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Texas QSO Party 

 

As this summer is coming to an end, I can’ t help but reflect on some of the great 
things that have happened in the club over the last few months. Ham-Com was 
terrific at the new location in Plano this year. The Plano Centre ended up work-
ing out a lot better than many (including myself) expected it to be. Our Field Day 
was so great this year that I do not have enough space in this article to write 
about it. See last month’s Groundwire if you would like to read more about it. 

 

This fall will be bringing with it many exciting new events for the Southwest 
Dallas County Amateur Radio Club. Starting on September 28th, Ben Barber 
(K5NEB) will be holding a general class license upgrade class. The class will be 
held at the Grand Prairie LDS church on Carrier Parkway. See Ben Barber if you 
are interested in participating in the class to upgrade your license. The Boy 
Scouts will be holding their annual Jamboree of the Air (JOTA) on October 21st. 
Also on that same day the club will be holding the annual SWDCARC Chili 
Cook Off at Valley Ridge Park in Cedar Hill. These cook-offs are always a lot of 
fun provided that you do not spill all of your chili in your automobile on the way 
to the cook off like I did in 1995. 

 

On September 23rd and 24th quite a few of us will be participating in the Texas 
QSO party. I hope that we do not have a category 3 hurricane to deal with during 
that weekend like we did last year. The scores were lower during hurricane Rita 
last year but the fun was still being had by those who participated in the contest 
last year. A number of our members plan to participate in the contest operating 
mobile this year. This sure sounds like fun to me. I hope to join them some time 
soon in the mobile HF operating environment. I am still trying to figure out what 
kind of antenna would work best on my 2004 Mazda 6. I have an Icom 706 and 
AH-4 auto tuner already so perhaps I will just get a 102 inch whip from Radio 
Shack and try working mobile HF that way. 

 

I would like to thank Russ Thompson (KX5G) for presenting his “Antennas 101”  
slide show at the last club meeting. I like learning about the different kinds of 
antennas available as well as their different operating characteristics.  

I have noticed over the summer that club meeting attendance has been dropping. 
I know that it’s hot outside (105 degrees as I am writing this) and that we � ��	� � ! � 	
things to do but I would like to extend an invitation for those who have not been 
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Tidbits From Todd … continued 

to a meeting in a few months to join us at the next club meeting. Ben 
Barber (K5NEB) has been arranging the food for the meetings and it 
has been superb. The programs have been informative and fun. If you 
have an idea for a club presentation, just let Jerry Keltner (KB6OJE) or 
me know and we will schedule it for a future club meeting.  

 

I don’ t know about all of you but this NoDak (from North Dakota) can-
not take all of this 105 degree heat. I am looking forward to the fall for 
some cooler weather. Perhaps we as a club can star participating in Fox 
Hunts more regularly like we used to about 10 years ago. I would like 
congratulate Chuck Poindexter (KE5HGQ) on upgrading to General 
Class at the last club VE exam. That is about all that I have this month. 
I hope everyone has a great Labor Day holiday. 

 

73, 

Todd 
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September 2006 
 

September 4 - No net; Labor  
Day Holiday 

September 11-KB5TMD 

September 18-KJ5UY 

September 25-KE5FKP 

 

 

October 2006 
 

October  2-KB5TMD 

October  9-W5WB 

October  16-KX5G 

October  23-KC5MQC 

October  30-KE5FKP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Net times are 
8:00PM. 

That Amateur Radio is a hobby with variety and challenge was illustrated this week 
when two French radio amateurs made a one way contact over a distance of 40 km 
scattering laser signals from rain clouds. 

The flash pulses were at times 12 dB above the noise at 40 km which seem to indicate 
that under the right conditions a distance of 150 km could be covered. 

Laser communication systems are wireless connections through the atmosphere. They 
work similarly to fiber optic links, except that the beam is transmitted through free 
space. While generally speaking the transmitter and receiver must require line-of-sight 
conditions, they have the benefit of eliminating the need for broadcast rights and buried 
cables. Laser communication systems can be easily deployed since they are inexpen-
sive, small, low power and do not require any radio interference studies. The carrier 
used for the transmission signal is typically generated by a laser diode. Two parallel 
beams are needed, one for transmission and one for reception. 

Laser communication have been a hot topic lately, as solutions for how to satisfy ever 
increasing bandwidth needs are in high demand. Some have suggested that bandwidth 
could be distributed in neighborhoods by putting laser communication systems on top 
of homes and pointing them towards a common transceiver with a fast link to the Inter-
net. With possible transmit speeds of up to a gigabit per second, this is an exciting area. 

Other applications for this technology include temporary connectivity needs (e.g. sport-
ing events, disaster scenes, or conventions), or space based communications. 

The French team proved that laser signals can be scattered from clouds thus proving 
that the notion that laser communication can only be line of sight, is wrong. 

French radio amateurs bounce laser signals off a rain cloud 
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The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm on August 1, 2006 by the 
President, Todd Huovinen (KB5TMD).   Members of the board and 
guests were recognized.  The minutes of the previous meeting were re-
viewed and approved as stand.  The financial report was presented by 
the Treasurer, Neal Palmquist (W9NDP) and reviewed.  
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Repeater :  The audio of the 70cm repeater is intermittent and will be 
checked. 
Net Report:  There were 6 check-ins on last night’s net.    
Membership:  David Leath (KE5FKN) ‘s application for membership 
was approved..       
Special Events:   Planning for JOTA (Jamboree on the Air) in October 
is underway.  
Dallas Co. MRC-Comm:  Five portable stations were assembled at the 
last meeting.  A tabletop exercise if planned for 9/9/2006. 
Website:  Additional topics have been posted on the forum to encour-
age discussion.      
 

OLD BUSINESS 
·  The plaque for Texas QSO party sponsored by the club was sent to 

the event organizers. 
·  Ben Barber (K5NEB) discussed the classes for upgrade to General 

Class planned for Aug 24th, Aug 31st and Sept 7th.  He will also be 
conducted Technician Class license classes on Sept 21st, Sept 28th 
and Oct 5th.  Anyone interested may contact him for details. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

·  The board approved the use of the 147.06 repeater by the supporters 
of the Red Hot Chili Pepper bicycle ride on August 19th.   

·  A motion was made by Rick Ellis (KJ5UY) and seconded by John 
Langridge (KB5NJD) to conduct an analysis of the club financial 
spending patterns and make recommendations for bylaw changes to 
fit the current spending profile.  These recommendations would be 
made in the September board meeting.  The motion was approved. 

 
PRESENTATION 

Russ Thompson (KX5G) will present a discussion about antenna basics 
(“Antenna 101”) at the August 15th General Membership meeting. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at  7:35 pm. 
Respectfully submitted, 
 Rick Ellis (KJ5UY), Secretary 

Minutes of the Board Meeting, August 1, 2006 

 

The following members of the 
Board and members were present:   
 
Todd Huovinen (KB5TMD) 
President 
Ben Barber (K5NEB) 
Vice President 
Rick Ellis (KJ5UY) 
Secretary 
Neal Palmquist (W9NDP) 
Treasure 
Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) 
Director 
John Langridge (KB5NJD) 
Director 
Jerry Keltner – KB6OJE  
Director 
 
Johnny Roberson (KJ5LB) 
Repeater Trustee 
Danny Cromax (W5WB) 
Web-Master 
Floyd Rodgers (KC5QBC) 
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President 

Todd Huovinen KB5TMB 

 

Vice-President 

Ben Barber K5NEB 

 

Treasurer  

Neal Palmquist W9NDP 

 

Secretary 

Rick Ellis, Jr. KJ5UY 

 

Directors 

John Langridge KB5NJD 

Paul Dryer KD5IVP 

Jerry Keltner KB6OJE 
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Minutes of the General Meeting, August 15, 2006 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm on August 15, 2006 by the 
President, Todd Huovenin (KB5TMD).   The invocation was offered by 
Paul Dryer (KD5IVP).  Members of the board and guests were recog-
nized. The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed and ap-
proved as stand. The Treasurer, Neal Palmquist (W9NDP) presented 
the financial report. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
·  Repeater :  Johnny Roberson (KJ5LB) will continue to search for 

the cause for the VHF repeater intermittently shutting down. 
·  Website:  Danny Cromaz (W5WB) announced that he had added a 

general discussion thread to the forum.. 
·  Net Report:  Last nights net had 11 check-ins. 
·  MRC/Comm:  Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) reported that a tabletop drill 

will be conducted on 9/9/06 and invitations were being made. 
·  VE Testing: Chuck Poindexter (KE5HGQ) upgraded to General 

class in August. 
·  Special Events:  The following two events are in planning stages:  

The Texas QSO party  in September and the Chili Cook-off & Jam-
boree on the Air (JOTA) on October 21st.    

·  Membership:  John Langridge reported that the current member-
ship stood at 66 members, which is on par with previous years. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 

·  Ben Barber/K5NEB discussed the license classes  that he will be 
conducting for upgrade to General Class on the following dates:  
Aug 24th, Aug 31st and Sept 7th.  He will also be conducted Techni-
cian Class license classes on Sept 21st, Sept 28th and Oct 5th.  Any-
one interested may contact him for details. 

·  Members were reminded that the 147.06 repeater would be used by 
supporters of the Red Hot Chili Pepper bicycle ride on August 19th 
and to avoid interfering with that event. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

There was no new business to discuss. 
 
PRESENTATION 
Russ Thompson (KX5G) presented a discussion of basic antenna the-
ory (“Antennas 101”). 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rick Ellis (KJ5UY), Secretary 
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Financial Repor t July 31, 2006 
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General Fund   	

	 Checking: Petty Cash: 
Beginning Balance 8/1/06  $                221.14   
INCOME/EXPENSE  	
Dues Income - 2006  $                         -        
Transfer From Matl. Property  $                  -     
Transfer Petty Cash income     
TOTAL INCOME  $                         -     $                  -    
EXPENSES  	
Trans to Special Event Fund  $                         -     
Trans to Repeater Fund  $                         -     
	  $                         -     
	 	 	
	  $                         -     
P.O. Box Rental  $                         -      
TOTAL EXPENSES  $                         -     $                  -    
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE  $                         -     $                  -    
Ending Balance as of 8/31/06  $                221.14   $                 -    

Special Events Fund  	

Beginning Balance 8/1/06  $                194.10   
INCOME/EXPENSE  	
Trans from General Fund  $                         -     

Aug meeting food income  $                  70.00   

TOTAL INCOME  $                  70.00   
EXPENSES   	

Aug. mt.g food exps.chk 487  $               (69.87)  

Feiled Day Reprt Post. Ck 485   $               (12.41)  
	  $                         -     

TOTAL EXPENSES  $               (82.28)  

TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE  $               (12.28)  
Ending Balance as of 8/31/06  $                181.82   
	 	 	

Mater ial Proper ty Fund  	
Beginning Balance 8/1/06  $            2,636.58   
INCOME/EXPENSE  	
Dues Income - 2006  $                  -     
Sale of Club Assets  $                         -     
TOTAL INCOME  $                         -     
EXPENSES  	

Telephone ck 486 8-2-06  $                  30.54   
	  $                         -     
Transfer to General Fund  $                         -     

TOTAL EXPENSES  $                  30.54   

TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE  $               (30.54)  
Ending Balance as of 8/31/06  $            2,606.04   
 Total:  Checkbook  $            3,009.00   
 Total:  Checkbook | Cash  $            3,009.00   
Ending Balance as of 8/31/06  $            3,009.00   


