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This summer has been a terrific summer. The Southwest Dallas 
County Amateur Radio club had the best Field Day in the history of 
the club. Ham-Com 2006 was a great success. As I am writing this 
article, I am reading much discussion among our members regarding 
operating times and frequencies for the Texas QSO Party to be held 
this upcoming weekend. We had a great club meeting for September. 
Tom Blackwell (N5GAR) was our guest speaker. Tom spoke to the 
club membership for about an hour and the turnout was around 30 
people. I haven’t seen that many people present at a club meeting 
since our annual Field Day wrap up meeting back in July. I would 
like to invite all members to attend the club meetings. I enjoy seeing 
members that I have not seen in a good while. 

  

Hamfest season is coming to a close for 2006. The Belton swapfest is 
on October 7th.  The Texoma Hamorama is on October 27th and 28th 
near Kingston, Oklahoma. The Jamboree on the Air is on October 
21st. Along with this activity, the club will also be holding our annual 
chili cook off. All of this fun will be located at Valley Ridge Park in 
Cedar Hill, which is the same location that we have been holding our 
Field Day at for the last 3 years. 

 

A question that has been discussed among the members of the board 
is “What direction would you like to see this club go?”  Please post 
your thoughts and ideas on the Forum section of our website. The Fo-
rum is basically a bulletin board for club members to post their ideas 
on a variety of subjects. Occasionally, there is even a rant or two 
about something related to amateur radio. We want to know what 
kind of ideas you have about this club. What kind of activities would 
you like this club to hold? Would you like a different place for us to 
meet? Should we have food at the meetings? Or does food even mat-
ter? I will be checking the Forum regularly for ideas. Our club 
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Tidbits From Todd … continued 

Christmas meeting is coming up soon. Should we do prime 
rib again this year? Or should we do something different. I 
am thinking of the last time I was club president and we held 
our Christmas meeting at Spring Creek Barbecue. We had a 
meeting attendance that night of 66. That was so much fun. 

 

I might sound like I am rambling this month but I am just 
wanting to hear ideas from all of you. Perhaps we could 
change the format of the Club Net on the repeater on Mon-
day nights. It would be nice to hear people check in to the net 
other than “for the count” . What about the Bluebonnet Net? I 
have noticed that many of the XYL’s in the club (mine in-
cluded) don’t usually participate in club functions other than 
Field Day and the Christmas meeting. Perhaps we could do 
more activities that would interest them. Again, as I stated 
earlier in the article, post your thoughts on the forum. I think 
I’m all out of rant for this month so I will close this for now. 
See you at the next club meeting. 

 

73, 

 

Todd-KB5TMD  
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October 2006 
 

October 2-KB5TMD 

October 9-W5WB 

October 16-KX5G 

October 23-KC5MQC 

October 30-KE5FKP 

 

 

 

November 2006 
 

November 6, K5NEB 

November 13- KB5TMD 

November 20-W5WB 

November 27-KX5G 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Net times are 
8:00PM. 
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Texas QSO Party 

This was a first time for me and 
I really had fun!   I was only 
able to work an hour each day 
of the contest, however, part of 
the fun was all the repeater and 
cell phone traffic between club 
members running in the back-
ground.  I can see contesting as 
a direction the club would do 
well to pursue.  Many of us had 
never worked the Texas QSO 
party, and not unlike Field Day, 
we now have our feet wet and 
can better organize for 2007.  

   

Paul 

KD5IVP 

2006 TQP 

W5WB/KK5YC 

The 2006 Texas QSO party was 
our first try at serious mobile 
participation. Thanks to Drena 
for being my capable driver and 
second set of ears. With her be-
hind the steering wheel, I was 
able to commit time to just op-
erating during the two days. We 
didn’ t get into one fight! It was 
tense at times, mostly because 
on Saturday, we had to fight 
bad conditions that included the 
thunderstorms that followed us 
all the way into East Texas to 
make working other stations 
quite a challenge. We were both 
really tired when we came back 
home Saturday night. As some 
of you know, we were going to 
include a few stops at quilt 
shops that Saturday so it could 
be really fun for both of us. The 
first stop was in Rockwall, the 
QSO party started at 9 am and 
the quilt shop in Rockwall did-
n’ t open until 10 am. Drena was 
going to read while I worked 
the contest for the first hour so I 
started the QSO party in front of 
the quilt shop. About 9:20, the 
owner showed up and saw us in 
front and noticed the Ham tags 
on the truck and came out and 
told us that Drena could come 
on in now. He was a amateur 
radio operator also! Small 
world!  Anyway, Sunday was 
much better weather-wise and I 
made more contacts than Satur-
day. 595 miles later, we were 
home Sunday afternoon. It was 
really fun and I’m looking for-
ward to next year!  

Soapbox Entry: 

 
 

TQP this year was definitely the 
best ever.  Friday night it ap-
peared after last year being the 
year of the hurricane, this was 
going to be the year of the tor-
nado.  Saturday morning the 
bands stunk.  By afternoon, the 
bands were hoping.  Tripled my 
score from last year and about 
8 0 %  m o r e c o n t ac t s.  
SWDCARC stands a chance of 
taking a award for club activity. 

 

Russ 

KX5G 

KB5NJD 
385 QSOs  
100 multipliers  
50 counties  
46 States  
4 countries  
1000 bonus  
116,500 points  
 
KE5HGQ 
108 QSOs  
93 SSB  
15 CW 
44 Counties  
26 States   
16,170 points 
 
W5WB/m 
146 QSOs in 33 
counties  
56 multipliers  
20,000 bonus  
36,352 points 
 
KX5G 
135 QSOs 
29 States  
35 Counties 
25,920 points 
 
KB6OJE/m 
165 QSOs 
63 Multipliers 
7 States 
56 Counties  
9500 bonus 
30164 points 
 
N5UV/m 
67 multipliers 
179 QSOs  
18 Counties  
18000 Bonus 
41,986 points 

K5MMH 
196 QSOs 
 4 counties 
33 Multipliers 
29 States  
6468 points 
 
 KB5TMD 
29 Phone QSOs  
2 CW QSOs 
64 QSO points  
22 Counties 
4 States 
1664 points 
 
KD5IVP 
3 SSB QSOs 
49 CW QSOs 
153 QSO points 
6 counties  
26 states  
32  multipliers  
0 bonus 
4,896 points 
 
KY5S/m 
107 SSB QSOs 
53 CW QSOs 
34 counties  
18 states  
14500 bonus 
33896 points 
 
Summary results 
courtesy of 
 John KB5NJD 
 

Texas QSO Par ty 2006 Summary as 
posted on the SWDCARC forum  
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The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm on September 5, 2006 by 
the President, Todd Huovinen (KB5TMD).   Members of the board and 
guests were recognized.  The minutes of the previous meeting were re-
viewed and approved as stand.  The financial report was presented by 
the Treasurer, Neal Palmquist (W9NDP) and reviewed.  
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Repeater :  The repeater committee is still investigating the issue with 

the repeater periodically cutting off.. 
Net Report:  There was no net yesterday due to the Labor Day holiday.  

There were 12 check-ins on the net last week.    
Membership:  The club received an unsolicited donation of $20 in 

consideration for repeater use by WB5GUG, David Shaheen in 
Palmer, Texas.  A motion was made by John Langridge (KB5NJD) 
and seconded by Todd Huovenin (KB5TMD) to extend club mem-
bership to him pending receipt of a completed application.                       

VE Testing:  Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) stated that he would need volun-
teers to VE at the next session on September 12th.  It was suggested 
that Paul develop a VE duty schedule for the club VE’s and post 
that on the web site to allow VE’s to plan..  

Dallas Co. MRC-Comm: A tabletop exercise is planned for 9/9/2006 
and MRC Comm members should have received invitations. 

Website:  No issues.      
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 
The assignment to conduct financial analysis of club spending for po-

tential amendment to bylaws is in progress. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
A motion was made by Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) and seconded by John 

Langridge (KB5NJD) to form a committee of 3 persons to draft a 
mission statement for the club.  Todd will appoint those 3 at a later 
date. The draft submitted by the committee will be presented to the 
membership for a 60 day comment period. 

 
PRESENTATION:   Tom Blackwell (N5GAR), the ARRL North 
Texas Section Manager is scheduled to speak at the September 19th 
General Membership meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rick Ellis (KJ5UY), Secretary  

Minutes of the Board Meeting, September 5, 2006 

 

The following members of the 
Board and members were present:   
 
Todd Huovinen (KB5TMD) 
President 
Ben Barber (K5NEB) 
Vice President 
Rick Ellis (KJ5UY) 
Secretary 
Neal Palmquist (W9NDP) 
Treasure 
Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) 
Director 
John Langridge (KB5NJD) 
Director 
Jerry Keltner – KB6OJE  
Director 
 
Johnny Roberson (KJ5LB) 
Repeater Trustee 
Danny Cromax (W5WB) 
Web-Master 
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President 

Todd Huovinen KB5TMB 

 

Vice-President 

Ben Barber K5NEB 

 

Treasurer  

Neal Palmquist W9NDP 

 

Secretary 

Rick Ellis, Jr. KJ5UY 

 

Directors 

John Langridge KB5NJD 

Paul Dryer KD5IVP 

Jerry Keltner KB6OJE 
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Minutes of the General Meeting, September 19, 2006 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm on September 19, 2006 by 
the President, Todd Huovenin (KB5TMD).   The invocation was of-
fered by Paul Dryer (KD5IVP).  Members of the board and guests were 
recognized. The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed and 
approved as stand. The Treasurer, Neal Palmquist (W9NDP) presented 
the financial report. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Repeater :  It was reported that the audio for the VHF and UHF repeat-

ers varies. 
Net Report:  Last nights net had 8 checkins. 
MRC/Comm:  Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) reported on the tabletop drill that 

was conducted on 9/9/06. 
VE Testing:  There were 4 candidates testing in Sept, two upgraded to 

General  with another earning a CSCE for the General written, and 
one passing their Technician license.  

Special Events:  The annual Chili Cookoff & Jamboree on the Air 
(JOTA) will be held on October 21st at Valley Ridge Park.   

Membership:  David Sheehan (WB5GUG) was voted club member-
ship after making an unsolicited contribution to the club in consid-
eration for repeater usage.  The club has at present 71 paid mem-
bers. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 

 
John Langridge (KB5NJD) led a discussion about final planning for the 

Texas QSO Party this coming weekend. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
The initiative to develop a club Mission Statement was discussed.  It 

was recommended that a discussion thread for this be added to the 
online forum to facilitate discussion and ideas. 

 
PRESENTATION:  Tom Blackwell (N5GAR), the ARRL North 
Texas Section Manager, addressed those present about various issues, 
including BPL, local activities, and web resources.  Following a brief 
question and answer session, he gave away a door prize of an ARRL 
Handbook that was awarded to David Lusk (N5UV). 
 
There were 29 persons in attendance.  The meeting was adjourned at 
8:11 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rick Ellis (KJ5UY), Secretary 
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This month it is “Who is this” instead of 
“What is this”.  To win, supply name and 

call sign. 
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Financial Repor t September 30, 2006 

General Fund   	

	 Checking: Petty Cash: 
Beginning Balance 9/1/06  $                221.14   
INCOME/EXPENSE  	
Dues Income - 2006  $                  22.50      
Transfer From Matl. Property  $                  -     
Tranfer Petty Cash income     
TOTAL INCOME  $                  22.50   $                  -    
EXPENSES  	
Trans to Special Event Fund  $                         -     
Trans to Repeater Fund  $                         -     
	  $                         -     
	 	 	

	  $                         -     
P.O. Box Rental  $                         -      
TOTAL EXPENSES  $                         -     $                  -    
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE  $                  22.50   $                  -    
Ending Balance as of 9/30/06  $                243.64   $                 -    

Special Events Fund  	

Beginning Balance 9/1/06  $                181.82   
INCOME/EXPENSE  	
Trans from General Fund  $                         -     
Aug meeting food income  $                  60.00   
TOTAL INCOME  $                  60.00   
EXPENSES   	
Sept. mt.g food exps.chk 490  $               (69.25)  
	  $                         -     
	  $                         -     
TOTAL EXPENSES  $               (69.25)  
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE  $                 (9.25)  
Ending Balance as of 9/30/06  $                172.57   

	 	 	

Mater ial Proper ty Fund  	
Beginning Balance 9/1/06  $            2,606.04   
INCOME/EXPENSE  	
Dues Income - 2006  $             22.50   
Sale of Club Assets  $                         -     
TOTAL INCOME  $                  22.50   
EXPENSES  	
Telephone ck 489 9-6-06  $                  31.94   
Seabury & Smith Insurance  $                320.00   
Transfer to General Fund  $                         -     
TOTAL EXPENSES  $                351.94   
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE  $             (329.44)  
Ending Balance as of 9/30/06  $            2,276.60   
 Total:  Checkbook  $            2,692.81   
 Total:  Checkbook | Cash  $            2,692.81   
Ending Balance as of 9/30/06  $            2,692.81   


