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“ JUST A RADIO OPERA-
TOR”  
 

 

By the time that most of you read this, the SWDCARC will have held the Annual Chili 
Cook Off. Last year, there were several different recipes of chili along with a few 
“other”  entries such as chicken and dumplings or red beans and rice. I hope the turn out 
is good this year. 

 

Enough on chili and back to amateur radio. For the remainder of 2006 and for all of 
2007 the Southwest Dallas County Amateur Radio Club will be focusing on a new 
theme. The theme for 2007 is going to be about contesting. Just to set the record 
straight, we are not going to be entirely about contesting. We will have the usual club 
meetings and club activities as well. We have noticed over the past several months that 
our members and non-members alike seem to really enjoy contesting. One of the nice 
things about contesting is that people do not have to engage in long “ ragchew” sessions. 
If one is a bit on the shy side, he or she can still participate in contesting and still be 
competitive. The last Field Day (2006) was the best ever for the club. I cannot wait until 
the official results are out in the December issue of QST. I imagine that the SWDCARC 
placed near the top of the 3A class. There was a tremendous turnout by members of the 
club for this year’s Texas QSO party. These are two events that have lead the Board of 
Directors to the decision to focus on contesting for the next year. 

 

In other news, we are in the planning stages for the 2006 SWDCARC Christmas Party. 
The party will be at Windsor Park Baptist Church just as it has been in years past but the 
club has decided to try something different this year. Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) has been 
talking to a Mexican Restaurant in Duncanville to cater our Christmas dinner this year. 
Stay tuned to the club net on Monday nights for more information on this. Along with 
the Christmas dinner comes the Ham of the Year. We will be placing a ballot in the No-
vember Groundwire for members to cast their vote for the Ham of the Year. Please turn 
the ballot in at the November club meeting or send them to the club post office box to 
get them to the Ham of the Year committee in time for them to count all of the votes and 
determine who the next Ham of the Year will be. 

 

Speaking of contests, the CQ Worldwide contest will be held the last weekend in Octo-
ber. The November Sweepstakes will be held on the weekends of November 4th-5th 
(CW) and November 18th-19th (Phone). These are both really fun contests and I urge all 
of you to participate in both of them. Have fun operating and I will write more next 
month. 

 

73, Todd-KB5TMD 
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Ham Of The Year (HOTY) Ballot 

Please cast your ballot for the 2006 Ham Of The Year: 

 

 

I ________________________, ( ______________ ) do  

 

 

hereby cast my vote for 

 

 ___________________________________ as  

 

 

Ham of The Year 2006. 

 

 

 

Past Years Winners 
2005 - John Langridge, KB5NJD 

2004 - Teresa Rodgers, KD5UHI 

2003 - Dave Tucker, KC5CPO 

 

 

Please turn in your ballot at the November General Meet-
ing. 
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November 2006 
 

November 6 - K5NEB 

November 13 - KB5TMD 

November 20 - W5WB 

November 27 - KX5G 
 

 

December 2006 
 

December 4 - KE5FKP 

December 11 - KC5MQC 

December 18 - W5WB 

December 25 - KB5TMD  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Net times are 
8:00PM. 

+ � , - 	 
 � ��	� �*� 	
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The meeting was called to order at 6:40 pm on October 3, 2006 by the 
President, Todd Huovinen (KB5TMD).   Members of the board and 
guests were recognized.  The minutes of the previous meeting were re-
viewed and approved as stand.  The financial report was presented by 
the Treasurer, Neal Palmquist (W9NDP) and reviewed.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Repeater :  The repeater committee is still investigating the issue with 

the repeater periodically cutting off.  It was also reported that the 
UHF repeater has a low audio problem. 

Net Report:  There were thirteen check-ins on the net last night.    
Membership:  The club received one membership renewal by Joe 

Anderson (KB5YLX) 
VE Testing:  Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) stated that he would need volun-

teers to VE at the special VE session conducted in conjunction with 
the classes that Ben Barber (K5NEB) is conducting.  Rick Ellis 
(KJ5UY) volunteered to cover that. 

Dallas Co. MRC-Comm: The team will conduct a meeting on Oct 28th 
to build additional portable stations and conduct training. 

Website:  The club calendar has been updated and posted on the web 
site. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
The discussion regarding the development of a club mission statement 

determined that the objective statement currently in the by-laws 
will be used, however, there will be an annual determination of the 
focus of club activities for that year.   A motion was made by Paul 
Dryer (KD5IVP) and seconded by John Langridge (KB5NJD) to 
establish the focus for the remainder of 2006 and throughout 2007 
of developing contesting skills and participating  in contests.  The 
motion passed unanimously.  John was appointed to lead the com-
mittee to implement this focus. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
The board appointed the following individuals as the Nomination Com-

mittee for the 2007 officer elections:  Paul Dryer (WD5IVP) – 
Chair, with Jerry Keltner (WB6OJE) and Floyd Rodgers 
(KC5QBC) as committee members. 

Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) will explore options for the location and cuisine 
of the Christmas party in December. 

PRESENTATION:Dave Lusk (N5UV) will present the program at the 
monthly meeting on Ham Shack aesthetics. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 pm.  
Respectfully submitted, Rick Ellis (KJ5UY), Secretary 

Minutes of the Board Meeting, October 3, 2006 

 

The following members of the 
Board and members were present:   
 
Todd Huovinen (KB5TMD) 
President 
Ben Barber (K5NEB) 
Vice President 
Rick Ellis (KJ5UY) 
Secretary 
Neal Palmquist (W9NDP) 
Treasure 
Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) 
Director 
John Langridge (KB5NJD) 
Director 
Jerry Keltner – KB6OJE  
Director 
 
Johnny Roberson (KJ5LB) 
Repeater Trustee 
Danny Cromax (W5WB) 
Web-Master 
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 	 � � �� � � � ����
President 

Todd Huovinen KB5TMB 

 

Vice-President 

Ben Barber K5NEB 

 

Treasurer  

Neal Palmquist W9NDP 

 

Secretary 

Rick Ellis, Jr. KJ5UY 

 

Directors 

John Langridge KB5NJD 

Paul Dryer KD5IVP 

Jerry Keltner KB6OJE 
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Minutes of the General Meeting, October 17, 2006 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm on October 17, 2006 by the 
President, Todd Huovenin (KB5TMD).   The invocation was offered by 
Paul Dryer (KD5IVP).  Members of the board and guests were recog-
nized. The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed and ap-
proved as stand. 
 
The Treasurer, Neal Palmquist (W9NDP) presented the financial re-
port. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Repeater :  It was reported that the audio for the VHF and UHF repeat-

ers varies. 
Net Report:  Last nights net had eleven check-ins. 
MRC/Comm:  Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) reported that the meeting 

planned for 10/28/06 to work on equipment may not happen due to 
equipment access problems. 

VE Testing:  There were 2 VE sessions conducted in October:  4 can-
didates passed for Technician at the special session following the 
class given by Ben Barber (K5NEB) and one passed for Technician 
at the regular session.  

Special Events:  The annual Chili Cook-off & Jamboree on the Air 
(JOTA) will be held on October 21st at Valley Ridge Park.   

Membership:  No new members applications were acted upon. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
The board announced the “ theme” for the remainder of 2006 and 

throughout 2007 will be contesting, with John Langridge 
(KB5NJD) leading that effort. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
The Nominating Committee for the 2007 elections was announced:  

Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) chair, with Floyd Rodgers (KC5QBC) and 
Jerry Keltner (KB6OJE) as committee members. 

A reminder was given that Ham of the Year (HOTY) nominations are 
due to the HOTY committee, led by John Langridge (KB5NJD), no 
later that the December board meeting. 

 
PRESENTATION: David Lusk (N5UV) presented a program/
slideshow on the layout and aesthetics of ham radio stations. 
 
There were 22 persons in attendance. 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Rick Ellis (KJ5UY), Secretary 
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Financial Repor t October 31, 2006 

General Fund   	

	 Checking: Petty Cash: 
Beginning Balance 10/1/06  $           243.64   
INCOME/EXPENSE  	
Dues Income - 2006      
Transfer From Matl. Property  $                  -     
Tranfer Petty Cash income     
TOTAL INCOME  $                     -     $               -    
EXPENSES  	
Trans to Special Event Fund  $                    -     
Trans to Repeater Fund  $                     -     
P.O. Box Rental  $                     -      
  $                     -     
TOTAL EXPENSES  $                    -     $                 -    
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE  $                     -     $                 -    
Ending Balance as of 
10/31/06  $           243.64   $                 -    

Special Events Fund  	

Beginning Balance 10/1/06  $           172.57   
INCOME/EXPENSE  	
Trans from General Fund  $                     -     
Meeting food income  $             55.00   
TOTAL INCOME  $             55.00   
EXPENSES   	
Meeting food exps.chk 492  $          (58.46)  
	  $                     -     
TOTAL EXPENSES  $          (58.46)  
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE  $            (3.46)  
Ending Balance as of 
10/31/06  $           169.11   
	 	 	

Mater ial Proper ty 
Fund  	
Beginning Balance 10/1/06  $        2,276.60   
INCOME/EXPENSE  	
Dues Income - 2006  	
Sale of Club Assets  $                     -     
TOTAL INCOME  $                     -     
EXPENSES  	
Telephone ck 491 10-3-06  $             31.57   
	 	 	
Transfer to General Fund  $                    -     
TOTAL EXPENSES  $             31.57   
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE  $           (31.57)  
Ending Balance as of 
10/31/06  $       2,245.03   
 Total:  Checkbook  $        2,657.78   
 Total:  Checkbook | Cash  $        2,657.78   
Ending Balance as of 
10/31/06  $       2,657.78   
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