Spring is here and it looks like the long awaited precipitation is finally beginning to arrive. Each
spring brings with it exciting events for this club as well as the hobby of amateur radio in gen-
eral. March brought us the first hamfests of the season in Irving and Weatherford. April has
brought us the Lancaster bicycle rally which we participated in with the Dallas Amateur Radio
Club on Saturday April 8". | was the “tail car”. My job was to follow the last of the riders to the
finish line. | enjoyed the scenery of the 62 mile ride. | never realized that there were so many
hillsin Ellis County. It's kind of interesting driving my car for 62 miles at an average speed of
about 12 miles and hour. | would like to thank Russ Thompson (KX5G) for his participation in
the event. He was a “rover”. He cruised the course between rest stops looking for things to go
wrong. | finally caught up with him at one of the rest stops around 2 PM. | think that was right
before | took a wrong turn and got lost. Bike rides are a lot of fun and | enjoyed participating in
this one.

| am always writing about hamfests here. Maybe that is because | like to attend them. I’ ve been a
ham operator for 14 years now and | made an observation about people that are in this hobby.
Never before have | met so many people (myself included) who will get up in the middle of the
night and drive several hundred miles to a hamfest only to complain about prices being a few
dollars too high and come home with a couple magazines that could have been purchased from
Barnes & Noble. The Dayton Hamvention is the biggest and best hamfest that | have attended. |
believe everyone should make the trip to Ohio at least once. | would sure like to go again. There
were 640 vendors there in 2001 when | was there. There were probably a couple hundred vendors
in the outdoor flea market too. All this talk of Dayton makes me look forward to Ham-Com in
June. Things are going to be alittle different this year. After 19 years at the Arlington Conven-
tion Center, Ham-Com is moving to The Plano Centre this year. | have been hearing quite a bit of
discussion regarding parking, flea market access, and admission fees among other things. | have
never been to the Plano Center so | guess I'll just have to wait and see how things go this year
regarding Ham-Com.

If you like Field Day and are counting down the days (65 as | am writing this) to its arrival, then
be sure and participate in Field Day with us at Valley Ridge Park in Cedar Hill on June 24" and
25" This year's Field Day is being called “The Best Field Day Ever”. Our Field Day chairman
this year is Richard Baker (NS5KXA). The Field Day preparation committee has met twice al-
ready this year and they are making big plans for this year’s event.

I would like to thank Michael Harang (K5SMMH) for taking the Special Events Chairperson posi-
tion of the SWDCARC. Michael will be coordinating special events like the annual chili cook off
and the Christmas dinner.

This week the club received an E-mail from Sterling Robertson, Editor of the Neighbors section
of the Dallas Morning News. Sterling has invited the club to contribute the paper. Danny Cromaz
(W5WB) has volunteered to be the liaison between the Southwest Dallas County Amateur Radio
Club and the Dallas Morning News. That’s about it for this month. Thank you for reading.

73,
Todd-KB5TMD
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Finally, | have made the pilgrimage! | have visited the center of the
ham radio universe, ARRL Headquarters in Newington, Connecticut.

My company sent me to Poughkeepsie, New York on business last
month, and this was the second time that | had traveled within shouting
distance of Newington (a suburb of Hartford) with no apparent oppor-
tunity to visit the ARRL HQ while they were open. No matter how |
crunched the schedule, | just couldn’t get over there during their posted
operating hours. This particular trip was for a class, and to my surprise
on Friday, the instructor handed us the exam mid-morning and then bid
us adieu at noon! Since it wastoo late to change my flight back to Dal-
las, why not drive over to Newington?

A short 75 mile drive on Interstate-90 had me there in a little less than
90 minutes, and the directions posted on the ARRL web site are per-
fect. As| drove up, the expected “antenna farm” materialized above
the trees and then the operating station building out front hove into
view. | wheeled my little rental car into the parking lot and walked in-
side the main HQ building to find Penny Harts, WINAG at the recep-
tion desk. | was then whisked off on atour of the facility, seeing eve-
rything from the QSL bureau to the lab. | had to stand in the doorway
of the VE exam library: Although I'm an ARRL VE, they maintain
strict access control over the areato ensure integrity of the testing proc-
ess. Severa display cases lined the hallways, and finally there it was,
THE Wouff-Hong!!!

The office building was actually larger and more industrious than | en-
visioned, but when you look through all the departments in QST, it be-

comes obvious why there is a considerable staff presence. Across the &

parking lot was the antenna farm and operating “shack” ... station
WI1AW. The operating positions inside were a ham’s dream. | got
there late in the afternoon and didn’t have any time to operate at one of
the “guest” positions ... agood enough excuse to return someday.

If you're an ARRL member, do take the time to visit the headquarters \

in Newington, CT if you're ever up that way. If you're not an ARRL
member, visit anyway: The tour will open your eyes to the wide range
of services ARRL provides the membership and to ham radio in gen-
eral.

73 de Rick ElligKI5UY
ARRL Life Member
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The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm on April 4, 2006 by the President,
Todd Huovenin (KB5TMD). Members of the board and guests were recog-
nized. The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed and approved as '
stand. The financia report was presented by the Treasurer, Neal Palmquist

(WONDP). Please consider what
COMMITTEE REPORTS you would like to

bring as a food item
Repeater: The periodic keying problem with the 2-meter repeater has disap- for Field Day and sign
peared. Both repeaters appear to be working well. up at the May Genera
VE Testing: There are no requests for VE testing for April, however, Paul M esting. See Ben
asked that a couple of VE s be available if alast minute request materializes. (KSNEB) for ques

Net Report: Last night’'s net had 11 check-ins which istypical.

Member ship: John reported that there were 3 renewals that bring the total
membership to 52.

Dallas Co MRC Comm: Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) reported that the a drill at
SMU campus went well. 12 of the portable/deployable radio station boxes
have been assembled.

Special Events. No events planned in the near future.

Website:  There were no issues.  All contributors to the newsletter
(Groundwire) were reminded that the submission deadline has been moved to
the Friday immediately after the general membership meeting

OLD BUSINESS

The audit of the 2005 Financial Records has been turned over to Russ Thomp-
son (KX5G).

The board is seeking a person to act as the chair for the Special Events com-
mittee. A request for volunteers will be made at the next general membership
meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

The club tables for HamCom have been secured and the efforts to conduct

CW certification are ready.

The Next Field Day committee meeting is at 7:00 pm Tuesday, 4/11/06 at the

Duncanville fire station on Main. Information and discussion regarding the

2006 Field Day will be posted on the SWDCARC forum. Executive Board M eeting Attendance
A motion to transfer $100 from the general fund to the special event fund was
made by Jerry Keltner (KB6OJE) and seconded by John Langridge _
(KB5NJD). The motion passed unanimously. ?-T%én mggeim?s ggﬁa,lné - President

PRESENTATION Ben Barber (K5NEB) — Vice President
Rick Ellis (KJ5UY) — Secretary
Danny Cromaz (W5WB) will present a program at the next club membership  Neal Palmquist (WONDP) — Treasurer

tions and suggestions.

The following members of the Board

meeting on the new member forum on the club website. Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) — Director
John Langridge (KB5NJD) — Director
The meeting was adjourned at 7:30pm. Respectfully submitted, Jerry Keltner — KB6OJE — Director
Johnny Roberson (KJ5LB) — Repeater
. . Trustee
Rick EllisKBUY Richard Baker (NSKXA) — Field Day
Secretary Chair

Danny Cromaz (W5WB) - Webmaster
Floyd Rodgers (KC5QBC) - Just Floyd
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The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm on April 18, 2006 by the Presi-
dent, Todd Huovenin (KB5TMD). The meeting was opened with the Pledge
of Allegiance and the Invocation was offered by Paul Dryer (KD5IVP).
Members of the board and guests were recogni zed.

The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed and approved as stand.
The financial report was presented by the Treasurer, Nea Palmquist
(WONDP).

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Repeater: The 2-meter repeater still is experiencing problems with some-
thing intermittently keying it. This will be investigated.

Website: The new member’ s forum feature has been activated.

Net Report: There were twelve check-ins to the net last night.

MRC/Comm: Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) reminded those present to register on
the MRC Comm web site. The group iswaiting the arrival of additiona parts
to compl ete building the station boxes.

VE Testing: The regularly scheduled VE session had one person testing but
not attaining any license.

Special Events. The position of Special Events Chairperson is open and vol-
unteers are regquested.

Member ship: There were no new memberships to be announced.

OLD BUSINESS

The financial records for the audit of the club’s 2005 financid activity have
been turned over to Russ Thompson (KX5G).

All equipment has been relocated to the new storage facility.

The board is seeking volunteers to serve on the Special Events committee.
Field Day: Ben Barber (KSNEB) asked that those offering to bring food sign
up at the May general membership meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

The Neighbor section in the Dallas Morning News is asking for contributions
relating to the club. Danny Cromaz (W5WB) offered to serve as the club PIO
and asked for contributions.

PRESENTATION

Danny Cromaz (W5WB) gave a presentation on the newly created forum on
the club website.

There were 20 members present.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:46 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Rick Ellis (KJ5UY),
Secretary
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General Fund

Beginning Balance 4/1/06
INCOME/EXPENSE
Dues Income - 2006

Tranfer Petty Cash income
TOTAL INCOME
EXPENSES

Transto Special Event Fund
Trans to Repeater Fund
HOTY Award + Door prizes
Ham Comm

P.O. Box Rental

TOTAL EXPENSES

TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE
Ending Balance as of 4/30/06
Special Events Fund
Beginning Balance 4/1/06
INCOME/EXPENSE

Trans from General Fund
April meeting food income
TOTAL INCOME
EXPENSES

April meeting food expenses
Ham of the year

Xmas 05 décor

TOTAL EXPENSES

TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE
Ending Balance as of 4/30/06

Material Property Fund
Beginning Balance 4/1/06
INCOME/EXPENSE

Dues Income - 2006

Dues Income - 2006

Sae of Club Assets

TOTAL INCOME
EXPENSES

Telephone ck 473 4-05-06

TOTAL EXPENSES

TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE
Ending Balance as of 4/30/06
Total: Checkbook

Total: Checkbook | Cash
Ending Balance as of 4/30/06

%

Checking:  Petty Cash:

$ 384.89

$ 147.50

$ -

$ 147.50 $ -
$ 100.00

$ -

$ -

$ 50.00

$ 150.00 $ -
$ (2.50) $ -
$ 382.39 $ -
$ 99.46

$ 100.00

$ 91.00

$ 191.00

$ 104.47

$ -

$ -

$ (104.47)

$ 86.53

$ 185.99

$ 2,991.33

$ 147.50

$ -

$ 147.50

$ 27.74

$ 27.74

$ 119.76

$ 3,111.09

$ 3,679.47

$ 3,679.47

$ 3,679.47
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Pending May | ncome/Expense

Phone $ (27.76)
06 dues income $ -
MAY, 06 Forcasted Balance $ 3,651.71
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