It's that time of year again. It’s the time when we are all looking over the newest
amateur radio gear and taking in seminars at Ham-Com. We are also preparing
for our yearly participation in Field Day. This year, Ham-Com is at a new loca-
tion in Plano. The hamfest is being held at the Plano Centre. My XYL Jessica
(KD5SXF) and | had some errands to run and we found ourselves in Plano a few
weekends ago. | drove by the new location and noticed that there is only about
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ets have been purchased and our hotel rooms re-
served. | hope to see many of you there. | will be using my new Pride Mobility
Go-Go Ultra scooter. This little thing is really slick!! | should’ ve purchased one
of these cool mobility devices years ago. Unfortunately, | did notice that the
owner’'s manua states that operating radio transmitting equipment may cause
unintended acceleration. How fun.....I guess I'll haveto try it and see if it redly
happens.

After all the fun of Ham-Com is over with, Field Day will be fast approaching.
This year’ s theme is titled “The Best Field Day Ever.” | have no doubt that a lot
of work is being done to make sure that this year’s Field Day lives up to that ti-
tle. Last year, we scored 5" place out of all of the 3A participants. There is room
for improvement and we will do our best to improve on last year’s performance.
There is new news to report in the club. If you haven't looked at the club website
in a while, you may want to give it a look. Danny Cromaz (W5WB) has given
the club website a total make over. There is more content to read and more pho-
tosto look at. Thereis also anew discussion board feature that allows club mem-
bers to post various topics of discussion. Anyone can read the posts on the forum
but only paid club members are alowed to post on the discussion board. There
are alot of posts about Field Day and of particular interest to me is the discus-
sion between the CW team and the SSB team. All in good fun of course. There
are also some discussion posts on transmitter hunting as well.
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| would also like to extend an invitation for anyone to attend our club
meetings at Windsor Park Baptist Church in De Soto. We had 23 peo- June 2006
ple at our May meeting. The program was on oil well drilling and was
presented by Richard Baker (NSKXA). Ben Barber (K5NEB) delivered
the meal which came from Eddlemon’s catering in Grand Prairie. They
do a pretty decent job with barbecue if | may say so myself. The cost is
only $5 per person and we usually have food left over. Perhaps the
great food and entertainment will get more people to our meetings. |
remember about 11 years ago when we were meeting at the old Wyatt's
Cafeteria in Duncanville. We used to have around 50 attendees to the
club meeting back then. We are going in the right direction but we are
not quite there yet.

N N Net timesare
| hopeto see all of you at Ham-Com on June 9" and 10™. Have a happy 3:00PM

and safe Memoria Day holiday.

73,
Todd-KB5TMD

My nameis David, N5UV. My wifeis Kim, KD5HDW, and we have
been members of SWDCARC for two years. Even though we live way
up in McKinney, my ham radio roots began in Duncanville. SoI'm
very familiar with most of the club members, though I never joined the
club until after | left the area. Sincethere's been alot of talk about the
Anna/Westminster tornadoes, | felt that | should share our experiences
on that night with the rest of the club, since we took part in that event.

On Tuesday night, May 9™, 2006, my wife and | were winding down
from another day at work around 10 PM when the news was interrupted
by areport of asuper-cell thunderstorm, approaching Anna, TX from
thewest. Welive on the far north side of McKinney near Highway 75,
just 5 to 6 minutes driving time south of Anna.

At first, we didn’t think much of it. We knew there would be some bad
storms to the north, but this one lone cell had blossomed in less than an




hour down the road from our house. When we saw the hook echo im-
age on the radar, we knew then that the chances of this being a tornado-
producing storm were very good. My wife can somehow feel the
weather in her bones, and something told her that the weather this night
was not going to be good. Suddenly, she said “Let’s go there, right
now!” In just 2 minute's time, we were out the door, with her driving
while | was spotting the cloud formation in more detail.

Callin County, unlike Dallas with their RACES program, has a much
more informal Skywarn/ARES net on their repeater, 147.180+ (PL tone
107.2). They already had 4 spotters on the net and were only taking
reports from them, so we just listened to the Skywarn net as they
tracked the storm. By the time we got to within 3 miles of Anna, we
heard KD5UMO report a funnel cloud, then a tornado on the ground
just east of Highway 75 near the northeastern side of Anna. We exited
FM 455 and went east, stopping at the truck stop off the highway for a
moment to get out bearings, then heading further east towards Anna on
FM 455. Just a mile down the road, there's a Ryland Homes neighbor-
hood that we knew of fairly well, since we had looked at homes up
there at one time. We went to one of the streets that fed into the subdi-
vision, drove down a ways, then turned back towards FM 455 on Live
Oak Rd., stopping right at that intersection to get a good view. We had
some company, as there was one storm spotter there aready, and an-
other 100 ft. back down FM 455 from us. By this point, it was about
10:20, and we were looking east into the backside of the storm asit was
heading away from Anna. We had seen some green flashes (from col-
lapsing power transformers) in the direction of the tornado while get-
ting to that neighborhood, so we knew the tornado was very close...but
we never saw it up to this point.

At around 10:24 PM, we finally saw the funnel cloud coming down. It
reminded me of the Lancaster Tornado, because we could only see it
when lightning flashed behind it. But the lightning was occurring so
rapidly, it was very easy to trace the funnel cloud as it grew, until it
eventually touched the ground. As it continued heading east/northeast,
the tornado developed into a larger funnel. Although my wife and |
had been avid storm chasers in the past, and we had both seen smaller
tornadoes before, we knew this one was serious. And thiswas certainly
the closest one we seen, as the tornado was only 4 miles away at one
point. The pictures we obtained from other storm spotters pretty much

sayitall.
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Westminster Tornado - Best
image of the F3 tor nado, most
likely taken from Highway 5
asthetornadoreached it's
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camerain wrapped while go-
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At about 10:26 PM, the tornado went back up into the clouds. But just
when we though it was over, we saw the funnel cloud form again. This
time, it touched ground at 10:33 PM and grew into a stove-pipe wedge.
From listening to the spotters, we could tell that it was moving more to
the northeast now, heading to Westminster. As the tornado progressed,
it became rain wrapped and took on a fuzzy appearance. While we
stayed put, we saw 5 more storm spotters (some hams, some clearly
not) heading east down FM 455 to pursue the storm.

At about 10:46 PM, the tornado disappeared from our view, athough it
remained on the ground for another 10-15 minutes, crossing the Gray-
son county line. We ventured into downtown Anna, then drove north
on Highway 5 up to Van Alstyne just to make sure no further damage
was up there. Anna was able to get their civil alert sirens going just
before the town lost power. Unfortunately, Westminster had no sirens
to warn their residents.

The Skywarn net was eventually taken down and the ARES net came
up to assist in disaster relief and recovery. Again, only specific storm
spotters assisted in this activity, so we turned around and headed home.
On the way back, we listened to the reports from hams out in the dam-
age path, and the info. we heard over the air was not encouraging. 2
homes were completely leveled just west of Westminster on FM 2862
and FM 477, with more reports being relayed via cell phone to net con-
trol. It wasn't until the next day that we learned the full extent of the
damage inflicted.

The tornado we saw was in fact 3 different tornadoes. The first one
was the initial tornado that formed over Anna. Damage to homes and
structures just east of Anna was minimal, and this was rated an FO tor-
nado on the Fujitascale. The 2™ tornado came down at 10:33, and this
too was only an FO tornado. But the third one (which came down at
10:37 PM) caused the most significant damage. Winds were rated at
150 to 160 mph, putting it on the high side of F3.

By daybreak, the news reported what we dreaded the most...3 people
died from the tornadoes. 2 were an elderly couple and one was a teen-
ager from Van Alystne who happened to be in the area. Up to 100 inju-
ries were reported, though only 10 were serious enough to require hos-
pitalization. A total of 26 homes were destroyed, as the largest of the
tornadoes left a path of destruction 9 miles long and about 300 yards
wide.
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Westminster Tornado 3 - Im-
age of the F3 tornado, asit
developed and headed east
from Anna towards Westmin-
ster. Thiswas exactly how we
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But despite these unfortunate events, there was much to be thankful for.
City and county fire and EMS services were on the scene within min-
utes after the tornadoes had passed, and neighboring municipalities like
McKinney offered their assistance as well. Red Cross services were
quick to respond, and had no problems with setting up relief centers for
residents who lost their homes. The Skywarn and ARES net operators
did an outstanding job in maintaining a professional and coordinated
effort, and all of the storm spotters deserve our gratitude for performing
avauable service to the community. Some of those hams are:

W7DAYV David Patrick (Skywarn Net Control)
N5SBY L Bruce Dingman (ARES Net Control)
KD5JEO Ted Best (Assistant Emergency Coordinator)
N50O0OM John Bestles (ARES Staging Coordinator)
KEOFV Keith Berry (Spotter)

KD5UMO Chad Stelz (Spotter)

KD5LFV Reggie Peake (Spotter)

| regret that we weren't able to offer more direct assistance. However,
both the Skywarn and ARES nets had ample support from hams in the
affected areas. Our presence there was more as unofficial observers, in
case the recognized storm spotters on the net were unable to see new
storm development behind them, or if disaster/recovery assistance was
needed.

Although it was not a pleasant experience for everyone involved, it cer-
tainly was a memorable event for us. The one thing my wifeand | have
learned from this experience is that life can be very capricious...but the
more prepared you are for a disaster or emergency, the better your
chances are of making a positive difference in the lives of those people
affected by events beyond their control.

If you are interested in more specific information about the tornadoes,
take alook at thelinks | have listed below. Tnx. much for reading, and
I look forward to seeing everyone at the next club meeting.

73S DE N5SUV SK SK
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Event Date: June 9-10, 2006

Open/Close time: 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Workshops: 9:00 am. to 9:00 p.m.

Ticket prices: $7.00 online/ $8.00 at the door
Flea-mar ket tables: $20.00

Parking: FREE!
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The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm on May 2, 2006 by the
President, Todd Huovenin (KB5TMD). Members of the board and
guests were recognized. The minutes of the previous meeting were re-
viewed and approved as stand. The financia report was submitted via
e-mail by the Treasurer, Neal Palmquist (W9NDP) and reviewed.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Repeater: The audio on the UHF repeater appears to be down and will
be looked into.

VE Testing: There was one possible candidate for VE testing: Paul
(KD5IVP) asked that 3 VE's be available..

Net Report: Last night's net had 10 check-ins which istypical. Rick
(KJ5UY) suggested using the newly created internet forum for
making net control arrangements/changes.

Membership: There were no new applications to consider.

Special Events. Mike Harang (KSMMH) has volunteered to chair the
Specia Event committee..

Website: There were no issues.

OLD BUSINESS

The board is awaiting the report from Russ Thompson (KX5G) of the
audit of the 2005 Financia Records.

Discussion regarding the logistics of parking and offloading of equip-
ment at HamCom were discussed: There will have to be two peo-
ple present to ensure security of the equipment at the vehicle while
itisbeing carried inside.

The mayor and other officials of Cedar Hill have been invited to the
Field Day operation in June. Ben Barber (KSNEB) will create a
flyer to distribute to area scouting units inviting their participation.

NEW BUSINESS
A motion was made by Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) and seconded by Ben
Barber (K5SNEB) to purchase at HamCom 250 feet of RG-213 or
equivalent coax for Field Day and other club usage. The motion
carried unanimously.

PRESENTATION
Richard Baker (NSKXA) will present a program and workshop on
building portable “twin-lead” J-Pole antennas at the next club mem-
bership meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:22pm.
Respectfully submitted, Rick ElligKJ5UY, Secretary
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President
Todd Huovinen KB5TMB

Vice-President
Ben Barber KSNEB

Treasurer
Neal Palmquist WONDP

Secretary
Rick Ellis, Jr. KIBUY

Directors

John Langridge KB5SNJD
Paul Dryer KD5IVP
Jerry Kelther KB60OJE

Executive Board M eeting Attendance

The following members of the Board
and members were present:

Todd Huovenin (KBSTMD - President
Ben Barber (K5NEB) — Vice President
Rick Ellis (KJ5UY) — Secretary

Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) — Director

John Langridge (KB5NJD) — Director
Jerry Keltner — KB6OJE — Director
Johnny Roberson (KJ5LB) — Repeater

Trustee
Danny Cromaz (W5WB) - Webmaster

Floyd Rodgers (KC5QBC) - Just Floyd
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The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm on May 16, 2006 by Todd
Huovenin (KB5TMD). The meeting was opened with the Invocation by Paul
Dryer (KD5IVP) and Pledge of Allegiance. Guest Mary Crawford, wife of
Jon Crawford (KESGMG), was introduced. There were no corrections to the
minutes of the previous meeting and will stand as written. The financial report
was presented by Neal Palmquist (WONDP). We have an ending balance as
of 4/30/2006 of $3,679.47.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Repeaters: Johnny Roberson (KJ5LB) reports we still have cutting off on the
2 meter repeater. The annoying “kerchunk” on the 2 meter repeater seems to
have gone away.

VE Testing: Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) reports one took the test and passed. It
was the head of security at the Ft. Worth Zoo.

Net Reports:  Todd Huovenin (KB5TMD) reports 9 check-is last Monday
night,15 May 2006, and that gave a positive response to the question “Did
you listen to the President® speech tonight?’ He also reports that Ben Barber
(K5NEB) did afinejob as net control.

Membership: John Langridge (KB5NJD) says we had 2 renewals, which
brings us up to 58 for this year.

Medical Reserve Corps (MRC): Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) Have been on
“hold” awaiting arrival of parts. They should be here now and if so, he will
be getting a message out regarding the next meeting.

Special Events: The President announced that Mike Harang (KSMMH) is
now chairing this committee. He was not present.

Web Sitee Danny Cromaz (W5WB) Take alook at the new web site, it isup
and running. E-mail himisyou find any problems with it. An “Event” page
Is on there and et him know when events are scheduled and he will put them
onthesite.

Cut off for the newsletter is Friday after the General Membership meeting.

If you are willing to be an Elmer, send Danny an e-mail and he will put it on
the web site.

On the membership page is a link to the Forum and no new registrations for
the Forum without Danny Cromaz (W5WB) approval .

OLD BUSINESS

Ham-Com: Danny Cromaz (W5WB) says last e-mail he received from Ham-
Com said assignments of tables would bein May.

Field Day: Ben Barber (KSNEB) Asked “What food are you going to bring
tothe Field Day?’ Hesaid he didn’t have time to make copies to pass and out
and have filled and returned. Danny Cromaz (W5WB) said he will send out a
broadcast e-mail for each to list what food they plan to bring to Field Day.
Send reply to Ben Barber (KSNEB), and need to include phone number in
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case have too many bringing a particular item, he can contact you about ~ Financial Report May,2006

changing it. General Fund Checking:
Beginning Balance 5/1/06 $ 38239
INCOME/EXPENSE

NEW BUSINESS

Dues |ncome - 2006 $ 30.00

David Lusk (N5UV) showed a poster board with Velcro pages/photos | 'ansfer Petty Cash income
on it representing the SWDCARC for use at Ham-Com and Field Day.

Most were quite pleased with what was presented. EQZQ;SISSCOM E $ 30.00

Neal Palmquist (WONDP) asked about what the club plans to sall this  1yangt Special Event Fund ~ $ .

year at Ham-Com. He says that we have made good money the past  1,41st0 Repeater Fund $ )

couple of years. Johnny Roberson (KJ5LB) reports that we have 3an- |1y Award + Door prizes

tennas and 2 repeaters are about al the club has to sell thisyear. Parts |, -~ $ i

for the repeaters are getting obsolete and hard to find, and are too large P O. Box Rentl $ i

to be getting into Ham-Com. It was determined that a photo of the re- TOT AL EXPENSES $ i

peaters and antenna will be taken and flyers printed with the photos to

have at our table at Ham-Com. TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE $  30.00
Ending Balanceasof 5/31/06 $  412.39

Russ Thompson (KX5G) reports the audit of the SWDCARC books is  Special Events Fund

completed and everything is OK. Beginning Balance 5/1/06 $ 18599
INCOME/EXPENSE

PRESENTATION Trans from General Fund $ -

April meeting food income  $ 70.00

Richard Baker (NSKXA) gave a presentation on the cost going into lo- TOTAL INCOME $ 70.00

cating and production of oil and the cash flow, how they check holes to EX '?ENSES

find oil, some greater than 25,000 feet underground. April meeting food expenses  $ 6643
TOTAL EXPENSES $ (66.43
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE $ 3.57

The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 pm Ending Balanceasof 5/31/06 $  189.56
Material Property Fund

Respectfully submitted, Beginning Balance 5/1/06 $ 3,111.09

Jerry Keltner (KB60OJE) INCOME/EXPENSE 5

- . . Dues Income - 2006 30.00

Substituting for Rick Ellis (KJ5UY) Secretary Sale of Club Assets $ i
TOTAL INCOME $ 30.00
EXPENSES

Telephone ck 475 4-30-06 $ 27.82

TOTAL EXPENSES $ 27.82
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE $ 2.18
Ending Balance as of 5/31/06 _$_3,113.27_
Total: Checkbook $ 3,715.22
Ending Balance as of 5/31/06 _$_3,715.22
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