
� � �� � �� � �� � � �� � �� � �

This is the question I asked 
myself as I was approached 
for the president's position last 
year.   At the time it was TO 
BE was the answer!  You ask 
have I learned anything?  
Well, by the time you finish 
reading this article you will 
know the answer.  It was defi-
nitely a whirlwind of a year, 
not only the club activities, 
but the many other personal 
activities in life kept me hop-
ping!  The year was a very ex-
citing year with the club. I feel 
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with the team contributions, 
we had a very memorable 
year.  It will be one I will 
never forget.  The past year 
has given me the ability to 
voice my thoughts and the 
thoughts of others.  We as a 
club, had one of the best Field 
days  in the history of the 
club.  It is all because of the 
efforts of the great group of  
members we have.  I want to 
say thank you to all of you for 
standing with me.  I feel that I 
have come to know each and 
every one of you better, and 
have truly enjoyed the friend-
ships. 

 

I have learned that this posi-
tion is not an easy one. The 
next go round, if and when 
that happens, there are many 
things I will do differently 
from my end of the deal! 

 

I want everyone to know that I 
have no regrets and I sincerely 
enjoyed every moment. 

 

Teresa, KD5UHI 

 

February 2006 

6th W5WB 

13th KB5TMD 

20th KJ5UY 

27th KC5MQC 

 

March 2006 

6th W5WB 

13th KB5TMD 

20th KJ5UY 

27th KC5MQC 

 

 

 

Net times are 8:00PM. 
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After 145 years, Western Union 
has quietly stopped sending tele-
grams. On the company's web 
site, if you click on "Telegrams" 
in the left-side navigation bar, 
you're taken to a page that ends a 
technological era with about as 
little fanfare as possible: 

 

"Effective January 27, 2006, 
Western Union will  discontinue 
a l l  T e l e g r a m  
and Commercial Messaging ser-
vices. We regret any inconven-
i e n c e  t h i s  
may cause you, and we thank you 
for your loyal  patronage. If you 
have any  questions or con-
cerns,  please contact a customer 
service representative." 

 

The decline of telegram use goes 
back at least to the 1980s, when 
long-distance telephone service 
became cheap enough to offer a 
viable alternative in many if not 
most cases. Faxes didn't help. E-
mail could be counted as the final 
nail in the coffin. Western Union 
has not failed. It long ago refo-
cused its main business to make 
money transfers for consumers 
and businesses. Revenues are now 
$3 billion annually. It's now 
called Western Union Financial 
Services, Inc. and is a subsidiary 
of First Data Corp. The world's 
first telegram was sent on May 
24, 1844 by inventor Samuel 
Morse. The message, "What hath 
God wrought," was transmitted 
from Washington to Baltimore. In 
a crude way, the telegraph was a 
precursor to the Internet in that it 

allowed rapid communication, for 
the first time, across great dis-
tances. 

 

Western Union goes back to 1851 
as the Mississippi Valley Printing 
Telegraph Company. In 1856 it 
became the Western Union Tele-
graph Company after acquisition 
of competing telegraph systems. 
By 1861, during the Civil War, it 
had created a coast-to-coast net-
work of lines. 

  
Other company highlights in-
clude: 

1866: Introduced the first stock 
ticker. 

1871: Introduced money trans-
fers. 

1884: Became one of the original 
11 stocks tracked by the Dow 
Jones Average. 

1914: Introduced the first con-
sumer charge card. 

1964: Began using a transconti-
nental microwave beam to replace 
land lines. 

1974: Launched Westar I, the first 
U.S. dedicated communications 
satellite. 

 

On Jan. 26, the last day you could 
send a telegram, First Data an-
nounced it would spin Western 
Union off as an independent, pub-
licly traded company. 

 

http://www.space.com/
scienceastronomy/
mystery_monday_031027.html 
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Gar land Hosts Dallas 
County SkyWarn School 

 

Garland, Texas – The City of 
Garland Office of Emergency 
will host citizens from across 
the area for the 2006 SkyWarn 
School on Saturday, February 
18.  The purpose of the event is 
to train amateur radio operators, 
city personnel and any other 
interested individuals to identify 
and report weather conditions 
that could produce potentially 
dangerous weather situa-
tions.  These reports are used by 
the National Weather Service, 
news media, and government 
entities to issue early warnings 
to the public. 
 
        SkyWarn School is sched-
uled to run from 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. at the Granville Arts Cen-
ter, Fifth and Austin Streets in 
downtown Garland.  School 
participants will learn how to 
identify cloud formations that 
could indicate severe weather is 
imminent, how tornados form 
and behave and how to interpret 
the images on weather radar, 
and much more. 
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The meeting was called to order 
at 6:30 pm on February 7, 2006 
by the President, Teresa Rodgers 
(KD5UHI).   Members of the 
board and guests were recog-
nized.  The minutes of the previ-
ous meeting were reviewed and 
approved as stand.  The financial 
report was presented by the 
Treasurer, Neal  Palmqui st 
(W9NDP).   
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Repeater :  There are no further 
problems with the 2-meter re-
peater.  Both repeaters appear to 
be working well. 
VE Testing:  A special VE ses-
sion was conducted in Grand 
Prairie in conjunction with a 
Technician License class con-
ducted by Ben Barber (K5NEB).  
13 persons testing received Tech-
nician Licenses and 2 passed CW 
exams. The regular VE session 
for February will be on the 14th 
and VE’s are requested to assist. 
Net Repor t:  Last night’s net had 
13 check-ins which is typical. 
Membership: There were no new 
membership applications for the 
board to consider.  2006 dues are 
payable:  To date, there are 28 
paid members and 2 complimen-
tary members. 
Dallas Co MRC Comm:   Paul 
Dryer (KD5IVP) reported that the 
equipment building session as-
sembled 5 portable stations, 
bringing the total to 7.  Additional 
building dates will be announced.  
Additional wire and other materi-
als have been ordered.  There will 
be a drill at SMU in March.   

Special Events:  There were no 
participants for the Foxhunt on 
Feb 4th.  Following a discussion 
on how to encourage more par-
ticipation, an invitation will be 
extended to other clubs in the area 
to participate. 
Website:   Danny Cromaz 
(W5WB) noted that there is 
plenty of space on the web site for 
members to post club/radio re-
lated information of general use.  
Please contact him for details. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
The 2006 Election Committee of 
Danny Cromaz (W5WB) and 
Johnny Roberson (KJ5LB) was 
appointed to certify the 2006 offi-
cer elections.   The following 
slate of officers has been nomi-
nated:   President:  Todd 
Huovenin (KB5TMD), Vice-
President:  Ben Barber (K5NEB), 
Secretary:  Rick Ellis (KJ5UY), 
Treasurer:  Neal Palmquist 
(W9NDP), Director:  Jerry Kelt-
ner (KB6OJE).  (NOTE:  All po-
sitions are unopposed and nomi-
nations are closed.) 
The material property committee 
has relocated all of the club mate-
rial from the old donated storage 
space in Cedar Hill to the new 
location with the exception of 2 
items that require additional man-
power to move.  There are also 
items in storage at Johnny 
Roberson’s garage and Neil Palm-
quist’s hanger that will need to be 
relocated. 
The Ham-Com CW certification 
project was discussed:  The team 
discussed how to set up a testing 
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station and printing of certifi-
cates.  One possibility to be 
explored is a QLF contest. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Johnny Roberson (KJ5LB) 
made a motion to scrap the old 
coaxial cable that has been in 
storage and purchase new coax 
as a replacement.  The motion 
was seconded by John Lan-
gridge (KB5NJD) and ap-
proved by unanimous vote. 
 
A request will be made at the 
next General Membership 
meeting for a volunteer to audit 
the 2005 financial records in 
accordance with the by-laws. 
 
Preparations for 2006 Field 
Day were initiated:  Volunteers 
to fill the role of Field Day 
chairman will be solicited at 
the next General Membership 
meeting. 
 
PRESENTATION 
 
John Langridge (KB5NJD) in-
dicated that he would attempt 
to arrange a program on TV 
station operations. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 
7:38pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 Rick Ellis/KJ5UY, Secretary 



� � *� 	+	

� � � � � � � � � 	
 � ��� � 	
 � � � � � 	� � � � � � � 	� � � �� 	
 �� � 		� � 	� � � 	� � � � � � 		
 � �  � � ! ���� "	#� � � � 	$%� � � 							� � �&'((� � � )� � �  � �  )� � *	

� �� 	 � � � � � � � � #� � $ � � � � � �� � � � � �� �  � %� � 	 � � � � &�  � ! � � " �

The meeting was called to order 
at 6:30 pm on January 17, 2005 
by the Vice-President, Todd 
Huovenin (KB5TMD).  The 
meeting was opened with the 
Pledge of Allegiance and the 
Invocation was offered by Paul 
Dryer (KD5IVP).  Members of 
the board and guests were rec-
ognized.   The minutes of the 
previous meeting were reviewed 
and approved as stand. 
 
The financial report was pre-
sented by the Treasurer, Neal 
Palmquist (W9NDP).  Neal re-
ported that $823.34 would be 
moved from the general fund to 
the Material Property fund per 
the by-laws. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Repeater : 
The 2-meter repeater is occa-
sionally cutting out in the mid-
dle of conversations.  This will 
be investigated. 
Website: 
Danny Cromaz (W5WB) asked 
for contributions to the website. 
Net Report: 
Last nights net had 10 checkins. 
MRC/Comm: 
Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) an-
nounced that the next meeting 
for the MRC/Comm group will 
be this coming Saturday morn-
ing, with the group building up 
deployable radio boxes from the 
equipment order. 
VE Testing: 
There was no VE testing in 
January.  The club dropped off 
the ARRL database schedule 

which was reinstated by Paul 
Dryer (KD5IVP)   There will be a 
VE test on Feb 2nd in support of a 
Technician License class in pro-
gress in Grand Prairie. 
Special Events: 
Drena Cromaz (KK5YC) and Lisa 
Dryer (KD5ZKC) thanked every-
one for their support in setting up 
the Christmas meeting.   
Membership: 
Dues are payable for the 2006 
membership year.  The member-
ship voted to present a comple-
mentary membership to Smokey 
Safrit (K5SMO) for services do-
nated in providing the club stor-
age space. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
The nomination committee pre-
sented the following nominations 
for 2006 club officers: 
President – Todd Huovenin 
(KB5TMD) 
Vice-President – Ben Barber 
(K5NEB) 
Secretary – Rick Ellis (KJ5UY) 
Treasurer – Neal Palmquist 
(W9NDP) 
Di rector – Jerry K el tner 
(KB6OJE) 
There were no additional nomina-
tions from the floor. 
Some of the club equipment has 
been relocated to the new storage 
facility, however, some additional 
equipment stored at Johnny 
Roberson’s (KJ5LB) home re-
mains to be moved.  Rick Ellis 
(KJ5UY) offered the loan of his 
utility trailer to facilitate the 
move. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
NONE 
 
PRESENTATION 
Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) gave a 
presentation outlining the actions 
and organization of the Medical 
Reserve Corps – Communications 
unit. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 
7:35 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rick Ellis (KJ5UY), Secretary 
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General Fund   	

	 Checking: Petty Cash: 
Beginning Balance 1/1/06  $                         -     
INCOME/EXPENSE  	
Dues Income - 2006  $               205.00      
HamCom Equip Income  	
Tranfer Petty Cash income     
TOTAL INCOME  $               205.00   $                  -    
EXPENSES  	
Trans to Special Event Fund  	
Trans to Repeater Fund  $                         -     

HOTY Award + Door prizes  	
Field Day - Gen Fuel J. 
Roberson  	
P.O. Box Rental    
TOTAL EXPENSES  $                         -     $                  -    
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE  $               205.00   $                  -    

Ending Balance as of 1/31/06  $              205.00   $                 -    

Special Events Fund  	

Beginning Balance 1/1/06  $                99.46   
INCOME/EXPENSE  	
Trans from General Fund  	
 Xmas 05 & misc food income  $                         -     
TOTAL INCOME  $                         -     
EXPENSES   	
Xmas 05 catering  $                         -     
Ham of the year  $                         -     
Xmas 05 décor  $                         -     
TOTAL EXPENSES  $                         -     
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE  $                         -     

Ending Balance as of 1/31/06  $                99.46   
	 	 	

Mater ial Proper ty Fund  	
Beginning Balance 1/1/06  $            2,655.58   
INCOME/EXPENSE  	
Trans from Gen Fund  	
Dues Income - 2006  $               205.00   
Sale of Club Assets  $                         -     
TOTAL INCOME  $               205.00   
EXPENSES  	
Telephone ck 466 1-04-06  $                 27.76   
	 	 	
TOTAL EXPENSES  $                 27.76   
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE  $               177.24   
Ending Balance as of 1/31/06  $            2,832.82   
 Total:  Checkbook  $            3,137.28   
 Total:  Checkbook | Cash  $            3,137.28   

Ending Balance as of 1/31/06  $            3,137.28   

Pending Jan. Income/Expense   
	 	
Phone  $               (27.76) 
06 dues income  $               160.00  
Feb. , 06 Forcasted Balance  $            3,269.52  


