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Many people if asked what an ama-
teur radio operator is probably think 
of CB radios and their chatty opera-
tors. A quick listen on various 2 
meter and 440 MHz repeaters in our 
area might even give reason to this 
thought. Yet, there are so many 
things that amateur radio operators 
participate in. 

 

 One thing that comes to my mind is 
public service events. Spring time in 
Texas brings warmer weather and 
longer days. With that come bicycle 
rallies, severe weather nets and 
hamfests. Ham radio operators pro-
vide a vital role with disaster relief 
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communications and public service 
communications. When the space 
shuttle exploded over East Texas 3 
years ago, the ham radio operators 
were there. Cell phones were use-
less. When Hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita ravaged the Gulf Coast last 
year, the ham operators were there 
providing communications into and 
out of the effected areas. After the 
storm, the complete infrastructure of 
New Orleans was destroyed and the 
only communications into and out 
of the city other than by satellite 
phone were by ham radio. Many of 
you probably know that this club is 
the backbone of the Medical Re-
serve Corp (MRC). The MRC group 
works with the Dallas County 
Health and Human Services medical 
preparedness group providing emer-
gency communications in the event 
of a biological (Bio-Terrorism) dis-
aster. Our club also participates in 
area public service events such as 
communications for bike rides and 
Christmas parades like the ones we 
used to participate in with the City 
of Duncanville back in the 90’s. 
There are plenty of areas of service 
for amateur radio operators both 
new and seasoned alike. If you are 
not involved in an amateur radio 
club, might you consider getting 
involved? You will be rewarded 
with an excellent hobby filled with 
many good friendships that will last 
for many years. 

 

Speaking of hamfests, I along with 

my XYL (KD5SXF Jessica) was able 
to attend the Weatherford hamfest last 
weekend. It was pretty decent really. I 
enjoyed looking at the new and used 
rigs. I didn’ t know anyone over there 
but we still had a great time. Truth-
fully, I saw more new handi-talkies at 
this hamfest than I did at Ham-Com 
last year. Perhaps things will be dif-
ferent in Plano this June. I have my 
eyes set on a new dual-band mobile 
radio to replace a two meter rig that 
was stolen last year. The Belton 
Swapfest is on April 22nd. Some peo-
ple believe that this is the best ham-
fest outside of Ham-Com in June. 

 

If you haven’ t been coming to the 
meetings due to the food (or lack of), 
you might want to consider coming to 
the club meeting in April. Our vice-
president, Ben Barber, has arranged to 
have barbeque sandwiches catered to 
our meeting. Just bring your own 
drink and chips. The cost is just 5 dol-
lars per person. I will close this article 
for now and will write more next 
month. Thank you for reading. 

 

73, 

Todd-KB5TMD 
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Members of SWDCARC now have a way to post messages on a bulletin board hosted on the server that 
our web pages reside on. You should have received an email with instructions and also the link to access it. 
If you did not receive the email, please send an request to administrator@swdcarc.org and we will resend it 
to you. Using the forum is quite easy and we will be putting various sections of the user guide in the news-
letter to get you going. This is the first installment.   
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{ e-mail received from WB0TSX) 

 

Hi Danny and Drena, 

 
I mailed my check to SWDCARC 
today but forgot to include the 
note with it.  I had fully intended 
to deliver it in person but I just 
didn©t get to Dallas at all this win-
ter.  I must admit that I enjoyed 
living in my house for more than 
a few weeks! 

 
Last week I was snowbound -- the 

attached photo is my driveway 
leading north to US-81; it remains 
blocked.   

I had to scoop an escape route to 
join my sister©s driveway to the 
south in order to get out for the 
first time on Saturday.  I wanted 
to experience winter -- we©ll I©ve 
done that and it wasn©t too bad. 
 
On Thursday I will be moving 
back to Colorado for the sum-
mer.  We have a lot of work to do 
to get the place ready for opening 
day in June, but that©s the usual 
routine.  This will be my fifth 
year working at the Scout ranch 
and for the first time I am sup-
posed to have some volunteers to 

help get W0BSA on the air more 
often.  After years of talking 
about it the ranch director finally 
earned his Tech license and I am 
urging him to keep going for his 
General. 

 
I hope all is well with You 
guys.  I©m sorry I didn©t get to see 
You again this year and enjoy the 
Saturday breakfasts -- I am plan-
ning to return to Dallas in the au-
tumn at least long enough to do 
something with my ancient travel 
trailer -- dynamite anyone?! 

 
Enjoy the rebirth of spring and the 
heat of summer.  Please give my 
regards to the rest of the troops, 
and if anyone hears W0BSA on 
the air , give us a shout! 

 
 
73 de WB0TSX, Ted 
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The Groundwire has normally been published ASAP after the 1st 
Tuesday Board meeting, normally on that following Saturday or Sun-
day. From this month forward we will try to have the newsletter out 
by the 3rd of the month. It is felt this will be more timely for the 
membership and will give everyone a chance to read the newsletter 
BEFORE the next general meeting.  
 

� � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � 	 �
All Meeting M inutes 
Friday following the Monthly General Meeting 
Financial Repor t 
Last Business day of the month 
Ar ticles 
Last day of the month 
 

All submissions must be in MS Word or MS Excel. No e-mail text ar ticles will be accepted 
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The meeting was called to order 
at 6:30 pm on March 7, 2006 by 
the Vice-President, Ben Barber 
(K5NEB).   Members of the board 
and guests were recognized.  The 
minutes of the previous meeting 
were reviewed and approved as 
stand.  The financial report was 
presented by the Treasurer, Neal 
Palmquist (W9NDP). 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Repeater :  The periodic keying 
problem with the 2-meter repeater 
has disappeared.  Both repeaters 
appear to be working well. 
 
VE Testing:  There are no re-
quests for VE testing for March; 
however, Paul asked that a couple 
of VE’s be available if a last min-
ute request materializes. 
 
Net Repor t:  Last night’s net had 
10 check-ins which is typical. 
 
Membership:  John reported that 
Dennis Dorsey had overpaid his 
dues:  Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) will 
contact Dennis to determine how 
to handle that. 
 
Dallas Co MRC Comm:   Paul 
Dryer (KD5IVP) reported that 
there will be a drill at SMU cam-
pus this month and needs one ra-
dio operator to support that. 
   
Special Events:  There was noth-
ing to report. 
 
Website:   There were no issues. 
 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

The audit of the 2005 Financial 
Records has been turned over to 
Russ Thompson (KX5G). 
The board accepted Richard 
Baker (N5KXA) as the 2006 
Field Day Chairman.  Richard 
outlined some of the planned or-
ganizational structure and the 
overall goals for Field Day.  . 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

The Directors were given the fol-
lowing ongoing assignments: 
Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) – Material 
Property 
John Langridge  (KB5NJD) – 
Membership 
Jerry Keltner (KB6OJE) - Pro-
grams. 

 
 
PRESENTATION:  Richard 
Baker (N5KXA) will present a 
program at the next club mem-
bership meeting on the plans for 
2006 Field Day. 

 
The following members of the 
Board and members were present: 
 
Ben Barber  (K5NEB) 
Vice President 
Rick Ellis (KJ5UY) 
Secretary 
Neal Palmquist (W9NDP) 
Treasurer 
Paul Dryer  (KD5IVP) 
Director 
John Langr idge (KB5NJD) 
Director 
Jerry Keltner   (KB6OJE) 
Director 
 

Minutes of the Board Meeting, March 7, 2006 

Johnny Roberson (KJ5LB) 
Member (Repeater Trustee) 
Richard Baker  (N5KXA) 
Member (Field Day Chair) 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 
7:18pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Rick Ellis/KJ5UY 
Secretary 
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Minutes of the General Meeting, March 21, 2005 

The meeting was opened with a 
prayer and the pledge to the 
U.S. Flag. The minuets of the 
previous meeting were ap-
proved. 
 

Committee Reports 

1) The repeater shut down dur-
ing the net Monday evening. 

2) The net had 10 check ins and 
has three new control operators. 
They are Ben Barber, Russ 
Thompson and John McCain. 

3) Paul reported the Dallas 
County Medical Reserve Corps 
Communications Group  has its 
own web si ght, http:/ /
mrccom.fivegulf.com/. Please 
go to this sight and register as a 
volunteer if you have not done 
so. This sight will be where all 
the news and announcements 
will be posted. 

4) The club web page now has 
the traffic net schedule and con-
trol operators on the front page.  
There is now a fox hunt page 
and a field day forum for mem-
bers only. There was some dis-
cussion about a member profile 
page but no decision was made. 
 

Old Business 

Russ and Neal are working on 
the Audit Report. 
 

New Business 

The 147.06 repeater will be 
used for the Lancaster Bike 
Ride Saturday morning April 
8th.  The event should be over 
by noon. 

Ham-Comm will provide space 
for clubs to set up displays and 
handout club information. 

We need volunteers for the spe-
cial event committee. 

 

After some discussion the club 
decided to have BBQ and salad 
served at the April              club 
meeting. The cost is $5.00 per 
plate. Bring your own drink or 
purchase soft drinks   from the 
vending machine at the church. 
 

Presentation 

Richard Baker gave a great pro-
gram titled The Best Field Day 
Ever!  He went over the plans for 
a safe and successful Field Day. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 
8:00 P.M. 
 

Notice 

There was a CW class/tune up 
after the meeting and will be held 
after the next two meetings for 
those interested in learning code 
or increasing their skills. 

 

Respectively Submitted, 

 

Johnny Roberson, 

KJ5LB 
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What is it?? 
Be the first to e-mail the cor rect answer to: 

N5TXN@ARRL.NET 

by April 19th 5PM.  The winner gets their 
breakfast paid for at the April 22, 2006 
club breakfast at Los Lupes. 

General Fund   	

	 Checking: Petty Cash: 
Beginning Balance 03/01/06  $               189.89   
INCOME/EXPENSE  	
Dues Income - 2006  $                 75.00      
Dues Income - 2006  $           160.00   
Tranfer Petty Cash income     
TOTAL INCOME  $               235.00   $                  -    
EXPENSES  	
Trans to Special Event Fund  	
Trans to Repeater Fund  $                         -     
HOTY Award + Door prizes  	
Ham Comm Tables Cromazck 
471  $                 40.00   
P.O. Box Rental    
TOTAL EXPENSES  $                 40.00   $                  -    
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE  $               195.00   $                  -    
Ending Balance as of 2/28/06  $               384.89   $                 -    

Special Events Fund  	

Beginning Balance 2/1/06  $                 99.46   
INCOME/EXPENSE  	
Trans from General Fund  	
 Xmas 05 & misc food income  $                         -     
TOTAL INCOME  $                         -     
EXPENSES   	
Xmas 05 catering  $                         -     
Ham of the year  $                         -     
Xmas 05 décor  $                         -     
TOTAL EXPENSES  $                         -     
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE  $                         -     
Ending Balance as of 03/31/06  $                 99.46   

	 	 	

Mater ial Proper ty Fund  	
Beginning Balance 03/01/06  $            2,784.07   
INCOME/EXPENSE  	
Dues Income - 2006  $             75.00   
Dues Income - 2006  $               160.00   
Sale of Club Assets  $                         -     
TOTAL INCOME  $               235.00   
EXPENSES  	
Telephone ck 470 3-08-06  $                 27.74   
	        
TOTAL EXPENSES  $                 27.74   
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE  $               207.26   
Ending Balance as of 03/31/06  $            2,991.33   
 Total:  Checkbook  $            3,475.68   
 Total:  Checkbook | Cash  $            3,475.68   
Ending Balance as of 03/31/06  $            3,475.68   

Pending Apr Income/Expense   
	 	
Phone  $               (27.76) 
06 dues income  $                185.00  
Apr, 06 Forcasted Balance  $             3,632.92  


