
your  own station!  In fact, I 
would challenge all of you to get 
on the air and make 30 and sub-
mit you log.  Doing so will have a 
huge impact on the club aggregate 
score and might cause the contest 
bug to bite you (Remember how 
much fun competing at Field day 
was?).  There are point benefits 
for “ rover”  stations, that is, sta-
tions that operate mobile in more 
than one county.  I don’ t expect 
any one to operate mobile for the 
sake of the Texas QSO party with 
gas costing $3 per gallon.  If you 
do operate mobile, however, and 
will be out running errands that 
weekend, consider a mobile entry 
and make yourself an even more 
valuable asset to the club. 

 

John - KB5NJD 
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Yep, its that time of year again - 
time when you can show your 
club pride and operating prowess 
by participating in the 2005 run-
ning of the Texas QSO party!  
Tune up those antennas and let’s 
get ready to go! 

 

The QSO party is really two 
competitions in one.  First, you 
are competing individually with 
other operators in your operating 
class just like any other contest.  
Secondly, and what makes this 
contest even more interesting, is 

that any QSO points that you make 
will be added together with the 
scores of other club members that 
submit a log to compete for a club 
aggregate award.  This means ex-
posure for the club and gives us an 
opportunity to show other clubs 
just what we are made of, not to 
mention the opportunity to com-
pete for a really nice trophy.  In 
2003, which was the first year that 
we operated as a club event, 
SWDCARC ranked #13 out of 18 
entries, for a total of 104,570 
points.  In 2004, we jumped up to 
#10 out of 24 entries for 148,999 
points.  We hope that in 2005 the 
upward trend continues in spite of 
lagging band conditions. 

 

So what can you do to get in-
volved?  First block out some time 
on the weekend of September 24th 
and 25th.  The competition runs on 
Saturday from 9am to 9pm local 
time and Sunday from 9am to 
3pm.  You don’ t have to operate 
the entire time and you don’ t 
even have to leave the comfor t of 
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Do you ever get tired  of the 
countless commercials on to-
day’s corporate run radio sta-
tions? Are you looking for more 
interesting and informative pro-
gramming than is currently 
available on a typical morning 
“Shock-Jock”  style programs? 
Shortwave radio may be of inter-
est to you. 

I have been enjoying this fun and 
informing hobby for 27 years. I 
started as a kid in middle school 
on Christmas Eve night of 1977. 
That night, Santa Claus stopped 
by my house a little early and 
brought me my first Shortwave 
radio. It was one of those multi-
band radios that picked up sev-
eral different bands including the 
police department and aircraft as 
well as 2-meter ham radio. 

I was thrilled with all of the dif-
ferent languages and countries 
that I would hear every night. 
The radio did not pick up past 12 
megahertz so I could not listen 
during the daytime. I was always 
stringing up wire antennas all 
over the outside of the house. I 
really miss those days when 
there were such stations as The 
Armed Forces Radio and Televi-
sion Service, Radio RSA South 
Africa, WRNO Worldwide from 
New Orleans and KUSW World-
wide from Salt Lake City. 

I would spend hours listening to 
various foreign broadcasts. I al-
ways looked forward to Friday 
evenings because I knew I could 

stay up late until well after mid-
night listening to my favorite 
broadcasts. 

As the years went on, I became 
frustrated with the limited per-
formance of the old multi-band 
radio. The band spectrum was lim-
ited and the selectivity and sensi-
tivity were both horrible. One 
night, while listening to a program 
called “Radio Earth”  via WRNO 
Worldwide, I heard an ad for a 
closeout on a Sony ICF 6500-W 
shortwave radio. I purchased one 
of these fine radios and I was 
amazed at the improvement of the 
new Sony over the old multi-band 
portable. I could hear the daytime 
bands above 12 megahertz and I 
also really enjoyed the radio’s 
digital frequency readout. Digital 
frequency readout is essential (in 
my opinion) to shortwave radio 
listening. It really helps tune in 
signals. This new Sony also had a 
beat frequency oscillator (BFO). 
This allowed me to hear Single 
Sideband transmissions. I could 
hear coast guard transmissions and 
amateur radio operators around 
the world. I didn’ t use this feature 
much as my interest in amateur 
radio did not start until around 
1990. About that same year, Radio 
Shack had a sale on their DX440 
shortwave radios. I purchased one 
of these around Christmas time 
and I was really impressed with 
the stability of the radios Phase 
Locked Loop (PLL) tuning circuit. 
Stations no longer drifted as they 
had on my previous 2 radios. The 
Realistic DX-440 was actually a 

Radio-Shack labeled version of 
the Sangean ATS-803A. I rec-
ommend electronically tuned 
radios for shortwave as well be-
cause they don’ t drift and they 
have memories for you to store 
your favorite stations. I used this 
Radio Shack/Sangean radio until 
one evening in September of 
1998. I was listening to WWL 
New Orleans (870 AM) excellent 
coverage of Hurricane Georges 
and the radio died. I guess the 
microprocessor went “kaput”  
because I was not able to revive 
it. Sangean had already quit 
making replacement parts for the 
radio and I had already replaced 
it with a Radio Shack DX-398 so 
I didn’ t really care too much and 
threw the radio in the trash can. 

The Radio Shack DX-398 is ac-
tually a Radio Shack labeled 
Sangean ATS-909. This radio is 
still sold today and it’s probably 
one of the better shortwave port-
ables on the market. A few years 
ago, the corporate geniuses in 
Fort Worth at Radio Shack de-
cided that it was a good idea to 
drop the Sangean-made short-
wave portables and replace them 
with Chinese-made Grundig/
Tecsun radios. This was a bad 
move in my opinion but I guess 
we cannot have everything per-
fect. 

I guess I’ve discussed radios 
enough so I’ ll talk a bit about 
antennas. I just use plain 22 
gauge copper wire from Radio 
Shack. Don’ t waste you money 
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Shortwave Listening …  

continued from page 2 

move in my opinion but I guess 
we cannot have everything per-
fect. 

I guess I’ve discussed radios 
enough so I’ ll talk a bit about an-
tennas. I just use plain 22 gauge 
copper wire from Radio Shack. 
Don’ t waste you money on those 
“active”  antennas. They have a 
tendency to amplify everything. 
They are supposed to amplify 
weak signals but they usually end 
up amplifying interference, They 
also overload the front end of the 
radio which causes distortion. 
Portable shortwave radios are de-
signed to operate on the built-in 
whips that come with them. 

I really cannot describe all of the 
programming that is available to 
shortwave listeners. My personal 
favorites are the “DX”  type pro-
grams that are on WWCR Nash-
ville on Saturday evenings. The 
frequency is 5070 KHz at 9PM.  
My least favorite programs are 
the various “preaching”  programs 
(The late Dr. Gene Scott, Brother 
Stair…etc) that are found 24 
hours a day on various frequen-
cies. 

Whatever your tastes may be, you 
can probably find something that 
interests you on shortwave. De-
cent portables from Sangean can 
be found locally at Fry’s Elec-
tronics. Grundig portables can be 
found at any Radio Shack store. 
Universal Radio and Ham Radio 

Outlet have a wide selection of 
radios if you prefer to shop 
online. 

 

Happy Listening and 73, 

 

Todd-KB5TMD 
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The Board of Directors of the 
Southwest Dallas County Ama-
teur Radio Club met on Tuesday 
September 6, 2005 at Windsor 
Park Baptist Church in De Soto. 
Teresa Rodgers (KD5UHI) called 
the meeting to order at 6:30 PM. 
Members present included Teresa 
Rodgers, Todd Huovinen, Paul 
Dryer, Johnny Roberson, and 
Neal Palmquist and John Lan-
gridge. Guests present included 
Danny Cromaz and Floyd Rod-
gers. 

 

Previous Minutes 

Approved 

 

Financial Report 

Presented by Neal Palmquist  
(W9NDP) 

 

Committee Repor ts: 
 

Repeater  

Both repeaters are functioning 
normally 

 

VE Testing 

Paul Dryer reported that their may 
be two people coming to test in 
September. 

 

Net Report 

Todd Huovinen presented the net 
report. 

 

Membership 

John Langridge (KB5NJD) re-

ported that our newest member is 
John Mc Clain (KE5FKP). Wel-
come to the SWDCARC, John 

 

County Bio-Ter ror ism/MRC-
COMM 

Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) reported 
that new radio gear has been in-
stalled at the MRC-COMM. The 
steering committee has been can-
celed due to Hurricane Katrina. 

 

Special Events Committee 

Teresa Rodgers reported that the 
chili cook off is on October 15th. 
The club Christmas party with be 
on December 14th. 

 

Website 

There is information on Hurricane 
Katrina relief as well as the up-
coming Texas QSO party which 
will be on September 24th and 
25th. 

 

Old Business 

 
None to report. 

 

New Business 

 
Danny Cromaz (W5WB) is on the 
Ham-Comm steering committee 
for 2006. Details of the Texas 
QSO Party were discussed. John 
Langridge suggested that the club 
resume transmitter hunts. 
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Presentation 
 

To be announced 

 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 
7:05 PM 

 

                                                                                 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 

                                                                                 
Todd Huovinen-KB5TMD 
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The general membership of the 
Southwest Dallas County Ama-
teur Radio Club met on Tues-
day August 16, 2005 at Windsor 
Park Baptist Church in De Soto. 
President Teresa Rodgers 
(KD5UHI) called the meeting to 
order at 6:32PM. 

 

Previous Minutes: approved 

 

Neal Palmquist (W9NDP) was 
absent so no financial report 
was presented at the meeting. 

 

Committee Repor ts: 
 

Repeater  

The output problems of the 2-
meter repeater have been 
solved. The seventy centimeter 
machine is working fine. 

 

VE Testing 

Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) reported 
that 2 people tested during the 
month of  August and they both 
passed their exams. 

 

Net Report 

Todd (KB5TMD) gave the net 
report. 

 

Membership Report 

John Langridge (KB5NJD) re-
ported that there were no new 
members to the SWDCARC 
this month. 

 

County Bio-Ter ror ism/MRC-
COMM 

Paul Dryer reported the results of 
the August 9th Bio-Terrorism drill 
that was held at Reunion Arena 
on August 9th. 

 

Special Events 

Drena Cromaz (KK5YC) and 
Teresa Rodgers gave details on 
upcoming club events. 

 

Club Website 

No changes to report. 

 

Old Business: 
none to report 

 

New Business: 
Ham-Com 2006 

HamCom is moving to the Plano 
Centre in Plano, Texas. Danny 
Cromaz (W5WB) is our represen-
tative on the Ham-Com steering 
committee. 

 

Presentation 

Danny Cromaz (W5WB) pre-
sented a presentation on the 
SWDCARC Field Day 2005. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 
7:29 PM. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Todd Huovinen-KB5TMD 

 

September 2005 
05th   No Net-Labor  Day 

12th   KC5MQC 

19th   KJ5UY 

26th   W5WB 
 

October 2005 
3rd    KB5TMD 

10th  KC5MQC 

17th  KJ5UY 

24th  W5WB 

31th  KB5TMD 

 

Net times are 8:00PM. 

147.060 + 110.9PL 

NCS �  � � � � �� 	
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General Fund    
 Checking: Petty Cash: 
Beginning Balance 8/1/05  $            1,023.34   
INCOME/EXPENSE   
Dues Income - 2005      
HamCom Equip Income   
Tranfer Petty Cash income     
TOTAL INCOME  $                         -     $                  -    
EXPENSES   
Trans to Special Event Fund   
Trans to Repeater Fund   
HOTY Award + Door prizes   
Field Day - Gen Fuel J. Roberson   
P.O. Box Rental    
TOTAL EXPENSES  $                         -     $                  -    
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE  $                         -     $                  -    
Ending Balance as of 8/31/05  $            1,023.34   $                 -    

Special Events Fund   
Beginning Balance 8/1/05  $                171.77   
INCOME/EXPENSE   
Trans from General Fund   
Fld day 05& Xmas 05  $                  32.00   
TOTAL INCOME  $                  32.00   
EXPENSES    
Cromaz Field Day food ck 454  $                  72.71   
Doyle Field Day meat ck 455  $                115.32   
TOTAL EXPENSES  $             (188.03)  
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE  $             (156.03)  
Ending Balance as of 8/31/05  $                  15.74   
   
Mater ial Proper ty Fund   
Beginning Balance 8/1/05  $            2,310.54   
INCOME/EXPENSE   
Trans from Gen Fund   
Dues Income - 2005   
Sale of Club Assets  $                         -     
TOTAL INCOME  $                         -     
EXPENSES   
Telephone ck 456 8-2-05  $                  27.51   
   
TOTAL EXPENSES  $                  27.51   
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE  $               (27.51)  
Ending Balance as of 8/31/05  $            2,283.03   
 Total:  Checkbook  $            3,322.11   
 Total:  Checkbook | Cash  $            3,322.11   
Ending Balance as of 8/31/05  $            3,322.11   

Pending Sept. Income/Expense   
	 	

Phone  $               (27.51) 

Seabury & Smith Insurance  $             (325.00) 

Sept. , 05 Forcasted Balance  $             2,969.60  
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Tri-County ARC presents … 

 

NCTECH 2005 
 

Azle, Texas 

Ash Creek Park 

 Hwy 199, Exit Denver Trail 

November 12th 7:00AM until Noon 

 

$4.00 Admission 

Indoor vendor tables $5.00 

Tailgate vendor ... free with paid 

 admission 
 

Door Pr izes, testing, ARRL 
NTX forum, lectures 

Talk-In 147.16 + (110.9pl) 
7.195MHz LSB 

 
More info at www.wc5c.org 


