
this.  All we can do is have faith and try 
to stay strong, but there comes a time 
when we must take care of ourselves, so 
you must keep in mind that even though 
we are doing our best to help others, you 
must slow down and take inventory of 
your own emotions and self.   

 

OWNERSHIP 

 

OWNERSHIP can be interpreted in 
many different ways.  My version is that 
when you see someone in need or you 
just want to sit around and complain, 
because someone is not doing things the 
way you would do them, you need take 
charge and jump into the middle of what 
you are complaining about, help them 
take some of the load off, take OWN-
ERSHIP!  If as many people that com-
plain and gripe about what other people 
are not doing would take the initiative to 
jump on the boat and help!  WOW, 
where would we be!  We are in a world 
today where there is not enough owner-
ship when our fellow man and friends, 
family etc get in trouble and have no one 
step up and take OWNERSHIP! 

 

Ask yourself, what has happened to our 
values of this society and why we will 
not allow ourselves to step up. 

 

Teresa , KD5UHI 

Notes f r om the Pr esident 

DISASTER 

 

With the horrific disasters the United 
States has experienced over the past 
several weeks, Hurricane Katrina and 
Rita how much can one nation experi-
ence and keep our faith as well as the 
energy to help our fellow American.  
I've had thoughts of these things as I've 
experienced not the same emotions and 
physical trauma that thousands of these 
individuals have, but what if this had 
happened to me, what and how would I 
handle this.  It is very easy to speak 
about how we would handle this or any 
type of disaster, but reality sets in an we 
would probably do the same thing a lot 
of these people would do.  The ques-
tions is do we stay?   Or do we leave?   

War, famine, floods, tornado's, earth 
quakes, hurricanes, terrorist attacks, etc.  
… It really does not matter what it is we 
must face,  these questions will eventually 
have to be answered and we must try to 
prepare ourselves emotionally and have a 
strong faith that no matter what, we will 
continue to go forward and only look 
back every now and then.  One of the 
many things which comes to thought is if 
we are never involved in one of these 
disasters it will effect us in some shape or 
form whether it be through a friend or 
family member.  Over the past several 
weeks I've felt some of the emotions of 
my associates in Louisiana, Mississippi 
and Texas and have felt through their 
stories of survival that I've lived through 
this with them.  You ask me how I can 
confirm this?  I know I've experienced 
through trying to locate each and every 
associate to be sure they are physically 
okay and then go forward to listen to the 
horror stories and feel the stress and emo-
tions they feel, an then ask why did this 
have to happen?  This is where I've tried 
to comfort and let them know this country 
is feeling the pain they feel.  At this point 
do you ask yourself am I doing enough or 
can I do more? 

Just because we don't jump and run to 
volunteer, there are many other ways we 
can comfort, provide and volunteer to 
help these individuals.   This is when we 
have conversation with anyone who has 
experienced these disasters or has a friend 
or family member who has, let them 
know how important it is that we are here 
for them and will help them restore the 
faith they may have lost.  You can never 
be completely prepared for a disaster.  We 
do not know how we will react emotion-
ally until that events happen.  Our brain is 
a very complicated instrument and people 
react different to stress and situations like 
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Greetings to all my friends, 

 

One of the handiest tools in the 
Radio Amateur’s tool box (besides 
the pliers and soldering iron) is the 
Volt Ohm Meter (VOM).   My 
work requires the use of a VOM 
most every day.  Let me share a 
few thoughts (some stories too) 
about our meters and examples of 
how I use this neat instrument to 
diagnose and test many of the cir-
cuits I work with.  Understand that 
I get a little long winded with my 
writings sometimes so Bill 
N5TXN may have to give you this 
article in sections.  It will be 
posted in its’  entirety on our web 
site www.swdcarc.org. 

 

I call the VOM Mr. Meter to my 
associates.  When discussing a 
problem circuit I usually exclaim 
“Let’s see what Mr. Meter has to 
say.”  to start the ball rolling on a 
diagnostic regimen. 

 

VOMs come in three varieties.   
There was the VOM or Volt Ohm 
Meter sometimes referred to as an 
analog meter.  Another meter was 
the Digital Volt Ohm Meter.  Yet 
another older meter was the Vac-
uum Tube Volt Ohm Meter.  All 
are still used today (some more 
than others) and have particular 
applications they are best at. 

 

ANALOG METERS 

The analog VOM is comparatively 
large test meter.   That is not to say 
there are dinky sized little cheapies 
out there in the market.  They have 
their use but I am keeping this con-
versation about the tools for the 

serious Ham or Technician.   The 
good ones usually it was housed in a 
bakelite or heavy plastic case.  Its’  
size was an advantage where it is easy 
to see the balanced, watch like, me-
chanical pointer as it points to some 
value on a scale. 

 

SIMPSON METERS 

  My favorite was a SIMPSON (I 
think the model was S210) brand me-
ter.  They were rugged and gave a 
visual reference of the voltage / resis-
tance / current values encountered.  
There are lots of stories where this 
style of meter held up to very rough 
environments and endeared them-
selves to their users for many years.  
One of their attributes was that one 
did not have to be a rocket scientist to 
use or interpret them.   With most ap-
plications,  meters are used as a refer-
ence indicator.  You didn’ t necessar-
ily have to know the exact value of a 
test, just “ is it more or less” what it 
should be.   No thought process was 
required to see that one resistor had 
more resistance than another, just 
watch how much the meter pointer 
moved.  We didn’ t really need to 
know that one resistor was 200�  and 
the other was 500�  we just wanted to 
know which one had the most resis-
tance.  Or maybe all we wanted to 
know was when a switch closed or is 
there “ juice”  available for the light 
bulb.  Most all the uses of a Multime-
ter requires a simple indication from 
the test. 

 

Another attribute of the Analog meter 
is the action of the meter pointer.  If 
one encountered an ac voltage where 
a DC voltage should be the AC com-
ponent could be easily seen by the 
vibrating meter pointer. 

 

A lot of speaker systems have been 
repaired using the analog meter to 
find the open speakers.  Put the 
meter in a low 10�  scale and the 
meter leads will have ~ 1.50volt 
battery (+ to red, - to black).  
Touch the leads across a speaker 
and watch the speaker cone move 
in or out pending which way the 
meter leads are put to the speaker 
terminals.   This is a great tool to 
install the new Car Stereo system. 

 

Intermittent connections such as 
poor car battery terminal connec-
tions can be more easily seen with 
the mechanical meter movements.   
Place the meter selector on the best 
DC voltage scale (max reading 
without “pegging”  the pointer) and 
attach between car body ground 
(black lead) and ignition wire (red 
lead) on the coil or distributor.   
Turn on the ignition key.  Watch 
the meter pointer while one wig-
gles connections on the battery, 
cables, connectors,  and wire har-
ness.  If there is a poor connection 
it may be spotted by a dip of the 
meter pointer.  Circuits in a Digital 
meter often react more slowly and 
sometimes cause one to miss that 
very brief intermittent connection. 

 

MEGGERS  

 Digital meters, for the most part, 
sport only a numerical display.  
Albeit the numbers will be accu-
rate but they are numbers, requir-
ing a little more interpretation as to 
what the numbers mean.  They 
sport high voltage and low current 
outputs.  I still handle them with 
respect and mind my Ps and Qs not 
to get across their output leads.    
The high voltage hurts. 

continued on page 3 ... 
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NCS �  � � � � �� 	
	

October  2005 
 

 3rd KB5TMD 

 10th KC5MQC 

 17th KJ5UY 

 24th W5WB 

 31st KB5TMD 

 

November 2005 
 

 7th KC5MQC 

 14th KJ5UY 

 21st W5WB 

 28th KB5TMD 

Net times are 8:00PM. 

 

… continued from page 2 

WHERE I  USE ONE A LOT  

It meter pointer was better than that 
of Digital meter’s numbers when we 
measure for leaks in the Teflon insu-
lation of a drum containing 5 miles 
of seven conductor wire cable (the 
“wireline” used for oil well logging). 
Wirel ines must not have any 
“ leakage” .   The signals from the 
downhole instruments suffer greatly 
should the line leak just a bit.  The 
Analog Meter we use is a special 
application meter called a MEGGER.   
This is a meter that applies high volt-
age ~1000v (at very very low cur-
rent) to the test.  This high voltage 
amplifies or breaks down insulation 
on a wire that has been compromised 
and renders a resistance or “ leak”  
measurement capable of very high 
(meg) ohms. 

 

The test is so sensitive that open air 
humidity shows a leak.  A digital 
meter would indicate this leak as 
would the analog meter.  What we 
discovered was that the analog meter 
was sensitive to a two second 
charge / discharge cycle on the line.  
Even though we had a leak indica-
tion, if we saw this faint movement 
of charge and discharge with the 
pointer movement on the Analog 
meter we knew the line was ok.  The 
Digital meter could not given the 
same interpretation and would cast 
doubt (and a lot of unnecessary 
work) on the wireline. 

The Megger is an excellent meter to 
find a tired or leaky coax.  It finds 
where the car door pinched the RG59 
coax or where the connectors are 
loaded with water. 
 

Back in the dark ages when I used to 
climb radio towers for a living, a 
Megger solved a perplexing problem 
involving a business band 440mhz 
trombone antenna array.  The top 
problem symptom was that the an-
tenna began to work too good.  It 
was located on a short 300’  tower.  
Mobile to tower communications 
became extraordinarily good on its’  
fringe range near 75 to 100 miles 
out.  But get within 10 miles of the 
tower a mobile could almost never 
be heard. VSWR was great.  I had 
inspected the antenna and found 
nothing obviously wrong.  I discon-
nected the antenna from the harness 
connections at each of the trombone 
shaped dipoles up and down the an-
tenna. Regular ohm meter readings 
showed no problems.  It was when 
we cranked (yep the meter had a gen-
erator in it) the megger on the coax 
and harness when the problem re-
vealed itself.  Seems an electrical 
storm had caused carbon trail leaks 
from the center core to the shield of 
the coax harness.  Seems these con-
ductive leaks became so only with 
RF or high voltage. Guessing by 
what was found and the top symptom 
we think the phasing of the trombone 
arrays was disturbed and caused all 
the RF energy to be projected to the 
horizon with no RF radiation under 
the tower. Replacement of the har-
ness fixed the problem and the an-
tenna coverage returned to normal. 

 

 LUCKY FIND 

I was able to pick one up at a swap 
meet for $25.00.  That’s it in the 
photo previous. It needed a little re-
pair to the measuring  probe and the 

top glass sported a crack.  A little 
clean up in the battery compart-
ment fixed it up to top notch use.   
It get used quite a lot.  Did I men-
tion EBAY to anybody? 

 

MORE LATER 

We have taken a bunch of space 
with this portion of the article.  
There is so much to tell about us-
ing the reliable and versatile VOM 
and the many kinds available.  I 
don’ t want to miss out on telling 
any of the story.  Next time we will 
get into the Digital VOM and 
many of the diagnostic tricks we 
can do with it. 

 

73’s DE,  N5KXA 

My Cheap Megger  
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The meeting was called to order 
at 6:30 pm on Oct 4, 2005 by the 
President, Teresa Rodgers 
(KD5UHI).   Members of the 
board and guests were recog-
nized. 
 
The minutes of the previous meet-
ing were reviewed and approved 
as stand. 
 
The financial report was pre-
sented by the Secretary, Neal 
Palmquist (W9NDP).  No issues 
were raised. 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Repeater : 
A discussion was raised about the 
perceived reduction in sensitivity 
of the 444.500 repeater and the 
reported incident(s) where the 
147.06 repeater dropped out.  
Danny Cromaz (W5WB) will fol-
low up.  Johnny Roberson 
(KJ5LB) reported that it was time 
to renew the repeater coordination 
and as part of that, moved that the 
club renew membership in the 
Texas VHF/FM Society (the re-
peater coordination agency).  
Membership cost $15.  Motion 
was seconded by Todd Huovenin 
(KB5TMD) and passed unani-
mously. 
 
VE Testing: 
Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) asked that 
some VE’s to be available for 
10/11/2005 for VE testing as 
there have already been some re-
quests for tests that night. 
 
 

Net Report:  
 The Monday night net is func-
tioning with an average of 10-15 
checkins each week.  
  
Membership: 
There were no new memberships 
or renewals to report. 
 
Dallas Co MRC: 
Rick Ellis (KJ5UY reported on 
the ham radio activities of the 
Texas State Guard/Medical Re-
serve Corps during Operations 
Katrina and Rita. 
  
Special Events: 
The next special events planned is 
the chili cookoff and JOTA op-
eration on October 15th.  Due to a 
change in availability of the loca-
tion at the park, this has been 
moved to the Windsor Park Bap-
tist Church in DeSoto.  The ac-
tivities committee is searching for 
a caterer to handle the Christmas 
dinner. 
 
Website: 
No issues were discussed. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Rick Ellis (KJ5UY) announced 
that based on numerous requests, 
there will be a resumption of fox-
hunting activity starting with a 
foxhunt in November.  This first 
hunt will be an on-foot operation 
at Valley Ridge Park in Cedar 
Hill at 9:00 am on November 5th.  
Rick will conduct an informal 
foxhunting clinic/tutoring session 
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from 8:30 to 9:00 prior to the hunt 
for those interested.  This will be 
the start of a series of foxhunts 
throughout the winter months 
building towards a large scale 
event with formal awards, etc., in 
the March timeframe. 
 
PRESENTATION 
 
The presentation for the October 
General Membership meeting 
will be Foxhunting, by Rick Ellis 
(KJ5UY). 
 
 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 
7:30 pm. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rick Ellis/KJ5UY, Secretary 
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When:  Saturday, October  15th 
6:00PM till ???? 

Where: Valley Ridge Park, Cedar  
Hill, TX  (Same place as last year) 

What:   Pr ize for  the best chili so cook 
up your  best recipe. 

Also pr ize for  the dish least resem-

bling chili (got a � � � � �soup or  

chicken &  dumpling recipe?) 

  

Br ing your  own dr inks, chairs, and 
guests.  Also if you don’ t wish to make 
chili, desser ts are always a welcome 
addition.�
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The meeting was called to order 
at 6:30 pm on  September 20, 
2005 by the President, Teresa 
Rodgers (KD5UHI).  The meet-
ing was opened with the Pledge 
of Allegiance and the Invoca-
tion was offered by Paul Dryer 
(KD5IVP).   Members of the 
board and guests were recog-
nized. 
 
The minutes of the previous 
meeting were reviewed and ap-
proved as stand. 
 
The financial report was pre-
sented by the Treasurer, Neal 
Palmquist (W9NDP). 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Repeater : 
Both repeaters are working with 
no issues. 
 
Website: 
 There were no issues. 
 
Net Report: 
The Monday night net is func-
tioning with 10-15 checkins 
each net. 
 
MRC/Comm: 
Paul Dryer/KD5IVP reported on 
the deployment of the MRC/
Comm to the Dallas Convention 
Center in September in support 
of the Hurricane Katrina shelter 
operations.  He also reported 
that installation is complete for 
the antenna and packet station at 
the HHS building, using HHS 

as the call, HHS-1 for the BBS 
and HHS-7 for the node 
. 
VE Testing: 
There  were 2 candidates testing 
in September and both passed.  
There will be a special VE session 
following this meeting to process 
a “grandfather”  upgrade.   
 
Special Events: 
 The annual Chili Cookoff will be 
held on Oct 15th in conjunction 
with Jamboree on the Air at Val-
ley Ridge Park in Cedar Hill. 
 
Membership: 
No new applications were submit-
ted. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
John Langridge (KB5NJD) re-
minded those present of the com-
ing Texas QSO Party this week-
end and urged members to partici-
pate as a club.  More information 
is available at www.txqp.org 
 
Members present asked Rick Ellis 
(KJ5UY) if transmitters hunts 
could resume in the near future.  
These will be planned and a 
schedule presented at the next 
board meeting. 
 
 
 
 

PRESENTATION 
 
Richard Baker (N5KXA) gave a 
demonstration of the use of oscil-
loscopes and troubleshooting. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 
7:30 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rick Ellis/KJ5UY, Secretary 
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General Fund   	

	 Checking: Petty Cash: 
Beginning Balance 9/1/05  $            1,023.34   
INCOME/EXPENSE  	
Dues Income - 2005      
HamCom Equip Income  	
Tranfer Petty Cash income     
TOTAL INCOME  $                         -     $                  -    
EXPENSES  	

Trans to Special Event Fund  $                200.00   
Trans to Repeater Fund  	
HOTY Award + Door prizes  	
Field Day - Gen Fuel J. Roberson  	
P.O. Box Rental    
TOTAL EXPENSES  $                200.00   $                  -    
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE  $             (200.00)  $                  -    
Ending Balance as of 9/30/05  $                823.34   $                 -    

Special Events Fund  	

Beginning Balance 9/1/05  $                  15.74   
INCOME/EXPENSE  	
Trans from General Fund  $                200.00   
Fld day 05& Xmas 05    
TOTAL INCOME  $                200.00   
EXPENSES   	

	 	 	
TOTAL EXPENSES  $                         -     
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE  $                200.00   
Ending Balance as of 9/30/05  $                215.74   

	 	 	

Mater ial Proper ty Fund  	
Beginning Balance 9/1/05  $            2,283.03   
INCOME/EXPENSE  	
Trans from Gen Fund  	
Dues Income - 2005  	
Sale of Club Assets  $                         -     
TOTAL INCOME  $                         -     
EXPENSES  	
Telephone ck 458 9-2-05  $                  27.51   
Seabury & Smith Insurance  $                325.00   
TOTAL EXPENSES  $                352.51   
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE  $             (352.51)  
Ending Balance as of 9/30/05  $            1,930.52   
 Total:  Checkbook  $            2,969.60   
 Total:  Checkbook | Cash  $            2,969.60   
Ending Balance as of 9/30/05  $            2,969.60   
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Pending October  	

	 	 	
Phone  $           (27.51)  
Texas VHF-FM Society 
Dues  $           (15.00)  
Oct. , 05 Forcasted Balance  $        2,927.09   
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