
What I'm trying to say here is life is 
always fun even through the trials 
and tribulations.  Every day is an 
adventure and a new learning experi-
ence!!!!!   I hope everyone who reads 
this understands the most important 
thing we can do is have fun and tell 
ourselves we may not be the best at 
everything we do, but we can at least 
do a little of everything. 

Notes f r om the Pr esident 
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I'm starting this story by telling eve-
ryone that when you think you have 
the tiger by the tail just remember 
one thing; my laptop and the main 
frame ate and digested the article 
which I spent time and effort to 
send on Friday afternoon,  May 6th.    
I knew the jig was up when the 
Board meeting on Tuesday, May 
3rd, we discussed getting our articles 
e-mailed to Bill Ellis in a timely 
manner.  Our deadline was to be 
Friday night after the Board meet-
ing.   I am the rebel with an opinion 

and that can be sometimes good and 
sometime not so good.  The one thing 
I constantly have to remind myself of 
is everyone has an opinion and we all 
have the right to voice what we are 
thinking.  This is one of the many 
thought processes which a president 
must keep in mind and in control.  He 
or she does not have complete control 
and this is a democracy.   Over the 
past couple of months I've had to 
learn patience, and to listen, listen, 
listen and listen and understand com-
pletely that some individuals may say 
one thing and mean something else.  
You would think with being in sales 
and then moving onto a bigger posi-
tion I would have this quality, but I 
have to work constantly on cleaning  
the wax out of my ears and to be fo-
cused on what is important and not to 
sweat the small stuff.    My Mom used 
to tell me when I was growing up to 
be patient and listen, listen, and listen.  
Also, that my opinion is not the only 
one out there in the great big world 
we all call home.  My article this 
month was on "The Art of Building A 
Dipole Antenna" imagine me doing 
this.  As I downloaded the instruc-
tions of this very simple antenna, I'm 
thinking about laying the instructions 
out on the floor, gathering the sup-
plies and trying to prove to myself 
this is easier than it looks.  In the back 
of my mind I'm saying "you can do 
it!" get with it and  lets show those so 
called experts that some of us do have 
what it takes to stay up with the best 
of the best. 
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2m: 147.060 + (110.9 PL) 

70cm: 444.500 + (Open) 
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According to the Radio Society 
of Great Britain, Guinness World 
Records Ltd has awarded a cer-
tificate to Finnish radio amateur 
Jukka Heikinheimo, OH2BR, for 
a record number of contacts made 
by an individual from one loca-
tion in one year. Operating as 
VP6BR from Pitcairn Island, 
Heikinheimo made 56,239 con-
tacts between January 25 and 
April 21, 2000. 
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MAY 

 2nd KB5TMD 

 9th KC5MQC 

 16th KJ5UY 

 23rd W5WB 

 30th No Net - 

      Memorial Day 

 

JUNE 

 6th KB5TMD 

 13th KC5MQC 

 20th KJ5UY 

 27th W5WB  

 

 Net times are 8:00PM. 

 Bluebonnet net is at 8:45PM 

So June 2004 was a weird month.  
Not only did we get more rain in a 
single week than we typically do 
in six months (some people got 
more than they do in a year!), we 
had one of the most enjoyable 
field days that I can remember.  
After field day had ended the ex-
citement and adrenaline had not 
and the next major operating 
event was just around the corner: 
The IARU HF World Champion-
ship.  This contest was right up 
there with CQWW DX and 
brought out all the big names that 
you would be accustom to hearing 
on a big contest weekend.  I had 
to start preparing!  Having not 
missed this contest in several 
years there wasn’ t a lot of prepa-
ration to do except for the fact 
that all of the June rain had set 
back the process of getting my 
house painted to July – early July 
to be exact.  As a result, a few 
antennas had to be taken down 
lest they be destroyed by my less 
than careful painters (as an aside, 
why do most painters seem to 
drive the same beat up pickup 
truck and always seems to leave 
the obligatory oil stain in your 
driveway?).  One antenna, the 20 
meter delta loop, was one that I 
could not do without if I was go-
ing to be successful in this con-
test.  I was just going to have to 
take my chances, which sound 
great in principle, until you real-
ize that reality is a painter’s lad-
der pulling the antenna down 
when you go inside for a few mo-
ments – all that supervising to 
that point had gone to waste!  No 
time for repairs as the contest 
starts in the morning and the 

painters will be back bright and 
early to continue their destructive 
path through my antenna farm 
and landscaping.  Still having the 
40m and 80m antennas up I make 
due, keeping in mind that I can’ t 
devote all the time I want to for 
the contest since I am supervising 
the painters.  With so-so condi-
tions and probably less than an 
hour of operating, I only end up 
with 75 QSO’s, 20 multipliers 
and a dismal score of only 3520 
points.  What a crushing blow to 
my ego!  This finish wasn’ t really 
worth the effort to submit the log, 
but I might as well.  If nothing 
else, I could be a check log for 
some of the larger stations that I 
worked.   

 
Spring forward to March 2005.  
The results are in – Gosh, I don’ t 
think I can bare to look.  How 
could this be???  KB5NJD – 1st 
place, single operator, CW only, 
Low Power, North Texas Section, 
Zone 7!  Am I seeing things?  It 
appears that I was the only one in 
NTX to enter the low power CW 
only category this year.  I guess 
all the big guns were out fishing 
that weekend.  Days later, the cer-
tificate arrived – what elation! 

 

.It didn’ t matter that my score was 
the worst it had ever been!  I had 
won the section and in years 
down the road, no one would ever 
remember that my score was be-
low par – I had the certificate on 
the wall and that is what mat-
tered! 

 

The moral of the story is this: No 
matter how badly you think you 
may have done, send in that 
log!!!!  You might be very pleas-
antly surprised with the outcome!  
The next installment of the IARU 
HF world championship is July 9. 
CU in the pileup!  

 73 de John KB5NJD.. 
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The crew, KJ5LB, KC5QBC, KB5LJD, W5WB, 
KD5SCZ, KD5IVP 

Why is the old guy standing up and the young 
guy sitting down? 

Must be a union job, two working and 
three supervisors! 

I  think he is about to explode from breakfast! 

These guys are too old to play Pick Up Sticks! 

Looks straight to me. 
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A story in pictures 
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Okay, the world title for fastest text 
messaging is still raging in the 
streets. The victor in the most recent 
contest was a bit of a dark horse — 
93-year-old telegraph operator 
Gordon Hill delivered a resounding 
whoopin’  to his rival, 13-year-old 
Brittany Devlin, using Morse Code. 
Of course, Mr. Hill does have nigh 
on 80 years of practice under his 
belt, which was enough to help him 
triumph even despite Brittany’s lib-
eral use of texting slang (Mr. Hill 
transmitted the chosen phrase ver-
batim). The showdown was spon-
sored by the Powerhouse Museum 
in Sydney, Australia, and the rivals 
had to transmit the following mes-
sage: “Hey, girlfriend, you can text 
all your best pals to tell them where 
you are going and what you are 
wearing.”  Engadget’s switching 
over to Morse from now on. 

General Fund      
  Checking: Petty Cash: 
Beginning Balance 3/1/05  $                542.50    
INCOME/EXPENSE     
Dues Income - 2005  $                  55.00      
HamCom Equip Income  $                  -      
Tranfer Petty Cash income     
TOTAL INCOME  $                  55.00   $                  -    
EXPENSES     
Trans to Special Event Fund     
Trans to Repeater Fund     
HOTY Award + Door prizes     
Web Sight (Danny Cromaz)     
Ham Comm Table     
TOTAL EXPENSES  $                         -     $                  -    
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE  $                  55.00   $                  -    
Ending Balance as of 3/31/05  $                597.50   $                 -    
Special Events Fund     
Beginning Balance 3/1/05  $                216.03    
INCOME/EXPENSE     
Trans from General Fund     
(Special Event)     
TOTAL INCOME  $                         -      
EXPENSES     
      
TOTAL EXPENSES  $                         -      
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE  $                         -      
Ending Balance as of 3/31/05  $                216.03    
      
Repeater  Fund     
Beginning Balance 3/1/05  $            2,592.20    
INCOME/EXPENSE     
Trans from Gen Fund     
Dues Income - 2005  $                  55.00    
Sale of Club Assets  $                         -      
TOTAL INCOME  $                  55.00    
EXPENSES     
Telephone ck 444 3-1-05  $                  27.47    
TOTAL EXPENSES  $                  27.47    
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE  $                  27.53    
Ending Balance as of 3/31/05  $            2,619.73    
 Total:  Checkbook  $            3,433.26    
 Total:  Checkbook | Cash  $            3,433.26    
Ending Balance as of 3/31/05  $            3,433.26    
Pending Apr. Income/Expense      
Apr. 05 Dues income  $                  75.00    
PO Box expense  $            (48.00)   
Phone  $               (27.47)   
Apr. 05 Forcasted Balance  $             3,432.79    
Rev A added dues income & PO 
Box Expense    
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The meeting was called to order 
at 6:30 pm on May 3, 2005 by the 
President, Teresa Rodgers 
(KD5UHI).   Members of the 
board and guests were recog-
nized. 
 
The minutes of the previous meet-
ing were reviewed and approved 
as stand. 
 
The financial report was pre-
sented by the Secretary, Neal 
Palmquist (W9NDP).  No issues 
were raised. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Repeater :  No issues were dis-

cussed. 
VE Testing:   At the time of the 

board meeting, there were no 
advance requests for VE test-
ing on May 10th, however, 
Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) asked 
that some VE’s to be available 
for that night if requests were 
made. 

Net Report:  The Monday night 
net is functioning with an av-
erage of 15 check-ins each 
week.   

Membership:  There were no 
new memberships or renewals 
to report. 

County Bio-Terror ism:  There is 
a work day planned for May 
7, 2005 at the Dallas County 
Health & Human Services 
building to assemble/package/
test portable 2-meter/packet 
stations.  These will be tested 
and used in the forthcoming 
exercise on August 9, 2005.  
Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) will be 
taking Web EOC training as 

part of the preparation for that 
exercise.  Grant money has 
been obtained to purchase 
equipment for up to 36 sta-
tions:  Paul and Johnny 
Roberson (KJ5LB) will be 
developing a final equipment 
list to submit for the purchase 
of equipment. 

Special Events:  The next special 
events planned are the Ham-
Com tailgate party, Saturday 
June 4th at noon in the trees 
north of the Convention Cen-
ter.  Following that is the 
Field Day dinner on Saturday, 
June 25th at 6:00pm.  Rebecca 
Ellis (KC5FHG) requested 
that anyone interested in help-
ing develop the budget for the 
activities committee remain 
after the board meeting for a 
brief discussion. 

Website:  No issues were dis-
cussed. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Field Day:  The Field Day com-

mittee/teams will be meeting 
to assemble and test the new 
triband HF antenna, tenta-
tively planned for May 21st at 
9:00 am. 

Ham-Com:  The Material Prop-
erty committee will be re-
viewing the club assets for 
any surplus assets that can be 
disposed of during HamCom.  
The club has a table reserved 
again at the HamCom indoor 
flea market:  Any club mem-
ber wishing to trade/see 
equipment from this table is 
welcome. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
Board Member Vacancy:  Todd 

Huovenin (KB5TMD) moved 
and Rick Ellis (KJ5UY) sec-
onded the nomination of John 
Landridge (KB5NJD) to fill 
the remainder of the board 
member term left vacant by 
the resignation of Dave 
Tucker (KC5CPO).  The 
nomination was approved by 
unanimous vote of the board. 

Meeting Location:  The board 
agreed to move the location of 
the Board Meeting to the 
same location as the General 
Membership meeting, Win-
dsor Park Baptist Church in 
DeSoto.  Those wishing to 
dine prior or during future 
board or general membership 
meetings are encouraged to 
bring the dinner of their 
choice, either from home 
(which may be reheated in the 
kitchen facilities adjacent to 
the meeting area) or take out.  
The only meeting that will 
continue to be catered will be 
the annual Christmas dinner 
in December. 

 
PRESENTATION:  The presen-
tation for the May General Mem-
bership meeting will be on HF 
Digital Modes, by David Lusk 
(N5UV).  David set up the digital 
station at Field Day. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 
7:30 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  Rick 
Ellis/KJ5UY, Secretary 
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The meeting was called to order 
at 6:30 pm on April 19, 2005 by 
the President, Teresa Rodgers 
(KD5UHI).  The meeting was 
opened with the Pledge of Alle-
giance and the Invocation was 
offered by Paul Dryer (KD5IVP).   
Members of the board and guests 
were recognized. 
 
The minutes of the previous meet-
ing were reviewed and approved 
as stand. 
 
The financial report was pre-
sented by the Treasurer, Neal 
Palmquist (W9NDP). 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Repeater :  There were no issues 

at this time. 
 
Website:  The 2005 membership 

list on the website has been 
updated:  Members should 
check to see if they are listed.  
If not, let Danny Cromaz 
(W5WB) know. 

 
Net Report:  The Monday night 

net is functioning with 15 – 
20 check-ins each week. 

 
County Bio-Terror ism – MRC/

Comm:  Planning is under-
way for the Aug 9th exercise.  
Details will  be discussed at 
the MRC/Comm meeting on 
Tuesday, April 22, 2005. 

 
Field Day:  A work party con-

vened on April 12th to repair/
evaluate the Club’s antennas 

and the trailer in preparation 
for Field Day. 

 
VE Testing:  There 2 candidates 

testing, 1 passed for new 
Technician Licenses. 

 
Special Events:  The following 

events are planned in the fu-
ture: HamCom tailgate party, 
June 4th at 12:00 pm; Dinner 
during the Field Day opera-
tion, June 25th at 6:00 pm;  
Chili cook-off sometime in 
September, date TBD.  The 
activities committee will meet 
after the next board meeting 
to develop an activities 
budget. 

 
Membership:  No discussion 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
The audit of the club financial 

activities for 2004 was con-
ducted by Ben Barber 
(K5NEB).  No discrepancies 
were noted. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
David Tucker (KC5CPO) has re-

signed from his position on 
the Board of Directors.  The 
board will appoint a succes-
sor. 

A motion was made by Danny 
Cromaz (W5WB) to replace 
the triband HF antenna with a 
new antenna, a HyGain 
TH3JR with an expected cost 
of $320 coming from the Ma-
terial Property Fund.  Motion 
was seconded by Paul Dryer 

(KD5IVP) and approved by 
those present with a unanimous 
vote. 

A motion was made by Paul Dryer 
(KD5IVP) to donate the old tri-
band antenna to Richard Baker 
(N5KXA).  Motion was sec-
onded by Danny Cromaz 
(W5WB) and approved by 
those present with a unanimous 
vote. 

 
PRESENTATION:  Todd 
Huovinen (KB5TMD) and Richard 
Baker (N5KXA) presented a pro-
gram on Short Wave listening. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:49 
pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Rick Ellis/
KJ5UY, Secretary 
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June 3,4,5 

ARRL West Gulf Division Convention 

Arlington Convention Center  

 
Fr iday:  Noon—7:00PM 

Saturday: 9:00AM—5:00PM 

Sunday:  9:00AM—2:00PM 

�

�

The club will have a inside 
Flea Market table, so if you 
have some “ junk”  or  valuable 
radio gear  that you wish to 
sell, contact Danny (W5WB). 


