
Floyd tried for many years to drag 
me in and would tell him I’m not 
going into that black hole!  We 
happen to be driving down the 
road one afternoon on a long trip 
and of course the girls and I had 
to listen to the chatter of ham op-
erators all the way and he would 
act like we did not exist. 

   

 The big day finally came, and I 
was hit hard by what I call THE 
BIG BOLT, we were traveling 
down the road and I ask Floyd to 
do a third party traffic.  Floyd 
proceeded to do this and oh my 
gosh, wow, bam, it hit me I could 
not stop, it was like an addic-
tion.  He could not drag or 
threaten me to get off the ra-
dio.  The feeling I had was like 
power, I can do this and what a 
group of different personalities to 
chat with.   

 

 My perception had been why dif-

Notes f r om the Pr esident 

� I remember when KC5QBC, 
Floyd first became involved in 
the hobby and joined the 
club.   He drank, ate and had 
great visions of what his next 
radio would be and how quick 
could he get his extra li-
cense.  My thoughts were, oh no, 
another hobby!!!!!!!!!!!!!  

  

 I recall many of the field days 
after Floyd became very active in 
this hobby and how every year I 
would have visions of  him try-
ing  to dangle the chocolate in 
front of my nose as if to lead a 

horse to the water, but the horse 
won’ t drink.  He tried so hard to 
get me interested, but I would not 
budge, I would say to him, 
boooooooring!!  There was one 
field day which was rapidly ap-
proaching and Floyd would give 
me updates, when, how, and the 
why’s of this great day as if it was 
a countdown to Christmas.  The 
only thing that would pass through 
my brain was how could anyone 
enjoy setting on a hard bench, 
lawn chair or on the ground in the 
heat, sweating and speaking with a 
lot of different people from who 
knows where for a bunch of letters 
and numbers which would be re-
corded on paper and in a com-
puter.   And why would you want 
to stay all night and be eaten alive 
by mesquites and anything else 
that might decide they need a 
sugar fix.   How stupid could one 
group of individuals be!  In realty I 
was the one lacking the intelli-
gence.  I would be the good wife 
and make a covered dish and go 
support his efforts, have dinner, 
sweat, smile a lot and then about 2 
hours later tell everyone to have a 
great night and go home and throw 
out all the magazines, etc… that I 
knew KC5QBC would never miss 
when he came home the next 
morning, QST magazines, HA, 
HA. 
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2m: 147.060 + (110.9 PL) 

70cm: 444.500 + (Open) 
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up that morning with great antici-
pation of how the game would be 
played and no matter what hap-
pened the end result would be that  

we are all winners even if all we 
could make was one contact. The 
rain was pouring down that day as 
the club was setting up and even 
through the evening it continued to 
rain, but that did not stop any of 
us.  At one point I was told we 
would have to move the station 
back some to keep it covered from 
the rain, and what do you think I 
thought, well I said to myself, I’m 
just getting started and  my nerv-
ous stomach is calming and now 
you want me to stop.  They must 
have been crazy if they thought I 
would stop!!!!!!!!!!!   As we pro-
gressed through the night, I could 
see the wee hours creeping up on 
us and if was obvious we were ex-
hausted and getting less formal on 
the radio. I will never forget how 
we would jump up and down and 
do a little dance and scream, just 
because we were able to get Lon-
don or Germany.  WOW, what a 
thrill and rush as if being on a giant 
roller coaster. 

 

 

 

 

 

would I want to talk to all these 
different people when I do it for a 
living all day, but that quickly 
changed when I found out what 
wonderful friendships can grow 
from this and how much informa-
tion you can gain from this 
hobby.  The door is wide open. 

 At this point I wanted to go for the 
record and absorb all I could and 
then some!!!!   

 

 I experienced last year what I 
would call my baptism of field 
day.  I volunteered to run the 
GOTA station which I’m thinking 
what does that stand for?  Finally 
someone explained, Get On The 
Air.   About a month or two before 
field day my goal was to get as 
many people involved in the 
GOTA station as possible.  So 
every time I was on the air I would 
just nearly jump through the radio 
and announce to the world how 
great our club would be and we 
needed all the people we could 
get.  I went as far as to persuade 
the Today newspaper to interview 
and explain how important this day 
was and how more people should 
be involved. 

 

To me the anticipation was as if 
you see a child that can hardly 
wait  for Santa Claus to come and 
bring all the wonderful toys.  I was 
so excited as it came closer my 
palms would get sweaty at the 
thought of operating and making 
sure I did it the right way.   

 

 Finally, the day was here I jumped  

That morning the air was cool 
and crisp, we never gave it up 
even through breakfast.  Our 
bright shining eyes with the dark 
circles underneath were beam-
ing.   

 

We all had such bright smiles the 
sun had to hide behind the 
clouds!!!!!!!!!!!  Even after that 
many hours there is still an ex-
citement that cannot be explained 
until you experience it. 

 This is what KC5QBC, Floyd 
experienced and many oth-
ers.  He tried for so many years 
to explain, but was not able to 
pass on the feelings of excite-
ment, plus I thought how much 
fun could a much of ham opera-
tors have just setting around talk-
ing. 

 

I want to pass on to anyone who 
reads this; you do not know what 
you are missing until you jump 
off into the water.  This is some-
thing everyone can do, never tell 
yourself you can’ t!!!! 

 

I personally look at this hobby in 
this way:  Recognition is an ener-
gizing action which can go up, 
and down, and sideways.  Just 
say to everyone trying to succeed 
i n  t he hobb y  “ Good 
Job,”   “You’ re the best,”  and 
positive energy flows from be-
tween, to, and from many people. 

 

Sincerely, 

Teresa Rodgers, KD5UHI 
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JUNE 

 6th KB5TMD 

 13th KC5MQC 

 20th KJ5UY 

 27th W5WB  

 

 

JULY 

4th No net 

11th KB5TMD 

18th KC5MQC 

25th W5WB 

 

 Net times are 8:00PM. 

 Bluebonnet net is at 8:45PM 

Does everybody remember when 
it was 120 days until Field Day? 
Well, don’ t look now, but it’s just 
about here. Field Day has become 
the premier social event of the 
Southwest Dallas County Ama-
teur Radio Club along with being 
a great time to put our hobby in 
front of the public. We will be 
setting up again this year at the 
Valley Ridge Park in Cedar Hill 
where we have enjoyed the use of 
the facilities the last two years. 
( Or has it been three?)  I do know 
that the City of Cedar Hill should 
be commended for its support of 
our club’s Field Day activities by 
allowing us the free use of the 
park pavilion where we set up our 
operations. 

 

So, who will have the most fun 
this year? 

 

Will it be the CW operators who 
always seem to get a kick out of 
all the contacts that they pull out 
of the ozone? CW does give us 
the most “bang for the buck”  by 
counting double the points over 
any phone contact. The CW op-
erators are good at what they do 
and enjoy doing it. It’ s a kick 
watching them have all that fun. 

 

If not the CW operators, will the 
GOTA (Get On The Air) station 
have the most fun? This station is 
for the all operators (and prospec-
tive ones also) that don’ t get a 
chance to get on HF much if at 
all. It’s a great opportunity for 
anyone with the help of a control 
operator to get on the air. We 

hope to get some non amateurs on 
the air as well as club members 
who don’ t regularly operate on 
HF. 

 

Well, how about the digital modes 
such as PSK-31 or RTTY? Those 
that like the use of computers will 
really like these modes. Like the 
CW contacts, the digital contacts 
are also double the points. Now 
that’s fun! 

 

I’m sure those die hard phone op-
erators will have fun too. After 
all, what good is it if you can’ t 
have fun while also having 
friendly banter with those nasty 
CW operators? The phone station 
has an upgraded HF beam to use 
this year. It will be hoisted up on 
our nifty shiny crank up tower 
and without getting the first con-
tact, just looking at it will be a lot 
of fun. And who knows, they 
might finally give those CW op-
erators a run for their money. 

 

What about the people that show 
up for our great dinner that Satur-
day evening? They are sure to 
have fun. Along with the CW tal-
ents of Mike Doyle (N5NXN) at 
the CW station, he is at his best at 
the BBQ cooker. Add the covered 
dishes that everyone will bring 
and it will be a feast to remember. 

 

Speaking of fun, we can’ t leave 
out the crazy antics that always 
shows up in the wee hours of the 
night and morning as the opera-
tion continues. Of course, the op-

portunity to enjoy the Sunday 
morning breakfast will be fun too. 
With the breakfast, it will fuel us 
all the way until noon when the 
Field Day contest is over. 

 

As Field Day chairman, I will be 
having fun too. From watching 
everyone enjoying themselves at 
Field Day to taking digital pic-
tures to show at the next club 
meeting, it’s all a blast. 
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One of my favorite expressions is 
RTFM.  It applies to so many 
things, really life in general.  
However, it really applies to areas 
of technology.  Ham radio being 
in that area of technology, RTFM 
is most appropriate. 

 

About three weeks ago, several 
members of SWDCARC met for 
the normal Los Lupe’s breakfast 
prior to an antenna party.  The 
purpose of the antenna party was 
to check out the newly purchased 
Hy-Gain tri-bander, before put-
ting it into service at Field Day.  
So after breakfast we met at Lak-
eridge Park, the Field Day site, 
and begin the antenna checkout. 

 

Now the antenna had been assem-
bled several days earlier by Mr. 
Roberson (KJ5LB).  And if you 
know Mr. Roberson, you know 
the antenna was assembled to ex-
acting measurements.  Then Mr. 
Roberson disassembled the an-
tenna into sections, making reas-
sembly a no-brainer.  So the an-
tenna party tasks were to reassem-
ble the antenna sections, mount 
the antenna on the mast, put the 
mast on the portable tower and 
hoist the tri-bander into the air 
and see how it worked. 

 

With these goals in mind, the 
teams began their work.  Some 
worked on the tri-bander while 
some prepared the tower, while 
others sat back and watched and 
supervised (yours truly was a 
member of the latter).  After the 
antenna was together and 

mounted on the mast, a quick 
check of the SWR was taken.  It 
was about 4:1.  Head scratching 
then commenced.  “Will of course 
the SWR will be high with the 
antenna a mere 5’  off the ground”  
was decided, so up on the tower 
goes the antenna.  Now the crank 
up tower is cool, but cranking up 
is work.  Just remember this point 
as the story unfolds.  Crank, 
crank, crank, the antenna is now 
at about 30’ .  SWR check time … 
it is off the scale, 20:1 or worse.  
It has to be the meter (the meter 
being used is a high-dollar MFJ 
Antenna Analyzer), “get a differ-
ent meter is shouted” .  In comes 
high dollar MFJ #2.  The SWR is 
the same, maybe a little worse.  
“The element measurements must 
be off”  is cried.  “That is all it 
could be”  is echoed.  Down 
comes the tower, down comes the 
antenna.  Trip number 1 in now 
complete.  Now remember who 
put the antenna together origi-
nally, do you really think the 
measurements are going to be off 
anything more than a 1/32” , and 
that will be the difference in the 
measurement point??  OK, every-
thing is now “more perfect” , trip 
number 2 begins, crank, crank, 
crank, same results.  Bad coax is 
the next demon to chase, down 
and crank, crank, crank up, trip 
number 3, same results.  The hair-
pin match is wrong, trip number 
4, same results.  Long story short, 
after about 10 trips, each with an-
other expert opinion being tested, 
someone finally suggested hook-
ing the antenna to a radio.  The 
radio chosen happened to have a 
built in SWR meter.  Trip 11, 

SWR is 1.5:1 on the radio’s SWR 
meter. 

 

“What’s the deal!!!”  … RTFM!!  
See excerpt from the MFJ man-
ual: 

 
MFJ-269 Instruction Manual HF/
VHF/UHF SWR Analyzer          page: 4 

 

1.3 A Quick Word about Accuracy 

The following text details several com-
mon problems and reasons they occur.  
The most likely source of false readings, 
when measuring antennas, is uninten-
tional external voltages applied to the 
antenna port of this unit. An optional HF 
filter, MFJ-731, greatly reduces external 
interference without modifying imped-
ance or SWR measurements a significant 
amount. 

Measurement errors. 

Unreliable readings are rooted in three 
primary areas: 

1.) Signal ingress from external voltage 
sources, usually strong AM broadcast 
stations. 

2.) Diode detector and A/D converter 
errors. 

3.) The impedance of connectors, con-
nections, and connecting leads. 

 

Now think of where Valley Ridge 
Park is located. 

 

Moral of the story … RTFM – 
READ THE FRICKEN MAN-
UAL 

 

73, 

BILL, N5TXN 
Names and call signs were omitted to protect 
the guilty!! 
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The meeting was called to order 
at 6:30 pm on June 7, 2005 by the 
President, Teresa Rodgers 
(KD5UHI).   Members of the 
board and guests were recog-
nized. 
 
The minutes of the previous meet-
ing were reviewed and approved 
as stand. 
 
The financial report was pre-
sented by the Secretary, Neal 
Palmquist (W9NDP). 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Repeater :  The 70cm repeater 

was experiencing interference 
from an intermittent signal, 
possibly from the area around 
the Duncanville High School.  
Members who detect the sig-
nal on input are encouraged to 
contact Rick Ellis/KJ5UY for 
DF efforts. 

 
VE Testing:  Two Extra Class 

VE’s are needed for the VE 
session on June 14th. 

 
Net Report:  The Monday night 

net is functioning with an av-
erage of 10-15 check-ins each 
week.   

 
Membership:  The following 

new applications for club 
membership were approved 
by the board:  Russell Barber/
KE5EWB and Cory Hine/
AD5QP. 

 
County Bio-Terror ism:  The 

equipment order for the MRC 
Comm has been submitted.  

When the equipment arrives, 
extensive effort will be re-
quired by the MRC Com team 
to build/package stations.  The 
training planned for June 11th 
is one of the 3 drills that MRC 
Comm members must attend 
2 of to participate in the Aug 
9th exercise. 

 
Special Events:  There were 5 

club members at the tailgate 
party at HamCom.  Leftover 
drinks will be brought to Field 
Day.  Donations will be ac-
cepted at Field Day to offset 
costs for drinks and food.   
Drena Cromaz/KK5YC is col-
lecting information on who is 
planning to attend the Field 
Day BBQ dinner and break-
fast. 

 
Website:  No issues. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Field Day:  The tri-band antenna 

has been tested and is ready 
for Field Day.  Teresa Rod-
gers/KD5UHI and Lisa Dryer/
KD5ZKC will be setting up 
the GOTA station using the 
club box. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

Danny Cromaz/W5WB of-
fered to serve as the Club 
representative on the 
HamCom 2006 steering 
Committee. 
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PRESENTATION  
 
Danny Cromaz/W5WB and John 
Langridge/KB5NJD will present 
a Field Day warm-up program, 
including operating tips and in-
struction at the next General 
Membership meeting on June 
21st. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 
7:45 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rick Ellis/KJ5UY, Secretary 
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I guess the answer is that everyone 
will be having more fun than those 
that don’ t participate. Please don’ t 
let the opportunity slip, even if you 
can only stay a little while. 

Of course, if you want to spend the 
night, come on down. We will leave 
a light on for you! 

 

Sign up sheets will be at the club 
meeting June 21st. See you there!  
John Langridge (KB5NJD) and I 
will be giving the program on the 
upcoming Field Day. You can direct 
any questions or comments to field-
day2005@swdcarc.org . 

 

Danny Cromaz, W5WB 
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The meeting was called to order 
at 6:30 pm on May 17, 2005 by 
the President, Teresa Rodgers 
(KD5UHI).  The meeting was 
opened with the Pledge of Alle-
giance and the Invocation was 
offered by Paul Dryer (KD5IVP).   
Members of the board and guests 
were recognized. 
 
The minutes of the previous meet-
ing were reviewed and approved 
as stand. 
 
The financial report was pre-
sented by the Treasurer, Neal 
Palmquist (W9NDP). 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Repeater :  There were no issues 

at this time. 
 
Website:  There were no issues.  

Both repeaters are functioning 
well. 

 
Net Report:  The Monday night 

net is functioning with 13 
check-ins during the last net. 

 
County Bio-Terror ism – MRC/

Comm:  Planning is under-
way for the Aug 9th exercise.  
There was an exercises last 
Saturday practicing for that 
event. 

 
Field Day:  There will be a Field 

Day “dress rehearsal”  this 
coming Saturday starting at 
9:00, practicing setting up the 
crank-up tower and tri-bander. 

VE Testing:  There 2 candidates 
testing, both passed for new 
Technician Licenses. 

 
Special Events:  The following 

events are planned in the fu-
ture: HamCom tailgate party, 
June 4th at 12:00 pm.  Sodas 
will be provided.  Dinner dur-
ing the Field Day operation, 
June 25th at 6:00 pm, the com-
mittee needs an estimated 
head count from the member-
ship planning to attend in or-
der to prepare for the dinner 
and breakfast.  The activities 
committee developed a budget 
request of $550 that will be 
considered at the next board 
meeting. 

 
Membership:  No discussion 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
David Tucker (KC5CPO) had re-

signed from his position on 
the Board of Directors.  The 
board appointed John Lan-
gridge (KB5NJD) as his re-
placement. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
PRESENTATION 
 
 Dave Lusk (N5UV) gave a pres-
entation and demonstration re-
garding various HF digital modes, 
including live contacts on PSK31. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 
8:00 pm. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 Rick Ellis/KJ5UY, Secretary 

CQ, CQ, CQ 
Field Day 

June 25th &  June 26th 

Laker idge Park 

Cedar Hill, Texas 
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Come join in the fun.  Br ing the 
spouse and kids.  We will have a 
GOTA (Get On The Air ) station 
for  non-Hams to join in the fun 
with. 

 

Don’ t forget the BBQ dinner  on 
Saturday evening. 


