
of myself to others or a cause with 
which I can make and impact in to-
day’s world!!!!! 

 

As we go through life we must de-
cide what role we will play in mak-
ing this a better place for our future 
generations.   We must decide where, 
and how we are needed most.  As my 
dad would say “Go for the gusto!!!!”  

 

In today’s times we have to be more 
aware of what is happening in our 
world!  One subject, which I feel 
very strong about, is terrorism.  With 
the recent bombings in the London 
public transportation system, it may 
seem far away, but it has happened 
here and will continue to happen, but 
the next time it could be a bioterror-
ism.  This is why I have chosen to be 
involved with County Bioterrorism. 

We do not have any options, but to 
build a better future for our children 
and make life more secure! 

Continued on Page Two…. 

Notes f r om the Pr esident 

Volunteer  
Have you ever looked in the dic-
tionary to find the word volunteer, 
and what the formal definition or 
what perception do we have of a 
person who actually performs this 
job or function, which is so hard for 
many people in our lifetime to do. 

 

Well, I decided I would find this 
unique word and see if I knew of 
anyone or even many individuals 
who perform this thing called a vol-
unteer. 

 

Vol-un-teer:  One who offers ser-

vice of his/her own free will, submit 
oneself, sacrifice or come forward. 

 

When I think about this word and 
what the true meaning is I think 
about what it might be that I can do 
to serve in a role of helping others, 
this place we call America and any 
other country which may need my 
services.  When we put our so called 
thought process to working we could 
turn being a volunteer into a full time 
job, but the only difference would be 
the pay would be the warm and 
fuzzy feeling rather than the green 
stuff we so look forward to receiving 
weekly, monthly and yearly. 

 

As I sit wondering about what all is 
involved in this great big word, 
which so many individuals run from, 
my thoughts go wild with how would 
I choose what to do and how could 
my actions impact the most people. 

 

You have to think about many things 
if you decide to take on this position, 
one being you will not receive much 
recognition if any, and can I really 
have input and see success at the end 
of whatever I choose to do. 

 

We as a country sit around and com-
plain, but many of us do nothing to 
change the life around us.  It has 
taken me personally a long time to 
understand what volunteerism is 
really about.  To me it means giving 
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It just seems like yesterday 
when I was telling everyone 
that we only have 60 days until 
Field Day and now it has come 
and gone. What a fun time it 
was. The weather didn’ t co-
operate like it seemed to do last 
year as the heat was really bear-
ing down without a drop of rain 
to cool us off. We may have 
been 3A North Texas as far as 
transmitters were concerned but 
we were 9AC North Texas as 
far as the use of fans. As it usu-
ally is every year, a little rivalry 
was there between the CW op-
erators and the SSB operators. 
In years past, the CW operators 
talked the talk and walked the 
walk by getting almost a 4 to 1 
ratio of contacts. All in all 
though, whatever it takes to get 
some people fired up makes for 
good scores. This year was no 
exception for the amount of 
contacts that the CW operators 
made (in excess of 1200) but 
the SSB operators made a great 
improvement by almost tripling 
their last years contact total. 
The Digital contacts were on 
track as they were last year and 
were a great addition to our to-
tal score as they count the same 
as a CW contact. We did well in 
the Bonus points as well, also 
better than last year. For the to-
tal scores and the details, you 
will have to come to the July 
club meeting. The program will 
be our annual Field Day Revis-
ited with some neat insight. 
There are some things that a 
picture only does justice so 

please plan to be there. 

 

As it is with all our Field Day op-
erations, the effort ends up being 
a Team effort with many people 
pitching in to make Field Day so 
enjoyable that we just can’ t help 
but make contacts. Although there 
are many people to thank (and I 
will), two club members stood out 
this year. Special thanks go to two 
John’ s,  John L angr i dge 
(KB5NJD) and Johnny Roberson 
(KJ5LB).  John Langridge was 
living and breathing Field Day for 
the few months up to the actual 
event and helped me tie many 
loose ends as well as reminded 
me of some things that we forgot. 
Thanks John!  

 

And Johnny Roberson spent a lot 
of effort and talent in the crank up 
tower we were lucky enough to 
use as well as help in many other 
parts of the Field Day effort. 
Thanks Johnny! 
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Many other club members were 
also instrumental in making Field 
Day a success so thank you as 
well! 

 

Don’ t forget to mark your calen-
dar for the next club meeting 
where I will be showing some 
unbelievable pictures and facts 
about our latest Field Day!  It’ ll 
be fun! Oh Yeah! 

 

Danny Cromaz W5WB 

 

Continued from page one … 

Volunteer 
Let’s not allow our future genera-
tions to grow up in a world where 
they must look over their shoulder 
with every step they take. 
 

As I sit here writing this I have 
many thoughts and one of these is 
when our time is over, who will 
remember what legacy did we 
leave. 

 

The question is do I get involved 
or do I just set back and let the 
world pass me by!!!  It’s up to 
you! 

 

We need all the volunteers we can 
get to be active in this program, 
so we may secure the future. 

 

Teresa Rodgers, KD5UHI 
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NCS � � � � � � �� �
�

JULY 

4th No net 

11th KB5TMD 

18th KC5MQC 

25th W5WB 

AUGUST 

1st KB5TMD 

8th KC5MQC 

15th KJ5UY 

22nd W5WB 

29th KB5TMD  

Net times are 8:00PM. 

  

About a year and a half ago I was 
in the market for a vertical an-
tenna I could use to talk to my 
brother, a non HAM, who uses a 
CB radio from time to time as he 
drives around town and when he 
travels by car in his work.  I 
called one of the major radio sup-
ply houses with which I had done 
considerable business and asked 
for their recommendation.  With-
out a moment’s hesitation the 
man, an amateur radio operator 
himself, said, “ I recommend the 
Solarcon A-99 vertical, it’s the 
best!”    Since my citizens band 
radio experience was many 
moons in the past I accepted his 
recommendation and placed the 
order.  I have never regretted 
it!  I’ve read reviews and different 
comments around the internet 
stating it is a poorly constructed 
“chicken bander”  and how it 
makes a great dummy load, how-
ever, I have not found that to be 
true at all.  Quite to the contrary 
as a matter of fact. 

  

I mounted my A-99 on a telescop-
ing pole and raised it into the 
air.  I forgot to check the SWR 
before I extended the pole, so the 
adjusting rings on the antenna 
were left at their factory default 
positions.  As it turned out, that 
was perfect!  Using an MFJ-269 
Antenna Analyzer I discovered I 
had resonance on several bands.  I 
first tried it on the 10 meter band 
at 28.600 with an SWR of 1.7:1 
which works just fine.  As a mat-
ter of fact, I have an acceptable 
mat ch f r om 28.000 t o 
29.000.  Then I tried the 15 meter 

band and found I had resonance 
and an acceptable SWR reading 
of 1.7:1 in the phone portion of 
that band too!  This was getting 
exciting, so, I tried the 20 meter 
band and with a little help (and 
let’s be honest, a little help is 
about all it can offer) from the 
internal antenna tuner on my 
Mark-V I was able to get the 
SWR down to 1.2:1.  Then came 
17 meters; you guessed it, no 
tuner, no problem.  The A-99 per-
formed to the tune of 1.8:1 
VSWR.  Needless to say, I was 
extremely happy with the A-99.  I 
still had to switch it to my old CB 
radio to see if it worked there.  

  

Before we go on, let me tell you a 
little about the A-99.  It’s con-
structed of fiberglass and is 17’  4 
1/2”  long, weighs only 5 pounds; 
it’s rated at 2000 watts maximum 
power and has a 9.9 dBi gain fac-
tor.  I found the A-99 to be a very 
sturdily built antenna that was 
extremely easy to assemble.  Not 
having ground radials to contend 
with made it a snap to put to-
gether and get into the air.  One of 
the features this frugal amateur 
liked was it cost under $75.00!  In 
fact, if you shop around, you can 
pick up one for under $50.00, 
brand new!  

  

I have recently added the GPK-1, 
ground plane kit and increased the 
height to about 40 feet.  I can’ t 
say that the ground plane has 
made any difference in the per-
formance of the A-99, but it has 
made it considerably quieter, 
which is well worth the $49.95 I 

paid for the kit.  The GPK-1 in-
stalled just as easily as the A-99 
went together.  It has a heavy 
duty aluminum collar that slips 
over the bottom of the A-99 and 
i s secured wi th one set 
screw.  The four fiberglass rods 
screw into the collar and that’s 
that!   

  

As for on the air experiences with 
the A-99 I have had many.  I’ve 
talked with guys in Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Arizona, Florida, 
Colorado, Tennessee and Indiana 
just to mention a few. 

 

Continued on page 4 … 
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President Bush Sends 
Greetings to Field Day 
2005 Par ticipants: 
President George W. Bush has 
sent greetings from the White 
House to everyone participating 
in ARRL Field Day 2005.  

"I send greetings to those cele-
brating the annual Field Day for 
Amateur Radio, hosted by the 
American Radio Relay League. 
Across our country, radio plays 
a vital role in relaying important 
information to the public and 
emergency service personnel in 
times of need," the president 
said.  

 

"By providing emergency com-
munications at the federal, state, 
and local level, licensed Ama-
teur Radio operators help first 
responders and law enforcement 
officials save lives and make 
our country safer. Your efforts 
help ensure the right assistance 
gets to the right people at the 
right time. I appreciate all ham 
operators who give their time 
and energy to help make our 
citizens more secure. Your good 
work reflects the spirit of Amer-
ica and contributes to a culture 
of responsibility and citizenship 
that strengthens our nation. 
Laura and I send our best 
wishes."  

 

An annual exercise aimed at 
developing skills to meet the 
challenges of emergency pre-
paredness as well as to acquaint 
the general public with the ca-
pabilities of Amateur Radio, 

ARRL Field Day takes place 
this year on Saturday and Sun-
day, June 25-26. Stations 
throughout the Americas may 
participate.  

Source:  

The ARRL Letter Vol. 24, No. 
25 June 24, 2005  
�

�

… continued from page 3. 

“ The Mighty A-99”  
 

All of these contacts were made 
on the so-called dead 10 meter 
band within the last couple of 
weeks, using a Mark-V running 
about 200 watts and the A-99.  I 
even snagged Portugal on 17 
meters the other evening on the 
same set up, sending and receiv-
ing a 5/9 signal report.  How-
ever, I feel the greatest testa-
ment to this inexpensive, easy 
to use vertical is the contacts I 
make almost daily with my 
buddy, Bill, N5TXN.  He too 
has a Solarcon A-99 and we can 
talk anytime we want daylight 
or dark on ten meters from his 
house to mine, a distance of 
over 20 miles.  I guess this 
wouldn’ t be such a feat if it 
were not for the fact that I can’ t 
even hear him on my wire an-
tenna or my $300.00 HyGain 
vertical! 

 

One last comment about the A-
99 and its power handling capa-
bilities; it’s rated at 2000 watts 
PEP, and I’m sure it will handle 
it nicely.  I’ve pumped 1500 
watts into mine several times 

from a Henry 3K Premier and it 
has never bobbled or melted!  In 
conclusion I personally would 
rate this antenna a 9 out of 10.  I 
know there are better antennas 
and certainly more expensive 
and elaborate antennas, but the 
A-99 is a solid, reliable verti-
cal.  Oh yeah… it does have one 
slight downfall, it doesn’ t work 
very well on 11 meters.  Maybe 
that’s why some of those other 
reviewers were upset? HI… 
HI… 

 

73, 

Rick Brashear – K5IZ 
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The meeting was called to order 
at 6:30 pm on July 05, 2005, by 
the President, Teresa Rodgers 
(KD5UHI).  Members of the 
board and guests were recog-
nized. 

 

The minutes of the previous meet-
ing were reviewed and approved 
as stand. 

 

The financial report was pre-
sented by the President, Teresa 
Rodgers (KD5UHI). 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Repeater:  We have tone back on 
the 2 meter. 

 

VE Testing:  We need VE’s for 
the VE session on July 12th. 

 

Net Report:  The Monday night 
net on June 27th, had 15 check-
ins. 

 

Membership:  The following 
new applications for club mem-
bership were approved by the 
board:  David and Kim Lusk. 

 

County Bio-Terror ism:  The 
MRC/COMM group has been re-
organized with Paul Dryer 
(KD5IVP) as Director and Floyd 
Rodgers (KC5QBC) as Vice Di-
rector.  There will be a drill at 
P.C. Cobb Stadium on Saturday, 
July 9th, at 9:30 am.  All MRC/

COMM members will meet at 
DCHHS at 7:30 am to be briefed 
on the drill. 

 

Special Events:  Rebecca Ellis 
has resigned and we are looking 
for a replacement.  This will be 
brought to the attention of the 
club members at the club meeting 
on July 19th. 

 

Website:  No issues. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Field Day donations were great.  
If you want to know the final 
numbers you will need to attend 
the meeting. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Danny Cromaz (W5WB) will 
serve as the Club representative 
on the HamCom 2006 steering 
Committee. 

 

PRESENTATION 

 

Danny Cromaz (W5WB) will pre-
senting Field Day 2005. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 
8:15 pm. 

 

 

Submi tted, Teresa Rodgers 
(KD5UHI), President 
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The meeting was called to order 
at 6:30 pm on June 21, 2005 by 
the President, Teresa Rodgers 
(KD5UHI).  The meeting was 
opened with the Pledge of Alle-
giance and the Invocation was 
offered by Paul Dryer (KD5IVP).   
Members of the board and guests 
were recognized. 
 
The minutes of the previous meet-
ing were reviewed and approved 
as stand. 
 
The financial report was pre-
sented by the Treasurer, Neal 
Palmquist (W9NDP). 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Repeater :  The 70 cm repeater is 

experiencing intermittent in-
terference.  Efforts are con-
tinuing to locate the source of 
this interference. 

 
Website:  There were no issues, 

although members were in-
vited to view the guest book 
and sign in themselves. 

 
Net Report:  The Monday night 

net is functioning with 12 
checkins during the last net. 

 
County Bio-Terror ism – MRC/

Comm:  Planning is under-
way for the Aug 9th exercise.  
The next training exercise is 
on July 9th at the P.C. Cobb 
location.  Policies are being 
developed for the storage and 
issuance of MRC radio equip-
ment.  MRC Comm members 
are encouraged to attend the 

meetings as there is much 
work to be done in the future 
months configuring the sta-
tions. 

VE Testing:  There  were 2 can-
didates testing in June, one 
passed for an upgrade to the 
General License.  There are 
already candidates lined up 
for July, so Extra Class VE’s 
will be needed. 

 
Special Events:  Sign up sheets 

were passed around for the 
Field Day dinner and break-
fast. 

   
Membership:  The board ap-

proved new applications for 
Russell Barber/KE5EWF and 
Cory Hines/AD5QP, and re-
newals for Gordon & Sharla 
Redner. 

 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Field Day:  The club is ready for 

the Field Day operation, par-
ticipating as a 3A station, with 
SSB, CW, Data and GOTA 
transmitters in operation.  The 
location will be Valley Ridge 
Park in Cedar Hill and set up 
will begin on June 25th at 
10:00 am.  The operation will 
go on the air at 1:00 pm 
(18:00 CUT). 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Danny Cromaz (W5WB) has of-

fered to serve on the Ham-
Com 2006 Steering Commit-
t ee,  represent i ng t he 
SWDCARC. 

 
PRESENTATION: 
 
Danny Cromaz (W5WB) and John 
Langridge (KB5NJD) gave a dem-
onstration of the Field Day logging 
software and training for Field Day 
operations as part of the prepara-
tions for Field Day next Saturday. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 
pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Rick Ellis/
KJ5UY, Secretary 
 
 


