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Notes from the President

Emergency communications has
always been afront burner subject
in Amateur

Radio circles since the beginning of
the hobby. Our ranks have assisted
in

emergenciesin just about every
conceivable form such as floods,
tornadoes,

hurricanes, earthquakes, air disas-
ters, and terrorist attacks, to name a
few.

Two weeks ago, an enormous area
of our planet came under the wrath
of nature
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itself in the form of adisaster so large,
it became incomprehensible. A 9.0
magnitude, sub oceanic earthquake in
the Indian ocean triggered a 'tsunami’,
sometimes called atidal wave, so im-
mense it erased entire villages from
existence. Loss of lifeis currently
tallied at an estimated 154,000 souls,
and climbing. People are being found
alive and adrift at sea.

All infrastructure came to a standstill
and in some cases disappeared
altogether.

Following this event from the begin-
ning, | began to wonder if amateur
radio was playing its usual part in
such a monumental event. YES! Once
again, theradio art, and its artisans,
comes to the rescue.

| typed "tsunami amateur radio” into
the Google search engine and here's
what | found:

Andaman Islands

Bharathi Prasad, VUZ2RBI, along with
VU2DBP, VU3DVS, VU2MYH and
VU3RSB, had received specia per-
mission for an amateur radio opera-
tion from the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands using the call signs VU4NRO
and VU4RBI.

As soon as the earthquake struck, the
DX pedition changed to emergency

communications traffic. Charles Har-
pole, K4VUD / HS0ZCW, was visit-
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ing the DX pedition members on the
Andaman Islands at the time of the
disaster and reports: "One of the

DX pedition radios was set up about
30 minutes after the quake on atable
outside the hotel in the garden with a
mobile whip and the hotel's genera-
tor for power. When the generator
had to be shut down for an hour from
time to time, Bharathi used a car bat-
tery and lower power.

"Theloca authorities ask for the
team'’s help to do communi cations of
all kinds. Ram, VU2MYH, and an-
other of the team were dispatched to
one of the Nicobar Islands that were
hard hit. They are there now and |
am listening to them pass messages
now as | type this. They are using
VU4NRO and batteries and one of
the DX pedition radios.

Indonesia

The worgt-hit country in the region
was Indonesia but, following offers
of assistance from the IARU, Musa
Suraatmadja, YBOMOS, the Secre-
tary General of the Indonesian ama-
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Continued from page 1 ...

A message from Mayuree Chotikul,
teur radio society (ORARI), said: "Thank HS1YL, the President of the Radio

you very much for your sympathetic mes- Amateur Society of Thailand (RAST)

sage and offer to help, but so far we can
till manage. Our ORARI members are
out there doing emergency communica-  Tony Waltham, G4UAV / HSOZDX,
tions, helping rescue operations, distribut- on 28 December appealed nations to
ing foods and clothing and other things."  assist people in the devastates while

RAST understands far as Thailand's

and forwarded by RAST Vice Presi-

Sri Lanka

Also particularly badly hit was Sri Lanka.
Victor Goonetilleke, 4S7VK, the
President of the Radio Society of Sri
Lanka (RSSL) sent the following
message: "All of usare OK here. Trying
hard to organize some emergency com-
munications and a so doing some food
distributions and things like that. Since
the affected areas are so widespread
things are very hard. Everyone within
1000 meters or so of the coast have been
badly affected right along the coast from
north to south on the eastern side of the
island, in some areas asfar as 2 - 3km.
We are sending aradio amateur team to
the worst affected areato link on HF and
try VHF through one of our functioning
repeaters and a coordinating center will be
set up at Temple Trees at the Prime Min-
ister's official residencein Colombo."

between the affected areas aong the
agencies, mostly on VHF and 40 me-

information over VHF frequenciesin

affected areas.

rlamCem
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Gopa Madhavan, VU2GMN, of the
Amateur Radio Society of India
(ARSI),reports: "Hams in India are
coordinating relief operationsin the
affected areas assisting the locd au-
thorities. Hams world-wide have al-
ready contacted us and offered to de-
liver materials required to relieve the

Later, Victor sent the following news:. "As
President of the amateur radio society in
Sri Lankait was wonderful even at a
tragic time to link up the south of Sri
Lankawith the Prime Minister who
comes from the south and that is where
his people are. So we went in and estab-
lished this HF link. My friends 4S7KE,
4S7AK and 4S7DZ went in a4-wheel
drive approaching the coastal town of
Hambantota from the interior asthe main
road along the coast was badly battered
and full of debris and wasimpassable. |
was 100% sure that we could keep alink
going on 3 and 7MHz. So when all the
cellular and dl other meansfailed, short
wave stood bold and proud.

ada is sending blankets, bed sheets

needed. | have been nominated by

Canadian hams to coordinate the deliv-
ery to theloca authority, and | am do-

Thailand
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dent and international Liaison Officer

communications needs are concerned,
the situation is now under control. Thai
hams are helping to relay information
west coast and the south to government
ters, aswell as disseminating news and
Bangkok. Echolink, too, has played a
rolein enabling radio amateurs here to

relay information to concerned friends
and relatives of those holidaying in the

suffering of the affected persons. Can-

and cooking utensils, which are sorely

ing that. Teams of doctors and
relief teams have started arriving
from all over the world. Thefirst
were from Japan, where they are
in a constant

state of emergency as similar
events are fairly common. So per-
haps you can

think of what can be donein India
and Sri Lanka. Financial aid may
be the

guickest as material isavailablein
the country and can be sourced.”

On and on and on. | understand
Amsat has reconfigured SO-50
and 51 to help with aid.

It seems odd, maybe being re-
moved by distance that hams pop
up on the other side of the world
in disasters, just like here in the
US. | have never

thought about that before. It ssim-
ply proves again what a wonder-
ful hobby we have and even
more, the quality of its partici-
pants. We have brothers and
sisters the world over. | would
encourage each and every one of
you to keep abreast of thisdisas-
ter asit continues to unfold and
help any way you can. I'm abso-
lutely certain those living it would
do the same for us.

73,

Paul Dryer -KD5IVP




Minutes of General Meeting, December 14, 2004

Invocation and Pledge: Presented
by President Paul Dryer, (KD5IVP).

Previous Minutes were approved by all.

Financial Report presented by Neal
Palmquist (W9ONDP) and approved.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Repeaters still having some difficulties.
VE Testing: 1 tested.

Net Reports: December 13, 2004, net
check ins were 15.

Member ship: No new members recog-
nized at thistime. Dues for 2005 are due.
Please check the web page for rates.
New and renewing members must fill
out an application so that the roster can
be updated. Application forms available,

on the web page or see the secretary for
a paper copy.

County Bio-Terrorism Program: No
drill or meeting for December. Bill
Campbell hasresigned.

Special Events:

February 12 Sweetheart Campout, Joe
Pool lake

March activity, Fun Day at Chuck-E-
Cheese, date not selected.

Website: Working great as always.

OLD BUSINESS

None to report.

NEW BUSINESS

Nominating committee: Reported out
on 2005 officer candidates as follows:

President - Teresa Rodgers

Minutes of Board Meeting, January 4, 2005

The Board Meeting was brought to order
by President Paul Dryer, (KD5IVP) at
6:30 p.m. on January 04, 2005, with a
welcome to all guests present.

Previous Minutes were approved by all
board members.

Financial Report presented by Neal Palm-
quist (WINDP) and approved.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Repeater: Off and on sometimes working
well, sometimes not.
VE Testing: None

January 22, 2005, will have testing at the
DCHHS building at 4pm for anyone inter-
ested.

Net Report: January 03, 2005 net 15
check ins. Blue Bonnet Net 5 check ins.

Member ship: No new members recog-
nized at thistime. We had 23 renewals
on memberships.

County Bio-Terrorism Program: Lee
Arnie ordering radio equipment. No
word on drill.

Special Events: Campout February
12th, 2005, Sweetheart campout at Joe
Pool lake.

Website: Working great as always.

OLD BUSINESS

The nominating committee is still look-
ing for volunteers for officers. Please
come forward if you wish to run for and
office.

The following members have volun-
teered for the following:

President - Teresa Rodgers
Vice President - Todd Huovenin
Secretary - Rick Ellis
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VP open
Secretary open
Treasurer - Neal Palmquist

2 year Director - Paul Dryer (succeeds
Burny McPartland)

1 year - Director open

All members are invited to run for the
open board positions as well as give
some competition to those positions with
volunteers.

Presentation:

Ham of the year Teresa Rodgers by Rick
Ellisand Paul Dryer.

The motion to adjourn by Paul Dryer,
(KD5IVP), and followed by
al members.

Treasurer - Neal Palmquis

2 year Director - Dave Tucker
Johnny Roberson

3 year Director - Paul Dryer

NEW BUSINESS

Rick Ellisand Paul Dryer having Tech-
nician classes at the DCHHS starting
January 8th - January 22nd, from 1pm -
4pm thisis Saturday's only with testing
on January 22nd at 4pm.

Ham Com 2005 we have two table with
spaces B19 and B20 for 3 days. Start
preparing to sell items. 171 days until
Field Day 2005.

Presentation: Floor nominations to be
announced

The motion to adjourn by Paul Dryer,
(KD5IVP), and followed by all board
members.




The
MacGyver Award

As many of you know, Paul Dryer
(KD5IVP) isan avid runner. Heisasoa
minimalist, meaning he likes to run as light
as possible. Because of this desire to run
light, he does not bring his house key on
hisruns.

Well the other day on arun, upon returning
home, Paul could not find his house key he
had |eft outside. Apparently one of the
kids or Lisa had found the key and put it in
the house. Thiswas one of the colder days
of December, so staying outside until
someone returned home might become
quite uncomfortable. Being the resource-
ful person Paul is, he jumped on hisVX-2
(which he carries on every run) and called
Drena (KK5Y C) and asked her to contact
Lisaon the cell phoneto seeif shewas
close and could come home and let Paul in
the house. Well Lisadidn’t answer the
phone.

Paul, not being one to give up, thought
about the garage door opener in hisvan. If
Paul could get in the garage, then he could
get in the house. Warmth is but a push of a
button away. Unfortunately the push of
the button yielded nothing. Alias the bat-
tery in the remote for the garage door was
dead.

Now remember, Paul is very resourceful .
He digs around in the van and finds a
length of wire. With wirein hand, he
whips out histrusty Swiss Army Knife and
begins striping the ends of the wire. Prob-
lemisamost solved. The next step isto
pop the hood open on the van to get to the
battery.

Now with the wire he then powers the re-
mote for the garage door from the battery

of the van. Up goes the door and access
to the house is granted.

In recognition of Paul’s resourceful ness,
he is awarded this day the coveted
MacGyver Award.

Now one might question the rational of
leaving your house key behind, and run-
ning with a Swiss Army Knifeand aV X-
2, but that’ s another story.

73,
Bill Ellis—N5TXN

January 2005
Jan. 3-W5WB
Bluebonnet Net
Jan. 10-KB5TMD
Jan. 17-K C5CPO
Jan. 24-KC5M QC
Jan. 31-KB5TMD
February 2005
Feb. 7-W5WB
Bluebonnet Net

Feb. 14-No Net...
Valentines Day

Feb. 21-KB5TMD
Feb. 28-KC5CPO

Net times are 8:00PM.
Bluebonnet Net begins at
8:45PM.

Ham Of The Y ear
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Amateur Radio Set New World Record, 13 Million Miles per Watt:

January 2, 2005 — New London, NC

Bill Tippett, W42V, of New London,
NC correctly copied code word
OMAHA from the N2X E beacon
transmitting with a peak carrier
power of .0000406 watts at 3.5455
MHz on the 80 meter Amateur Radio
band. Bill confirmed reception of the
beacon at 232827, January 2, 2005.
The precise distance between the two
stations is 546.8 miles, establishing
Bill's record reception distance at
13,467,980 miles per watt. Tippett
used a Ten Tec Orion Transceiver
with a 1000 foot Beverage antenna
(named after Dr. Harold Beverage
who invented it in the 1920s).

The N2XE beacon transmits from an
Elecraft K1 (heavily attenuated) us-
ing an 80 meter off-center fed dipole,
45 feet AGL (above ground level).
The beacon peak carrier output was
measured using an Agilent 8563EC
Spectrum Analyzer at 40.6 uwW (40
millionths of awatt). The beacon
transmits a unique code word each
evening. Receiving stations are re-
quired to correctly copy the code
word in their report. Theword is
published the following morning.

The N2X E Beacon Project was
started in December, 2004 by Paul
Stroud, AA4X X, Raleigh, NC and
John Ceccherelli, N2X E, Wapping-
ersFalls, NY with the goal of having
alittle fun and to go where no di-
minutive signal has gone before.
Beacon times and frequencies are
posted daily on the QRP-L reflector
www.kkn.net/archives/html/QRP-L.
Testswill continue on 160, 80 and

40 meters through the end of Febru-
ary 2005.

Commenting on his remarkable suc-
cess, Bill said "I've spent 25 years on
80 & 160 listening to below noise
level signals. There are at least three
factorsto this stuff: Antennas with
good signal to noise like Beverages,
agood receiver and the knowledge to
use it and an operator with good ears
and knowledge of propagation--not
to mention patience and persistence.”

Beacon station operator John Cec-
cherelli, N2XE, seemed more exited
than Tippett about the achievement,
even though it requires almost no
effort on his part. "Hey, | haveto flip

the switch, grab a beer and go watch
TV—that's effort" he's reported say-
ing, adding “I’m thrilled the record

was set by an al-American team using
al-American equipment.” The Ten
Tec receiver is manufactured in Sever-
ville, TN and the Elecraft transmitter is
produced in California and offered as a
kit.

For more information, contact Bill Tip-
pett at bti ppett@al um.mit.edu or John

Ceccherdlli at n2xe@arrl.org

The Beacon Tribune
Poughkeepsie, NY

Winner of VX-150 Raffle Benefiting theLibrary Fund
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