Notes from the President

Since our thought processis focused on
Field Day and the excitement of an-
other year to go beyond last yearstotals
is pumping an adrenaline rush through
our veins. It isappropriate at thistime
to give you information which | found
to be very energizing from previous
Field Daysin history.

When Field Day started in the 1930s it
was anything but stable, Field Day
practice and the rules have changed
radically since the first Field Day in the
1930s.

1933 FIELD DAY #1
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QSO Leader uses 1x4 call sign to save
time. If you look back in the archives of
the QST magazines throughout time you
will find in the June 1933 QST states that
starting on Saturday in June at 4pm local
time (this was before daylight savings
time) they ran for 27 hours. F.E. Handy,
W1BD1, in the announcement, "The red
object of this contest isto test 'portables
wherever they may be available...If suc-
cessful, we want to make it an annual
affair." To score each QSO with fixed
stations would count 1point, contacts on
other portables would count 2 points, and
DX contacts count 3 points. Y ou would
multiply QSO points by the total number
of ARRL sections, plus countries
worked. In September 1933 QST an-
nounced the winner of the First Annual
Field Day which was an non-club group
signing WAPAW. The club members
made 62 QSOs and had a multiplier of 28
sections/countries for atotal of 1876
points. Central Illinois Club was able to
top with 98 points, W9ZZAL. It just hap-
pen to catch my attention to find out what
ZZ inisthiscal sign was all about. This
iswhat | found by further investiga-

tion. 1n 1933 the FCC allowed portable
radios under ahome call sign and thisis
why the CIRC used their old call sign
because operating a portable station under
the new rule called for alonger station
ID-your call sign followed by the break
sign (double dash) three times, followed
by the call area (1through 9)!

Handy's wish did come true their was
another Field Day #2 in 1934 in June eve-
rything remains the same except the
weekend would range from the first to the
third for along time to come.

In 1936, it was recorded that this was the
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year with two Field Days. June 1936
Field Day was so popular a second was
held on August 22-23. Both of these
Field Days are the same as the winning
contactsin June and August are 143 and
136.

It was in 1940 when Field Day rules
started emerging and many changes
started to bring us to the present day
rules.

Thisisjust atiny portion of what
evolved with the many Field Days
throughout history. How exciting to
have been a part of thisin the beginning
as each year passed and the changes and
experimentation of changing of rules,
radios etc. There was many challenges
as the FCC set the standards.

Lets get started with a flow of energy
and excitement and make this another
fantastic Field Day and get those in-
volved who are not licensed, as well as
those who have their license and go to
the next level.

Teresas—KD5UHI
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Treasurer’s Report—April

General Fund

Checking:

Petty Cash:

Beginning Balance 3/1/05

$

542.50

INCOME/EXPENSE

Dues Income - 2005

$

55.00

HamCom Equip Income

$

Tranfer Petty Cash income

TOTAL INCOME

55.00

EXPENSES

Transto Special Event Fund

Trans to Repeater Fund

HOTY Award + Door prizes

Web Sight (Danny Cromaz)

Ham Comm Table

TOTAL EXPENSES

TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE

55.00

Ending Balance as of 3/31/05

& |B|H

597.50

AR AR

Special Events Fund

Beginning Balance 3/1/05

216.03

INCOME/EXPENSE

Trans from General Fund

(Special Event)

TOTAL INCOME

EXPENSES

TOTAL EXPENSES

TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE

&+ | B

Ending Balance as of 3/31/05

L4

216.03

Repeater Fund

Beginning Balance 3/1/05

2,592.20

INCOME/EXPENSE

Trans from Gen Fund

Dues Income - 2005

55.00

Sale of Club Assets

TOTAL INCOME

@B A

55.00

EXPENSES

Telephone ck 444 3-1-05

2747

TOTAL EXPENSES

27147

TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE

27.53

Ending Balance as of 3/31/05

2,619.73

Total: Checkbook

3,433.26

Total: Checkbook | Cash

3,433.26

Ending Balance as of 3/31/05

& B R |R B[R |P

3,433.26

Pending Apr. Income/Expense

Apr. 05 Duesincome

75.00

PO Box expense

(48.00)

Phone

(27.47)

Apr. 05 Forcasted Balance

& AP | B

3,432.79

Rev A added duesincome & PO Box
Expense
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Congressto abolish the
Federal Communications

Commission (FCC)

WASHINGTON, DC - As part
of the "reinventing government”
initiative, the Senate has intro-
duced a bill that would abolish the
FCC and bring its regulatory
power directly within the US
Congress.

Senator Kent Conrad (D- ND)
introduced the bill on the first Fri-
day in April. He stated that the $7
billion that the FCC recently
raised in the PCS wireless auction
was a primary factor in the deci-
sion to "reinvent” the FCC.

"The revenue that the FCC is able
to raise in these types of auctions
should be used to benefit all
Americans. By abolishing the
FCC we not only save the costs of
running the Agency but also in-
sure the money raised is used for
the benefit of all." Senator Conrad
said. “With the FCC’s insistence
that BPL (broadband over power
lines) is the cure for getting
broadband access to the masses, |
felt that all of my constituents
would not be benefited. That also
played a mgor part in the deci-
sion to introduce this bill.”

The bill appears to have bi-
partisan support. Vice President
Chaney said in an interview late
today, "As this nation becomes
more and more dependent upon
communications it has become
clear that the FCC is no longer
able to serve the people in an effi-

cient manner. We must find bet-
ter ways of capitalizing on the
revenue potential found in the na-
tional resource known as the air-
waves. It is also very important
that those airwaves remain clear
and unpolluted by noise generat-
ing services such as BPL"
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11-Apr KC5MQC
18-Apr KJ5UY
25-Apr W5WB
2-May KB5TMD
O-May KC5MQC
16-May KJ5UY
23-May W5WB
30-May

No Net Memorial Day

Net times are 8:00PM .
Bluebonnet net is at 8:45PM

Field Day 2005
Planning M eeting

The next Field Day 2005 planning
meeting will be held at 6:30 pm,
Thursday April 21% at the Win-
dsor Park Baptist Church. Please
plan to attend. Let’s make this
Field Day the best yet!

Any questions can be directed to
fieldday2005@swdcarc.org or
contact Danny Cromaz W5WB,
2005 Field Day Chairman.




The Board of Directors of the
Southwest Dallas County Ama-
teur Radio Club met at the #1
Asian Buffet in Duncanville on
April 5, 2005. Members present
included Teresa Rogers
(KD5UHI), Todd Huovinen
(KB5TMD), Johnny Roberson
(KJ5LB), and Neal Palmquest
(WONDP). Guests present in-
cluded Danny Cromaz (W5WB),
Drena Cromaz (KK5Y C), John
Langridge (KB5NJD) and Rich-
ard Baker (N5KXA). The meeting
was called to order a 6:39 PM by
Teresa Rodgers. The following
items were discussed:

Committee Reports

Repeaters. Both the 2 meter and
440 Mhz machines are working
fine.

VE Testing: Three people took
exams through the SWDCARC
during the month of March. 2
people passed.

Net Report: We are averaging
about 12 check-ins during each 2
meter net. The Blue Bonnet net
meets on the second
Monday of each month at 8:45
pm.

Member ship Report: The
SWDCARC has anew member.
Please welcome Bob O’ Burke
(KB5JWI) to our club.

Financial Report: Neal Palquist
(WONDP) presented the financial
report to the board

Material Property Committee:
Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) was not
present at the board meeting so
this committee will be discussed
next month.

County Bio-Terrorism: There
will be no meeting this month.
There will be a county drill in Au-
gust.

Special Events: Nothingis
scheduled at thistime. If anyone
has any ideas or suggestions
please contact Drena Cromaz
(KK5YC).

Website: No Updates

Old Business

Richard Baker (NSKXA) dis-
cussed laminating name badges
for club members.

2004 Financia Audit-Ben Barber
(K5NEB) isin the process of con-
ducting an audit of the club fi-
nances.

Programs. Richard Baker
(N5KXA) and Todd Huovinen
(KB5TMD) will be presenting the
program for April. The program
will be on shortwave listening.

Field Day: We have 2 tablesre-
served at the Ham-Com flea mar-
ket in June. There will be another
meeting about Field Day on
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Thursday April 21, 2005 at Win-
dsor Park Baptist Church at 6:30
PM. All are welcome to attend.

New Business

There will be abikeridein Lan-
caster on April 9". Our repeater
will be used for communications.
Mike Doyale (NSNXN) will be
preparing the briskett for the BBQ
on Field Day again this year.

Comments. Johnny Roberson
(KJ5LB) suggested that the club
purchase a new antennafor future
Field Days. A motion was made
by Johnny on this and Neal
(WONDP) seconded. The motion
carried.

The next genera membership
meeting will be on April 19"

2005 at Windsor Park Baptist
Church at 6:30 PM.

The meeting was adjourned at
7:50 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,

Todd Huovinen (KB5TMD)



Scanner Evolution—BY Bill EllisNSTXN

Rick’s (KJ5UY) presentation on moni-
toring the Air Bands prompted me to
attempt to write an article on alittle dif-
ferent aspect of monitoring ... monitor-
ing the “action bands’, and the evolution
of scanner’sthemselves. The Action
Bands are defined as VHF-Lo, VHF-Hi,
and UHF and more recently 800 to 900
MHz. Thereisnot alot of “action” left
on VHF-Lo, but thereis still some. In
our local area, being defined as SW Dal-
las and North Ellis County, the VHF-Hi,
150 to 160 MHz is where the action is
(lessthe city of Dallas). All of the sub-
urban towns are still on VHF-Hi direct
and repeater systems. Now Dallas PD
has been on UHF for years, but just in
the last five years or so, the Dallas FD
has made the jump to UHF. Grand Prai-
rieand Mansfield lead the pack in tech-
nology; they are on APCO-25 digital
trunking systems, more about trunking
and digital systems later.

My interest in scanning began in high
school, back in the days of eight and
sixteen channel crystal scanners. Radio
Shack, Crabtree's, and Lafayette Radio
stores were the places to buy your scan-
ning hardware. Radio Shack, Regency
and Bear Cat were the scanners of
choice. Eight channelsin the mobile,
and sixteen channels on base and you
were hot stuff. About my senior year of
high school, | got my first “pocket”
scanner, afour channel Hy-Gain. Now
in physics class, instead of listening to
Mr. Brown, we listened to the local PD
channel.

FIGURE 1: Regency ACT-10R — mo-
bile 10 channel crystal unit

Thisisan example of my first mobile

scanner. It wasinstalled in my 1966
Ford Galaxy 500.

Scanners evolved from crystalsto pro-
grammable units. My first programma-
ble scanner was a sixteen channel Bear
Cat 101. It covered VHF-Lo through
UHF. Back then UHF was 450-
512MHz. It was programmable, but it
wasn’t programmable just by pushing
buttons. Y ou had to look up your de-
sired frequency in a book, which trans-
lated the frequency into binary, and then
you set the programming switches on or
off depending on if you needed a1 or 0,
then hit the STORE switch and moved
on to the next channel.

Figure2: Realistic (Radio Shack)
Comp-100 Binary Programmable
Scanner

Thisisan example of my second binary
programmable scanner. Y ou used the
channel buttons to enter the binary code
for your frequency.

The next innovation was the scanner
with programming combs. The comb
was a plastic card you again pro-
grammed with the binary code of your
desired frequency. Then you inserted
the comb and the scanner was ready for
action. The big advantages to the pro-
gramming combs were you could have
several. So if you were on atrip, you
could have a comb programmed for each
of the cities or towns you would be visit-
ing, now that was “high-tech”.

Now we are in the age of direct fre-
guency entry, just punch in the fre-
guency like dialing a telephone. Scan-
ners now have 100, 200, 500, even 1,000
channels. They receive AM, FM, WFM,
NFM and some even SSB. Most now
even alow for naming each of your
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channels. Thisfeatureisreferred to as
Alpha Tags, instead of remembering chan-
nel 87, 155.595, is DeSoto Police Channel
1, the scanner will display DeSoto PD1.
The four-channel “pocket” scanner has
evolved into a“handheld”, with 500 chan-
nels, capable of any frequency from
25MHz to 900MHz (cellular excluded of
course), in multiple modes of modulation.
Today base scanners have become 500 and
1000 channel receivers, with spectrum
displays, PL and DCS squelch systems.
Both handheld and base units have fre-
guency search modes, and one Radio
Shack model even has a near-field receive
mode. You don’'t even have to know the
frequency, you turn on the near-field
search feature and the scanner finds, dis-
plays, and receives any transmission close
to you, and you define how close by the
squelch setting.

Ontop of all of thisistrunking and digital.
A Trunking Radio System is away of
more efficiently utilizing your frequencies.
Example, acity may have three PD chan-
nels, two FD channels, a Publics Works
channel, a Dog Catcher and Trash Pick up
channel. Now thistotals up to six chan-
nels. Well it isagood bet that these six
channels will not be utilized 100% of the
time, especially at night since Public
Works, Dog Catcher, and Trash Pick guys
all homeinbed. Trunking uses control
channels and talk-groups. Instead of giv-
ing each agency their own channel or
channelsin your radio system, you assign
them to atalk-group. The PD only hear
police calls, FD only hear fire callsand so
on. But the beauty is you can do thison
maybe two channels, thus saving many
dollars on equipment. Now in redlity, a
small town would not do this, but hereis
how small towns do take advantage of this
technology. Up north, Addison, Farmers
Branch and Carrollton al share the same
trunking radio system. They each enjoy
having a private radio system, but should
the big one happen and they need to all
talk to each other, the dispatcher combines
the talk-groups and all of a sudden you
have an inter-agency radio system. All
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three towns, police, fire, public works,
Continued from page5:

city, everything is run on eight channels.

Thisisthe big advantage to trunking.

Another exampleis TXU, they are state

wide, Care Flight, the helicopter ambu-
lance service uses the TXU system to
give them statewide coverage for their
air ambulance operations. Most trunk-
ing system are on the 800MHz band,
however few of the original systems
used UHF. Trunking systems are also
proprietary; meaning each manufacture

Cedar Hill PD #1

Cedar Hill PD #2

Dallas Constables 1 Precinct 1-4
Dallas Constables 2 Precinct 5-8
Dallas SO 2

Dallas SO 5

Dallas SO 8

Dallas SO Traffic (courtesy patrol)
DeSoto PD

DPS NTTA (Dallas Tollway)

DPS NTTA (Dallas Tollway)
Duncanville PD #1

Duncanville PD #2

East Texas EMS

Ellis County Ambulance

devised their own method of sending the Ellis County Public Works
control data over the control frequencies Ellis County Rural Fire

of the radio system. So to scan these
type systems, your scanner hasto be
able to decipher the control data. The
popular systems are the Motorola,

EDACS (GE), and LTR (E. F. Johnson)

and most scanners will do all three.

The newest innovation is APCO-25, it is
suppose to be away for every agency to

talk to every other agency using digital
communications. Thisisone of the
many fallouts of 9/11 where no one

could talk to anyone (except the HAMS

of course). Asmentioned early, Grand
Prairie isthe first adaptor around here
locally that | have found (they must
have fallen into some grant money).
Both radio Shack and Uniden/Bear Cat
has APCO-25 capable scanners. Be
prepared for sticker shock, they are
around $500.00.

Figure 3: Uniden BC785D — 1000
Channel Trunking & APCO-25 Digi-
tal Capable

| don’t have one of these ... yet!!!
$529.99

Now most of you have a two-meter ra-

Ellis County Rural Fire
Ellis County Rural Fire
Ellis County SO #1
Ellis County SO #2
Ennis FD

Ennis ISD

Ennis PD

Ferris FD

Ferris PD

Glenn Heights FD
Glenn Heights PD
Hutchins FD

Hutchins PD

Italy PD

Lancaster FD
Lancaster PD

Marine Ch 16 (emergency)
Midlothian/Ovilla FD
Midlothian/Ovilla PD
Ovilla City

Ovilla FD Operations
Red Oak FD

Red Oak PD

Skymed

Southwest Dallas County ARC

154.7250
154.9950
155.7150
154.6500
155.9850
155.6700
155.9700
155.0250
155.5950
157.3500
155.4450
159.7900
158.8500
155.1750
155.2050
155.1150
154.2650
154.7700
155.5800
155.8350
159.4500
154.2050
155.1600
155.0400
County

155.8800
154.4000
155.3100
154.1450
154.8150
154.9650
151.2350
158.8050
156.8000
151.4600
154.9800
151.3850
156.2400
154.2200
155.9400
159.9900
147.0600

SW Regional Fire 1 & Dispatch (old CH) 159.0900

SW Regional Fire 2 (old DeSoto)
SW Regional Fire 3 (old Duncanville)
Texas Air 2

Texas Fire 1

Texas Fire 2

Texas Fire 3

Texas Law 1

Texas Law 2

Texas Law 3

Texas Med 1

Texas Parks and Wildlife
Waxahachie City Government
Waxahachie FD

Waxahachie PD

Waxahachie PD # 08
Waxahachie PD # 10

Wilmer FD

dio that will program in VHF-Hi “action \wiimer PD

band”. Below isalist of what | monitor
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155.9250
154.3550
151.3850
155.2650
155.2800
155.2950
154.9500
155.3700
155.4750
155.3400
159.2700
154.0850
154.3850
155.7900
155.0850
155.2200
154.2950
155.9100
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either with my Two-meter
radio or my scanner:

Y ou might have noticed above that |
monitor Marine Channel 16. Thisis
the emergency channel, so you never
know when you are near alake what
you might hear. Also marine handy-
talkies are usually pretty cheap in
Pawn Shops, and most default to
channel 16 when you turn them own.
Y ou might hear something that is not
quite “marine’ related !!

A great web site for frequency infor-
mation is www.radioreference.com/
index.php. You will haveto register,
and they reguest a $5.00 donation, but
itisworthit. The site also haslinks
to other useful sitesto add to our en-
joyment of scanning.

So next time Two-metersis quite,
programin you local PD, FD or SO
and see what is happening in the
world around you.

Happy scanning,
Bill = N5TXN
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