Notes From The President

Volunteer--A person who donates or
gives their time and talents to provide
services to other people, or to the com-
munity-at-large.

Volunteerism--performing activities of
one's own free will that provide ser-
vice to the community without mone-
tary reward. It is an expression of ac-
tive participation in the life of a com-
munity.

I’'m writing this article the evening of
September 11th. It's been along day,
but somehow | feel very encouraged
and fulfilled this evening. September
11th is the anniversary to one of the
most horrific events in American his-
tory, certainly in my lifetime. The at-
tack on the World Trade Center in

New York, the Pentagon, the blatant
hi-jacking and crashing of airliners, the
hijacking of an entire religion, and the
murder of thousands of innocent and
unsuspecting lives, all in one morning,
simply gives me pause. Emotions run
to extremes when | think about that
morning in 2001 and like many people,
I know exactly what | was doing when
| first heard the news over our club
repeater.

It is my nature to search for good in all
that despair and | believe we as a coun-
try have witnessed tremendous ‘good’
in the aftermath. Within minutes of
the events of 9/11, the essence which
makes the United States of America
special among nations was made obvi-
ous. Volunteerism.  We witnessed
people unselfishly running back into
the debris cloud of the collapsed World
Trade Center, literally into oblivion, to
help those in need.  Police and fire
officials laid aside their officia roles
and donned the hat of the volunteer,
knowing their officia infrastructure
lay inruins. Many died in their efforts,
fighting for someone else’s life to the
very end. We saw an almost instant
nationwide outpouring of deep concern
and desire to help. There was anger,
and some hatred toward the perpetra-
tors, but that anger and hatred was
eclipsed by pure good will. It is my
observation and belief, that no matter
how bad something seems, God always
out gives and tips the scales toward

good. My prayers go out to the vic-
tims, families, and heroes of
9/11/2001.
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Who volunteers? Everyone in some
capacity or another at some point in
their lives. Our military is al volun-
teer. Our Girl and Boy Scout leaders
are volunteers, as are our Sunday
school teachers, and city boards and
commissions members. Homeless and
homebound are cared for, street medi-
ans and parks adopted by, and Christ-
mas Carols sung by....volunteers. Ham
radio operators are incurable volun-
teers.  If you think about it, there is
not much volunteerism doesn’'t cover.
Why do we do it? You could say ego
but | judge that wrong. | theorizeit to
be a combination of community pride,
the God given nature of mankind to
ease the suffering of others, and in this
country, the fact that our nation was
founded by volunteers. It is in this
country’s blood. The United States
doesn’'t have a monopoly on volunteer-
ism but | would wager that we take the
blue ribbon by alarge margin.

So, why am | upbeat this evening, the
anniversary of 9/117? Several
SWDCARC club members and | par-
ticipated in a volunteer county exercise
today. Continued on page 2
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Amateur Radio Operators Shineln Crises

[t®common -- almost startlingly so -- to
hear about total strangers banding to-
gether in times of crisis. For some un-
clear reason, basic human instincts gov-
erning compassion and charity that usu-
aly are suppressed by the dog-eat-dog
world in which we live are unleashed
when disaster strikes, and people who
normally wouldn® even acknowledge
each other® presence stand shoulder-to-
shoulder to help those less fortunate,
and often each other.

Such a scenario is playing out in Mo-
bile, Ala, as Hurricane Frances bears
down on the state of Florida. As you
read this, a cadre of amateur radio op-
erators are providing whatever assis-
tance they can to those affected by the
storm.

They are plying their craft at WLO Ra-
dio, the nation® sole provider of high-
frequency ship-to-shore radiotelephone
service, which it has been doing since
1948. WL O makes space available to an
amateur radio club known as the Mari-
time Mobile Service Network
(www.mmsn.org), which consists of 68
members who voluntarily monitor the
14.300 kHz band on a rotating basis

from noon to 10 p.m. eastern time. The
club was formed in 1968 by Navy
Chaplain A.W. Robertson to handle
phone-patch traffic during the Vietnam
War and today still handles third-party
traffic for military personnel stationed
overseas, according to Rene Stiegler,
co-owner of WLO.

When an event such as a major hurri-
cane occurs, the club is "deluged with
requests for information,” Stiegler said.
"[t®usually ships at seathat are looking
for the latest hurricane advisories and
long-range forecasts."

Should one of the volunteers pick up a
distress call, he or she connects the call
via a phone patch to the U.S. Coast
Guard; they also provide location infor-
mation. "That frequency definitely has
become a calling frequency for help,
especialy for vessels at sea," Stiegler
said.

The service provided by the club is es-
pecialy critical for smaller ships (under
300 gross tons), which are not required
to have on board the Globa Maritime
Distress and Safety System. Those ves-
sels generally place mayday calls over
the 2182 kHz frequency monitored by

Notes From The President—Why We Do It

Continued from page 1

We were the communications volun-
teers and worked to support doctors,
nurses, and law enforcement, all worker
bees in a community effort to provide
aid. The event went very well, and
laughter was a universal attribute.
So, maybe that’'s the answer. Volun-
teering is fun and makes us feel good.
As amateur radio operators, we have a
very important place in the nationwide
push for volunteer efforts. If you
aren’t involved, give it a try. It will
make you feel good at the very least!

Here is your chance to get involved:
October 16th, all in one day, we will be
involved in another community aid
event, Jamboree On The Air, and our
annual Chili Cook Off. Some of us
will be attending all three events for a
very busy Saturday. Find your place
and get involved! Learn more at our
General Meeting and | hope to see you
there.

Cheersand 73,
Paul Dryer, KD5IVP

President, SWDCARC
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the Coast Guard, but propagation chal-
lenges limit the effective range of those
signalsto 200 miles, Stiegler said. Ships
beyond range of a Coast Guard receiv-
ing station then revert to the 14.300 kHz
frequency, he added.

Stiegler said the club occasionally re-
ceives a distress call from larger com-
mercial ships on that frequency, some-
thing he® not sure FCC rules allow. In
times of trouble, that becomes a moot
question, however. "If you@ out on a
boat that® sinking, we®€e not going to
turn you away."

Wavel engths
By Glenn Bischoff
September 3, 2004

Article submitted by Wayne Schier,
KA4WLS

I NCS Schedule I

September 2004
06-No Net (Labor Day)
13-KC5CPO
20-W5WB
27-KC5MQC

October 2004
04-KB5TMD
11-KJBUY
18-W5WB
25-KC5MQC
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Treasurer’s Report

Genera Fund Checking: Petty Cash:
Beginning Balance 8/1/04 $ 494.87
INCOME/EXPENSE
Dues I ncome - 2004 $ -
HamCom Equip Income $ -
TOTAL INCOME $ - $ -
EXPENSES
Trans to repeater fund
HOTY Award + Door prizes
Web Sight (Danny Cromaz) $ -
Emerg. Sta. Filters $ -
Field Day Meat Expense
TOTAL EXPENSES $ - $ -
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE $ - $ -
Ending Balance asof 8/31/04  $ 49487  $ -
Repeater Fund
Beginning Balance 8/1/04 $ 2,521.85
INCOME/EXPENSE
Trans from Gen Fund
Dues | ncome - 2004 $ -
Sale of Repeater Controller $ -
TOTAL INCOME $ - $ -
EXPENSES
Telephone ck 431 8-9-04 $ 27.69

$ -

$ -

TOTAL EXPENSES $ 2769 $ -
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE $ (2769 $ -
Ending Balanceasof 7/31/04  $ 249416  $ -
Total: Checkbook | Cash $ 2,989.03 $ -
Ending Balanceasof 7/31/04  $ 2,989.03 $ -
Pending Sept. Expenses
Phone $ 27.73
Club Liability Insurance $ 325.00
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Minutes of Executive Board Meeting - August 3, 2004

Invocation and Pledge

Opened by Paul Dryer KD5IVP, Invo-
cation Dave Tucker KC5CPO
Welcome and Introduction of
Guests

Guest list not taken.

Previous Minutes, Corrections and
Approval
Approved as published.

Financial Report
Treasurer not available, no report

Committee Reports

Repeaters - 2m still has some issues
with power output folding back after
~30 seconds. Generally, repeater out-
put is not as good as pre-storm in outer
boundary areas. New subgroup
formed; Johnny, Danny and Floyd will
check out backup repeaters and report.

VE testing — Will have a test session
next Tuesday. Requested VE's from
those in attendance.

Net Reports— normal attendance

M ember ship — no new applicants
County Bio-Terrorism Program —

Aaron McCarthy WD5AKM reported
that he has had contact with two indi-

Dave Tucker, KC5CPO, and
Teresa Rodgers, KD5UHI,

“Hamming it up!”

viduals about addition repeaters being
brought online specifically for the
county program. (KC5SUP) has a uhf
repeater on the green building that
may be repaired and used for this
group. Applications forms for the Dal-
las County Medical Reserve Corp
were passed out to all those present.
(This is the arm of the DCHHS that
this group will serve under.) There will
be additional communications with
Dallas city fire chief and department
of emergency management to further
establish this group as a RACES unit
for the southern Dallas county area.
Paul Dryer KDS5IVP reminded the
group to fill out and return the mass
email that went to all club members
regarding the Tri-City communications
group for Desoto, Duncanville, and
Cedar Hill. He reports ongoing discus-
sions with the cities and has submitted
an equipment list for use in a yet to be
established EOC in the tri-cities dis-
patch center.

Special Events — Chili cook off Sep-
tember 25 in conjunction with the
QSO party. This event may move to
Oct 2. Rebecca will also investigate
costs, etc for special T-shirts for the
event. Christmas party discussion, 2
possibilities for catering, but in general
event will be same aslast year.

Old Business — No actions to report,
new review date in December
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New Business— Red Hot Chili Pepper
ride August 21, volunteer positions are
filled, but backups would be most
helpful. Respond to KE6LOU directly
to volunteer. Berne KC5MQC reported
that his radio station will have a coke
drive in December with bounce
houses, etc. and would be a good place
for a special event station. Discussion
of a request for assistance in an an-
tenna project for Terry Johnson
KB5NSL in Lancaster. Rick KJ5UY
will contact Terry and establish a date
and have mass email to club for help-
ers. Paul Dryer KD5IVP suggested all
club officers have a small number of
business cards made for use in contact-
ing city officials or interested parties.
Board agreed.

Silent Keys — Joe Anderson’s Wife,
Ben Woodall (club antenna repair pro-
ject earlier this year)

Upcoming M eeting Program
Rick EllisKJ5UY Repeaters, What are
they and how do they work.

Submitted by Floyd Rodgers
(Designated secretary for a day. |

quit!)
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Minutes of Regular M eeting —August 17, 2004

Invocation and Pledge - presented by
Lance Hevron and attending guest

Welcome and Introduction

of attending guests

Previous meeting minutes were ap-
proved as published

Financial Report - Approved and sub-
mitted to club members by Paul

Committee Reports

Repeaters - Floyd Rodgers,
(KC50BC), and Johnny Roberson,
(KJ5LB), tested all three repeaters to
see which one®will work on the air.

VE Testing - One tested and passed,
an 1lyear old YL drove from Wichita
Fallsto be tested.

Net Reports - as of Monday, August
16th, we had 17 check-ins

New member ship - Paula Boyer

County Bio-Terrorism Program -
Paul Dryer, (KD5IVP), and Aaron
McCarthy, (WD5AKM), passed out
volunteer county forms for members to
fill out. Per Aaron McCarthy,
(WD5AKM), there will be a drill in
September more details to follow.

Special Events Group - The Texas
QSO party will be in September, " Chili
Cook Off" for the month of October
16th, at Valley Ridge Park. Call or see
Rebecca Ellis, (KC5FHG), for more
information.

Website - is great and working well
for everyone. Dave Tucker®,
(KC5CPOQ), picture will be removed
and something new and exciting will
be added for every ones viewing pleas-
ure.

Special Interest Groups - None to
report this month.

Repeater Dosand Don’ts

Rick Ellis (KJ5UY) did a fantastic job
of covering repeater etiquette in the
last club meeting. He mentioned some
of the rules of the repeaters, and things
you don't discuss on the repeater. |
would like to add one more subject
that should be verboten on any re-
peater. That subject is vacations.

Several a years ago, one of the Irving

Amateur Radio Club members was
telling us all about his upcoming vaca-
tion. When he returned from vacation
his house had been burglarized. |
never heard of any conclusive proof
that someone heard on the radio he
was going out of town, but then again,
the possibility is there. He would
never mention trips on the air again!

We are very fortunate in the fact that

1 )

147.06 has a wide footprint. The dis-
advantage is that a wide footprint just
increases the probability of an unscru-
pulous person eavesdropping on the
repeater. Yes, we mention al the time
that we are away from the house, but
most of the time it is not obvious that
no one is home, or how long we are
going to be away. The risks in this
case are minimal. However, when you
say you and the family are going to be
out of town for a week, it's a safe bet
you are not going to be home in the
middle of the night, in the middle of
the week.

With sites like QRZ.COM and others,
| can go from a call sign to a printed
map of that person’s home QTH in
about a minute (I type dow). Armed
with the knowledge that WX5LID is
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Old Business

Bylaw Committee - Rick Ellis,
(KJBUY), will be replaced with Bill
Ellis, (NSTXN).

New Business

Red Hot Chili Pepper Rally - will be
coming up in August.

YL Net - We will be having a YL Net
for al those interested. E-mail to fol-
low with information in the upcoming
newsl etter.
D! ) <7
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Presentation
Elmering Series - Repeaters, Rick
Ellis, (KIBUY).

Motion to adjourn by all members.

going to be out of town for the next
week, a burglar can look up his address
and plan when he would like to appro-
priate WX5LID's equipment for his
own.

It's human nature to want to talk about
our trips and to make schedules with our
buds back home before we leave. Ma
Bdll is still around for such information.
You can even talk about a sched, but
just not mention why.

Play it safe. Don’'t announce to the
world your trips. Don’t provide the bur-
glars the information to make the last
memory of your trip the nightmare of
walking into a burglarized house

DE KX5G
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