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Hear ye, hear ye!!

Notes from the President

Bylaws...

Greetings SWDCARC members!
Our November general meeting
is an important one. We will be
voting on some badly needed by-
law changes and it is very impor-
tant our members understand
those changes. (please go to
www.swdcarc.org to view the
proposed bylaw changes) Our
Bylaw Review Committee will
present the proposed amend-
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ments and changes. Our club has
grown and made some directional
adjustments in the last couple
years, such as our meeting place
and the addition of a Specia
Events Committee. Growing pains
demand bylaw changes to keep our
club viable, healthy, and interest-
ing. Please ... come vote and
have some pizza while you're
there!!

Club Officers...

We also will be hearing from our
Nominating Committee at the No-
vember meeting. Almost al club
board positions will be changing
next year. If you have the desire
to try your hand at serving on the
board of this club, please let the
Nominating Committee know.
The time commitment is not that
great and it’'sfun. I've had awon-
derful time the past two years as
President and would recommend
the post to anyone desiring fellow-
ship with above average people.

Ham Of The Year ...

Is there a HOTY in your life?
The Ham Of The Year award will
be presented at the December
Christmas meeting. The HOTY is
a prestigious designation given to
the amateur considered to have
contributed the most to the hobby
for the year. HOTY is chosen by
popular vote. Please take some
time and fill out the enclosed bal-
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lot with your Ham Of The Year
selection and get it to one of the
three previous years HOTY's,
myself, Dave Tucker, KC5CPO,
or Rick Ellis, KJBUY.  You
may email us with your choice
as well. Check the club roster
for email addresses.

Field Day...

Lastly, CONGRATULA-
TIONS ... To al the members of
SWDCARC who participated in
the planning and execution of
Field Day, a job well done! We
won the 3ac category, came in
5th for the region, and 95th for
the country. That says alot for
our little club. Next year, we go
for region!

See you at the meeting,

Paul Dryer, KD5IVP
President
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FCC RESUMES PROCESSING AMATEUR SERVICE APPLICATIONS

The FCC is back in the business of issuing Amateur Service license grants after a shutdown of several days. The Com-
mission® Wireless Telecommunications Bureau (WTB) halted processing Oof Amateur Service applications Novem-
ber 5 after a Universal Licensing System (ULS) http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls/ computer programming problem caused
application grants to go awry. Besides creating an application backlog, the glitch resulted in the issuance of nearly 130
out-of-sequence Group D (2x3) amateur call signs. Those erroneous grants now have been set aside, and licensees have
been issued new, in-sequence call signs.

"The Commission appears to have corrected the earlier erroneous call sign assignments,” ARRL Volunteer Examiner
Coordinator Manager Bart Jahnke, W9JJ, said November 11. "In the past 24 hours, the FCC has issued 1915 Amateur
Service grants, some of which were corrections for the earlier call sign anomalies." Jahnke says the rest of the grants
represented the application backlog and an initial run of some 600 applications for license renewal, license modifica-
tion, vanity call signs and administrative updates the WTB did November 10 to check out the system.

WTB personnel auditing the results of that initial run apparently were satisfied that the trouble wouldn®resurface and
removed the "alert" posted on the ULS Web site five days earlier to announce the suspension of Amateur Service
grants.

corrected call sign. The problem seems to have affected only new 2x3 call sign grants.
The 130 affected licensees can learn their new call signs by searching the UL S database by licen-
see name or by FCC Registration Number (FRN), if they know it. Records of the erroneous call
sign grants will be maintained in the ULS archive.

Jahnke says that each of the 130 or so licensees issued out-of-sequence call signs will get a set-
aside letter from the FCC via Certified Mail, pointing out the assignment error and listing the CS Schedu

November 2004
The difficulties began in late October, when a UL S software change shunted all amateur applica- Nov. 1-KB5TMD
tions from the nation® VECs into "Pending 2" status and flagged them for manual review with- Nov. 8-W5WB
out any justification. Attempts to correct the error only seemed to make things worse, however. ov. &

Nov. 15-K C5CPO

After regrouping, the WTB thought it had things under control by November 2, and it reproc- Nov. 22-K C5M QC
essed all the applications in the queue. That time, the system not only failed to grant some rou-
tine requests for new sequential call signs but erroneously began issuing out-of-sequence Group Nov. 29-KJ5UY
D cdl signs from brand-new cal sign blocks in severa didtricts. At that point,
the WTB stopped amateur processing altogether.

December 2004
Despite the processing error, Jahnke emphasized, the anomalous Group D call sign grants, which Dec. 6-KBSTMD
included numerous WQ-prefixes, were legal to use on the air. Dec. 13-W5WB

Dec. 20-KC5CPO
Dec. 27-KC5M QC

January 2005
Neal working QRP ... Jan. 3-W5WB
(Quarter of Rhubarb Pie) Jan. 10-KB5TMD
at the SWDCARC Chile Cook-Off Jan. 17-KC5CPO

Jan. 24-K C5M QC
Jan. 31-KB5TMD
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Minutes of Board Meeting, October 05, 2004

The Board Meeting was brought
to order by President Paul Dryer,
(KD5IVP§/at 6:34 p.m. on Octo-
ber 05, 2004, with a welcome to
all guests present.

Previous Minutes were approved
by all board members.

Financial Report é)resented by
Neal Palmquist (W9NDP) and ap-
proved.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Repeater: Up and down has
been reports via e-mail being sent
to Danny Boyer.

VE Testing : No testing.
Net Reports : October 04, 2004,
net check inswas 18.

Membership: No new members
recognized at thistime.

Minutes of General Meeting,

Invocation and Pledge: Presented
by President Paul Dryer,
(KD5IVP).

Previous Minutes were approved
by a

Financial Report presented b
Neal Palmquist (W9NDP) and ap-
proved.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Repeaters till having some diffi-
culties.

VE Testing : No testing.

Net Reports: October 04, 2004,
net check inswere 18.

Member ship: No new members
recognized at thistime.

County Bio-Terrorism Pro-
ram: Drill October 16, 2004,
acket worked very well. Tested

several siteswith ssimplex and

County Bio-Terrorism Pro-
ram: October 16, 2004, drill at
ancaster

High School. We will be trying
out the packet station as well as
many other ways of contact.

ecial Events: Chili Cookoff/
JOTA October 16th, 2004

Campout, November 12, 2004,
planning In progress at thistime.

Website: Working great as al-
ways.

OLD BUSINESS

Revison of Bylaws will be
printed in the upcoming October
newsletter.

NEW BUSINESS
October 4th, the Bluebonnet YL

October 19, 2004

drill was a complete success.

Meeting to be held at DCHHS on
October 26, 2004 at 7PM.

Special Events. Campout, No-
vember 12, 2004, planning in pro-
gress at thistime.

Website: Working great as al-
ways.

OLD BUSINESS
None to report.

NEW BUSINESS

October 4th, the Bluebonnet YL
Net was on the air with five check
ins.

PRESENTATION

The Bylaw Committee will be
presenting the new changes with
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Net was on the air with five
check ins.

PRESENTATION

The Bylaw Committee will be
presenting the new changes
with the club this will be pre-

sented by Danny Cromaz,
(W5WB).
Rick Ellis, (KJBUY) wil be
demonstrating Packet with assis-
tance from Paul Dryer,
(KD5IVP).

The motion to adjourn by Paul
Dryer, (KD5IVP), and followed
by al board members.

the club thiswill be é)r%ented by
Danny Cromaz, (W5WB).

Rick Ellis, (KJSUY) will be dem-
onstrating packet with assistance
from Paul Dryer, (KD5IVP).

The motion to adjourn by Paul
Dryer, (KD5IVP§, and followed
byal members.
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Unlikely Source Emits International Distress Signal
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CORVALLIS, Ore. — Chris van
Rossman® flat-screen Toshiba TV
came with a built-in VCR, DVD and
CD player. Still, the 20-inch color TV
aspired to higher things. On the night of
Oct. 2, it began emitting the interna-
tional distress signal. The 121.5 MHz
frequency signal was picked up by an
orbiting search-and-rescue satellite,
which informed the Air Force Rescue
Coordination Center at Langley Air
Force Base in Virginia. Before long,
van Rossman heard a knock at his door.
Outside were men in Air Force uni-
forms, a Corvallis police officer and a
Benton County Search and Rescue dep-
uty. The international distress signals
usualy are emitted from electronic lo-
cator transponders that help search-and-
rescue workers find overturned boats or
crashed airplanes.

It® said that more than 90 percent of
these signals are false alarms, but each
one is checked out. When Langley Air

The ResultsAreln...

And we are victorious! Yep, mission
accomplished. Field Day 2004 was a
complete success not only as a fel-
lowship event for the club members
and a PR opportunity for the club as a
whole, but on the scoreboard as well.

Our club ranks #1 in the North Texas
Section and #5 in the West Gulf divi-
sion. Additionaly, weare# 2 or 3in
the state of Texas and in the top 4%
of al field day sites that participated,
regardless of operating class.

So what does all this mean? Well be-
sides bragging rights for the next
year, this accomplishment puts us on
the map. We are not only looked at
as a good bunch of people to tak to
on the best repeater in North Texas,

Force Base personnel received the sig-
nal, they got on the horn to the Civil
Air Patrol, an all-volunteer auxiliary to
the Air Force, who contacted Benton
County Search and Rescue Deputy
Mike Bamberger for assistance. "My
initial thought was, ©h, it® the airport
again,© Bamberger said. From time to
time, Bamberger is dispatched to the
airport to locate a transponder in a
plane that has been bumped by a me-
chanic or set off by a rough landing.
But this case was different: The signal
was coming from a Corvallis apartment
building. "I have a pretty spotless re-
cord, so | wasn® overly concerned —
just a little confused,” van Rossman
said. "The police officer asked if | was
apilot or had a boat or anything. | said
©o,@nd they moved on."

After checking in with van Rossman,
the group continued the search. "We
narrowed it down to a spot on the wall
in the hallway," Bamberger said.
"Whatever was behind that spot is what
it was." They knocked on van
Rossman® door again, and the signa

we are becoming renowned for our
operating prowess and that can go a
long way in these uncertain times.
City, State, and Local Authorities,
as well as some from the federa
level, are looking at us because we
have the tools and the talents neces-
sary to offer a mgjor public service.
Events like Field Day that allow us
to showcase our talents are just ic-
ing on the cake and further reinforce
the fact that we are capable of effec-
tively and efficiently providing a
major public service to our commu-
nities and our Nation.

As we prepare to start making plans
for Field Day 2005, (yes, | know it
is over 6 months away) ask what
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abruptly stopped. "When he answered
the door he turned off the TV, and the
guy in the hall said, & just stopped,&'
Bamberger recalled. An inspection of
the television confirmed it was the
source of the signal. "Their egquipment
was just bouncing everywhere as they
turned it on and off," van Rossman
said.

Van Rossman was instructed to keep
his TV turned off or face fines of up to
$10,000 per day for emitting a false
distress signal. He® not taking any
chances and is keeping the television
unplugged just in case he forgets. He
has a DVD player on his computer and,
besides, he mostly likes to watch pub-
lic-broadcasting programs, especially
"Arthur.” "I find other stuff to do," van
Rossman said. "1t®not too important.”

"We have never experienced anything
like this before at Toshiba," said Maria
Repole, director of public relations at
Toshiba.

Copyright © 2004 The Seattle Times Company

you can do to get involved! There
is plenty of work to go around and
much of that work will give you
the opportunity to learn a new skill
or about anew facet of this habby!

Congratulations to all for a job
well done.

73 and see you in the pileup!

John Langridge, KB5NJD..
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Field Day Results
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Ham of the Year!

It® the time of year when we choose the radio operator we feel has excelled in the ranks of contribution to the hobby and our
club. Please take some time to ponder the individuals in the club whom you fedl have earned this prestigious award. The last

three years HOTY ® (along with your vote) will decide the winner and announce the winner at the December general meeting.
Vote early, vote often!

“| vote for for 2004 Ham of the Year."

Or...you may e-mail your vote to the one of the HOTY committee members listed below:

Paul Dryer —KD5IVP (psdryer @ticnet.com)
Rick Ellis— KJUY (rhekj5uy @flash.net )
Dave Tucker — KC5CPO (radioman@dlgtucker.com)
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