
 
 
 

Is Amateur Radio Keeping Up? 
 

Greetings SWDCARC members, I hope you are enjoying our fantastic springtime 
weather. 
 
As you likely know, for the past several months, Broadband over Power Line or 
BPL, and its detrimental effect on radio has been on the forefront of amateur radio 
concerns all across the US.  I’ ve written my Federal and State representatives voic-
ing my opposition to such technology and  received responses from them all.  All of 
the responses were either vague or luke warm with regard to positions taken by 
each respective representative.  I encourage all interested parties write their representatives.   Like 
any new technology, money tends to drive its direction and implementation.  The profit potential of 
a particular technology then drives or justifies what ‘hoops’  the purveyors of that tech are willing to 
jump through in order to realize that profit.  BPL, in of itself, is not ‘high tech’  and the idea is not 
new.    “Hoops” , however, such as ‘active interference abatement’ , and some of the other physics 
bending fixes purposed by the FCC in order to propagate BPL service is high tech.  Companies en-
vision such a cash cow in BPL that they are willing to spend vast sums of money developing such 
tech, well before BPL becomes licensed.  I believe BPL will become common in some form or 
fashion. 
All this got me  thinking about current amateur radio equipment, what it actually does, past and pre-
sent, and advancements made.  Consider that since about the turn of the last century, amateur radio 
gear has allowed communications via emitted and received RF energy , beginning with Morse 
Code, a digital mode of all things, and worked its way through various analog modulation methods 
such as AM, FM, PM (phase modulation) and Single Side Band.   Transmitters and receivers of 
past years were simple by today©s standards.  Vacuum tubes gave way to transistors which allowed 
miniaturization and digital control to take place.  Consider the following description of a recently 
marketed piece of ham gear: 

· “The XX-XXX is the world’s smallest HF/VHF/UHF multimode amateur transceiver. But 
don©t let the diminutive size fool you. The XX-XXX is loaded with features, high power 
output and a receiver that blends the renowned performance of the XX-XXX and XX-
XXX. It provides coverage of the 160 to 6 meter bands plus the 144 MHz and 430 MHz 
bands! The  ergonomic layout and large tuning knob insure safe mobile operation. And 
look at the receive coverage: 0.1-76, 108-174 and 420-512 MHz. The front panel  is re-
movable and it is remotable with the optional XX-XXX separation kit. Refinements in-
clude: spectrum display, 32 color display, beacon mode, keyer, 200 alphanumeric memo-
ries and CTCSS.  The XX-XXX features an SO239 input for your HF/6M antenna, and an 
SO-239 input for your 2M/440 MHz antenna. Includes MH31A8J hand mic, mounting 
bracket, DC power cord, spare ATC fuses. The optional  allows remoting the head.  Fea-
tures include:  160-2 meters +440, Electronic Keyer,  200 Alpha Memories,  DSP Option, 
100 Watts HF Output,  50 Watts 2 Meter Output, 20 Watts 440 MHz Output, Spectrum 
Display.... 

Wow, even a spectrum display!  And all one has to do is get a license and phone in their credit card.  
What does it really do?  Emit RF, using Morse Code, AM, FM, and SSB in the end.  Attach a com-

(Continued on page 2) 
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(Continued from page 1) 
puter and you get some fairly outdated digital usage.   I guess my point in all this is that amateur radio has done more to advance 
creature comforts and convenience than  ‘advancing the radio art’  after almost a century.  Icom just came out with an $11,000 
box to do essentially the same thing boxes did 50 years ago.  I’m sure it is a wonderful transceiver but no ham I know is knowl-
edgeable enough to fix Icom’s new transceiver if it breaks!  The market, us, bears and drives the amateur radio industry.  Just like 
money will drive BPL into existence, we hams have the power to drive amateur radio into a new age, or, out of existence. 
Is amateur radio keeping up in technological terms?  I judge not.  Some companies such as AOR are test marketing true digital 
voice amateur communications with questionable success.  Until we demand it or develop it ourselves, new technology will not 
develop.  Our current tech slips ever farther into the obsolete.  It’s no wonder to me that BPL is exciting to our lawmakers and 
amateur radio is being considered an obstacle instead of a  
benchmark.   The FCC is well aware of our contributions to communications technology.   
Something to think about. 
73, 
 
Paul Dryer, KD5IVP 
President, SWDCARC   
 
 
 
 
 

 
LOGBOOK OF THE WORLD TO INAUGURATE DXCC 
CREDITS SYSTEM MAY 5 
 
 
The ARRL©s Logbook of the World (LoTW)  http://www.arrl.org/lotw secure 
contact database debuts its DXCC credits system Wednesday, May 5. As of 
week©s end, the credits system was undergoing some final testing. ARRL Mem-
bership Services Manager Wayne Mills, N7NG, says the long-awaited LoTW 
component will permit users to apply contact "matches" in Logbook©s 41.4 mil-
lion QSO and growing database to their DXCC records. To date, Mills reports, 
more than 2.5 million QSO matches already exist in the system 
 

"It©s a pretty straightforward process," Mills said of crediting LoTW QSO matches to DXCC. "What participants need to do first 
is go to the LoTW site and read the instructions." Information available will include a list of frequently asked questions--FAQs. 
 
Before doing anything else, LoTW newcomers will have to obtain a Logbook of the World digital certificate and download the 
software. Since LoTW launched last September, it has validated nearly 10,000 digital certificates from approximately 7000 indi-
vidual users. Obtaining a digital certificate, which authenticates each user under a particular call sign, is free. 
 
The Logbook of the World database is a repository of individual contact records submitted by users in the US and abroad. When 
both QSO participants submit matching contact records to LoTW, the result is a "virtual QSL" that--while it bears little resem-
blance to a paper QSL card--is good for DXCC credit. LoTW accommodates Windows, MacOS and Linux RPM users, and sev-
eral logging software developers have incorporated LoTW components into their programs. 
 
DXCC is the first and only award for which LoTW users will be able to apply their credits. Mills says plans already are in the 
works to make the system available to apply LoTW credits to other ARRL and possibly some non-ARRL awards. 
 
Getting the DXCC credits system up and running has involved a considerable amount of programming--much of it by ARRL 
Web/Software Development Manager Jon Bloom, KE3Z--followed by extensive testing. 
 
LoTW users already holding digital certificates just need to click on the "Awards" menu tab to access the new system that lets 
them apply QSL credits to their DXCC records. 
 
While the software and obtaining a digital certificate are free, it will cost users to apply LoTW QSL credits to DXCC. The appli-

(Continued on page 3) 
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(Continued from page 2) 
cation fee for a basic DXCC certificate remains the same, however, and users will only be charged on the Logbook side of the 
system. Individual credits can cost as much as 25 cents apiece, but users can save money by buying credits in bulk. Purchasing 
more than 500 credits will drop the per-QSL cost to just 15 cents, Mills pointed out. "The fees are much more economical than 
the postage and other costs associated with collecting traditional paper QSL cards," he added. 
 
The application fee for a basic DXCC Award is $10 and includes up to 120 card credits. Applicants pay 15 cents per each addi-
tional card applied. A similar fee structure applies for those going the LoTW route, Mills says, and you won©t have to pay any 
additional fees on the DXCC side. The site provides for secure payment via credit card. 
 
One first: LoTW will be able to query the DXCC system and display an individual©s DXCC record. In the past, members have 
had to request their DXCC records via e-mail. "This was actually an unintended consequence of offering the DXCC credits sys-
tem," Mills said. 
 
For more information, contact the Logbook of The World staff  lotw-help@arrl.org 
 
Thanks to The ARRL Letter and The American Radio Relay League for the use of this article. 
 

 
DO YOU REMEMBER? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMING SOON                                          TO A PARK NEAR YOU!  
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Broadband Over Power line (BPL) is like many of those memorable things that I did as a kid:  It sounded 
like a good idea at the time, but I wish I©d known what the damages were going to be before I launched into 
it.  Hopefully, sanity will prevail on this one. 
 
My new truck lasted about 3 weeks before I got out the drill and installed two antenna mounts in the roof.  
(Real hams don©t use mag mounts!!!!)  Is it my imagination or is the sheet metal thinner than ever?  I©m start-

ing to worry about dime sized hail, now!!! 
 
Webster defines a disaster as "crushing misfortune" or a "calamity".  Anyone needing a visual image of a disaster scene should 
take a look at my garage. 
 
I occasionally hear a disgruntled ham opine that they won©t join (or rejoin) the ARRL because ___(fill in whatever beef you can 
come up with)___ that the league didn©t handle to their satisfaction.  While I respect the right to associate with whomever we 
please (particularly when dues money is involved), completely giving up on the ARRL is like shooting your toe off because you 
don©t like the way your boots fit!  They©re not perfect, but there©s still nobody else that represents our interests as well and we 
need all the unity and support we can muster. 
 
Severe storm season is upon us....keep your batteries charged! 
 
73 de Rick / KJ5UY 
 
 

Howdy Everyone - 
 
It©s time to dust off your contest hats, throw on some fresh logging software, and 
head for the shack. The Texas QSO Party is only a few months away. 
 
The TQP website (http://www.txqp.org) is undergoing it©s annual face-lift. An 
HTML rendition of the 2004 rules has been posted (with a new TXM CWO SO 
category added). Soon the rules will be provided in MS Word, and plain text for-
mats. Check the website from time-to-time for updates.  
 
Each year we look for new incentives to get folks fired-up and involved in this fun 
competitive event. This year we think we are significantly raising the bar by offering 
sponsorships for the various award plaques. If you or your club would like to spon-
sor an award plaque, go to the website, or click this link for details:  
http://www.txqp.org\awsponsor.htm. 
 
The large, first place plaques are $35 while the second and third place plaques are $17.50. They are offered on a first come first 
serve basis. 
Again, please see the link above for details. 
 
We©ll have more updates as HamCom and TQP draw closer. 
 
73, 
H. O. Townsend - K5CX 
Coordinator, Texas QSO Party 
http://www.txqp.org 
CQ Award Checkpoint 
http://www.cq-amateur-radio.com 
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 He asked the question and the red flags should have immediately began flying, but I hesitated. “What makes you 
believe that you are a Ham ?’ , He asked. My eyebrow raised in that way that I hoped looked like John Belushi’s but 
it came across as confusion, so he restated. “Why do you believe you are a Ham radio operator” .   A co-worker and 
I were in Las Vegas a week or so ago for the National Association of Broadcaster’s convention.  The largest radio 
industry event of its kind in the World.   NAB is the one event to see, touch and ask questions about the newest 

gadgets for TV and radio and the ARRL always has a well staffed booth full of information about the hobby, and the free candy 
dish is always a nice touch.  
  I didn’ t get a card from the gentleman asking the question, and I guess it doesn’ t matter.  What does matter is the rest of our Q 
and A. Before I could cough up an intelligent answer for his question, he finished it for me.  “ Its because of your license, right ?”   
Uh…yes. “You carry a license that says you are an operator”  I could not imagine where this train was going, and my co-worker, 
also a ham, was eager for the next stop.  
  Then, the what I call the sales pitch for ARRL membership began. Our host went on to say that recent government events had 
all but nullified the license we carry and that our assigned FCC ID number would now carry the bulk of the work.   All since the 
Thursday prior of our Monday arrival did this decision come down.   The pitch continued saying that our support was needed to 
help ward off surprise pieces like this in the future.   I bet you read that last line and didn’ t catch it.   “surprise pieces”  ? What 
was my membership doing before ?    
  Now the commentary.   I admit I let my membership slip this year. I’m still wading thru BPL and have enjoyed the discussions 
about it, And sensing a pro-stance from ARRL, I decided a non-vote was the best route, for now.  I’m no expert.  I’m no activist.   
I am un-informed on the daily happenings so please retain your own thoughts on this  and other issues and save the hate mail for 
Ellen. 
  So, our eyes met with the same question….how did something this big get by as a surprise ?   Would not this effect testing as 
we know it ?   “We’re putting tools in place to address just that” . I wasn’ t comforted, but I didn’ t let him see me sweat.  We 
thanked 
him for the sudden enlightenment, and with a quick fly by thru the candy jar and the free literature, we were on our way to the 
rest of the conference.  
  Again, I’ ve done no follow up work on this, so maybe he was wrong. Maybe I was wrong in my interpretation.  I believe I was 
right in not Hearing anything about this before NAB.  Strange.   
  So, talk among yourselves and on the repeaters and lets hash it out. The point of all the rubble here is simply the question..”True 
or False”  and are you “ In or Out”  with ARRL. 
 
73 
Bernie McPartland 
KC5MQC 

 

 
 

DID WE MENTION THAT 
FIELD DAY IS COMING SOON? 
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ARRL   Are you In or Out? 
A commentary on things  



 

ARRL Bulletin 15 ARLB015 From ARRL Headquar ters Newington CT May 7, 2004  
 
The FCC says minor amendments to various Amateur Radio rules become effective June 1. The regulatory changes, which the 
FCC made on its own motion rather than in reaction to any petitions, appeared May 5 in the Federal Register. 
 
"This document makes minor amendments to various rule sections to clarify or eliminate duplicative language or conform them 
with other rule sections," the FCC said. 
 
Among other changes, the most significant involved revising the wording of Section 97.307(d), which defines spurious emis-
sions. The updated language imposes a slightly higher standard on newer transmitters or amplifiers of any power level. Starting 
June 1, the rule will provide that: 
 
*  the mean power of any spurious emission from HF transmitters or external RF power amplifiers installed after January 1, 2003, 
must be at least 43 dB below the mean power of the fundamental emission. 
 
*  the mean power of any spurious emission from HF transmitters or external RF power amplifiers installed on or before January 
1, 2003, must not exceed 50 mW and must be at least 40 dB below the mean power of the fundamental emission. If the mean 
power output of such as transmitter is less than 5 W, the attenuation must be at least 30 dB. 
 
Still exempt from the provisions of Section 97.307(d) are transmitters built before April 15, 1977, or those first marketed 
before January 1, 1978. 
 
The FCC also has redefined what constitutes an Amateur Radio operator to reflect the advent of the Universal Licensing System 
(ULS) electronic licensee database. Under the revised Section 97.3(a)(1) an amateur operator is "a person named in an amateur 
operator/primary license station grant on the ULS consolidated licensee database to be the control operator of an amateur sta-
tion." The current rule defines an amateur operator as "a person holding a written authorization to be the control operator of an 
amateur station." 
 
Anther change eliminates Technician or Technician with Element credit licensees from the classes of operators permitted to pre-
pare Element 1 (5 WPM Morse) and Element 2 (Technician written) examinations. The Commission ordered the rule changes 
within the context of a larger, wide-ranging Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) in WT Docket 04-140. That NPRM ad-
dresses several Amateur Radio-related petitions and proposes revisions to operating privileges. The FCC continues to seek com-
ments on these proposals. Comments are due by Tuesday, June 15, and reply comments by Wednesday, June 30. Among other 
changes, the FCC has recommended adopting the ARRL©s "Novice refarming" plan. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
             

 
 

 
 
 
 

        JUNE 26th and 27th 
         

        DON’T MISS IT ! 
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING APRIL 20, 2004 
 
The General Club Meeting was brought to order by President Paul Dryer, KD5IVP at 6:30 p.m. on April 20, 2004. The Invoca-
tion was given by Dave Tucker, KC5CPO and at following meetings the club voted for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Paul welcomed everyone and the new guest attending was Lee Arney from the Dallas County Human Services. 
 
Previous M inutes as published in the ground wire were approved by all club members. 
Financial Repor t presented with a Revision A by Neal Palmquist, W9NDP to agree with February report ending totals. 
Committee Repor ts 
Repeaters 
Repeater coverage has been improved towards south end of county. Coverage in much of this area is now full quieting. Report 
back from repair of backup controller. Controller was working now again without repairs. It is unknown for how long it will con-
tinue to operate or what was the original problem. Due to age of both controllers, it was suggested to sell both old controllers and 
acquire a new secondary identical to the recently purchased controller with the funds from the sale . This will be taken up at the 
next board meeting. 
VE Testing 
none for this month. Rick Ellis,  KJ5UY will be having classes starting July 10, 17, and last class with testing session on July 
24th. Classes to be held at the same church in Duncanville as before. 
Net Repor ts 
We had 13 check-ins at the last Monday night 2 meter net. 
Membership: 
Returning members Adam Adkins KM5M and Mike Doyle N5NXN.  
County Bio-Terror ism Program 
Aaron announced the April 30th meeting with Human Services would be at a later date, possibly June 9th. Lee Arney 
made a presentation to all club members as to what some of their expectations are of the club and answered questions from the 
members. There was discussion of making some of the County officials honorary members; John Wiley Price, Lee Arney and 
Paul Shirley. Danny Cromaz seconded the motion. Voted and passed. There was discussion about having County officials and 
their personnel go through classes and get licensed. Information will be forwarded regarding upcoming classes and 
test sessions. 
Special Events, 
HAMCOM, Club tables will be set up for any members wanting to sell items. There will be a Tail Gate Party on Saturday of 
HAMCOM, June 19th. HAMCOM will only be two days this year, June 18th and 19th. 
FIELD DAY, June 27th , with Todd Houvinen KB5TMD, as Coordinator. Field Day will be at Valley Ridge Park, Cedar Hill. 
Discussion for adding a special transmitter to run PSK31 and other modes which would require a class change from 2A to 3A. 
More details will follow in a later newsletter. 
Club Website 
Nothing to report. Working great as always. 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Bylaw Review Committee Meeting will be meeting in the near future. 
NEW BUSINESS: 
The Dallas County Bio-Terrorism Drill with Aaron McCarthy, Liaison, will be changed from April 30th to June 9th. 
Program: 
SWDCARC Elmering Series "Antennas 101" was very well presented by Russ Thompson, KX5G. 
The motion to adjourn by Johnny Roberson KJ5LB and Bill Beal WD5HHH seconded the motion.  
Adjourned at 9:20p.m. 
 
submitted by 
 Teresa Rodgers, KD5UHI, Club Secretary 

Note from the Editor: 
We are only publishing the April general membership meeting minutes in this issue of the newsletter as the 
April board meeting minutes were published in the previous newsletter. The June issue of The Groundwire 
will contain minutes from both the May board meeting and May general membership Meeting. This change 
will continue in future newsletters so that the same month for both meetings will be in one issue. 
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