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Amateur Radio
Not a Spectator Sport!

Greetings club members! I'm here to tell you, no moss grows on the
SWDCARC and our March 2nd board meeting is proof. March is aways a|
busy meeting but | tend to use it as a gauge of club activity aswell. So, first,
congratulations and thanks to all new board members and a big thank you to
those rotating off the board of directors of this club. Your service is appreci-
ated, I'm sure, by usall.

At our board meeting, new club committee places were filled by board members requiring
such. Neal, NONDP, will head Membership. Myself, KD5IVP, Danny Cromaz, W5WB,
Rick Ellis, KJ5UY, and Johnny Roberson, KJ5LB, will make up the Repeater committee.
Floyd Rogers, KC5QBC, Todd Huovinen, KB5TMD, and Johnny Roberson, KJ5LB, will be
the Materials committee. We will request at least 5 club members to staff the Special Events
committee at the March general meeting on the 16th. Please consider being part of the Special
Events committee as, in my opinion, it's one of the most important to the club.

You may have noticed a big change on our 147.06 mhz repeater. For a couple weeks, it has
been operating with no controller. A new controller has now been installed. This new control-
ler is somewhat more flexible and the new automatic ID voiceis abit more “human” sounding.

(Continued on page 2)

Do you think all these partswill ever end up being a
- g tri-band Yagi? When

there is Ham radio
operators involved
and the need to get
auminum up in the
air, our guys came
through. On Saturday
March the 6th, with
the help of many
SWDCARC mem-
bers, it did get done.
Ben Woodall,
WS5MBO is the proud
jowner of a Mosley
TA-33 Tri Band
Beam. Thanks to al
who showed up Satur-
day and especially to
(Continued on page 3)
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If you’ve not used the repeaters in awhile, give them atry. Our coverage areais the best in Texas in my observation and a great
tribute to our club. Thanks Danny Boyer, W5AHN, Danny Cromaz, W5WB, and Johnny Roberson, KJ5LB, for your effortsin
keeping our system in fine shape.

A request was made two months ago for some antenna repair assistance for Ben Woodall, W5MBO, and his quad antenna. |
must say |I'm impressed, but not surprised, by the good will showing of our membership to help Ben. Saturday, February 21st, a
dozen of us showed up at Ben’s house and began work salvaging the damaged quad. Sad to say, the quad antenna was beyond
repair and was removed. Through some generous donations by club members, Ben will be the proud owner of a new HF triban-
der and feed line to get him back in business. | invite all to attend the antenna raising, Saturday morning the 6th at 9:00, Ben's
house, to complete the work and get Ben back on the air.  If you need directions, contact Rick Ellis or myself via phone, radio,
or email.

A big day is planned for March 27! Last year we had a club sponsored Easter Egg hunt which went very well. This year we'll
be doing it again but with some added fun. Plan on attending Valley Ridge Park in Cedar Hill, WITH YOUR KIDS AND/OR
GRAND KIDS, for an Easter egg hunt, an HF kite antenna meet, a transmitter hunt, and finally a pot luck supper. HF kite an-
tenna event will begin at noon if the wind cooperates...I understand the government has scheduled wind for that day. The pot
luck supper will be as good as we make it so cook accordingly and bring your own soft drinks.  April 3rd will be the alternate if
we get rained out.

These events have proven to be quite fun so | look forward to seeing you all!

Articles....articles....articles....we need articles!  Our club members comprise some very talented and interesting individuals. So,
why not share your radio or related experiences with the rest of usin the Groundwire? Write a short, or long, article and submit
it to Danny Cromaz, with or without pictures. Hisemail addressis dcromaz@swbell.net.

EASTER EGG HUNT/FOX HUNT/POT LUCK DINNER

The Southwest Dallas County Amateur Radio Club Presents the 2nd annual Easter Egg and Transmitter Hunt.
(With a POT LUCK Supper after every egg and transmitter isfound ! )

When: saturday March 27th

Time: 3pmtil ?

Where: Valley Ridge Park 2850 Park Ridge in Cedar Hill
Talk-in on the 147.06 repeater.

What you should bring for the Easter Egg Hunt :
Kids, Grandkids, Neighbors kids, etc. They need to supply their own basket.

What you should bringfor the Transmitter Hunt:
DF equipment or just a hand held radio. The hunt will be an on foot hunt. Teams are allowed. Freq is 146.565

What you should bringfor the POT LUCK Supper:

Pot Luck.... Bring any (edible) item that you can. Chairs and Tables also if possible.
CONTACT: RebeccaEllis @ 972-617-5510 if any questions.

HAM FEST 2004, MARCH 27,2004 hosted by the AMATEUR RADIO CLUB OF PARKER COUNTY AT THE TEXAS
NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY, 716 CHARLES STREET, WEATHERFORD, TEXAS 76086
GRAND PRIZE $500 AND DOOR PRIZESALL MORNING

Set up time is Friday March 26 from 6 pm to 9 pm and Saturday March 27 from 6 am to 8 am. Unclaimed tables will be resold
after 9 am Saturday. Open to the public at 8 am until 1 pm. Tickets prepaid by mail by March 19 are $4 and are $5 per person at
the door. Tables, space for tables or display racks or other use and outside tailgating prepaid by mail by March 19 are $10 and
$15 each at the door. The Armory is located at 716 Charles Street in Weatherford, TX. Take exit 406 off of 1-20 (about 30 miles
west of Ft. Worth) to Bowie St. go North on Bowie St. to 4 way stop sign, turn right on Charles St., go to stop sign, go straight to
716.
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North Texas Balloon Project flight #11
“The Spirit of Columbia' NTBP #11 The North Texas Balloon Project flight #11 is planned for launch about 8:30
am on March 13, 2004 from the municipa airport in Hillsboro, Texas, just south of Fort Worth and Dallas. This mission is
dedicated to the memory of the astronauts lost a year ago in the Shuttle Columbia tragedy. The weather balloon carrying ama-
teur radio experiments is expected to reach nearly 100,000 feet in about 90 minutes and return via parachute in about 30 min-
utes. Mobile recovery teams will use position reports from the onboard APRS on 144.390 MHz and RDF (fox hunting) to re-
cover the payloads. Set up will begin at 7:00 am with the HF Launch Net on 7260 +/- 10 kHz LSB starting at 8:00 am. The
cross band repeater uses an uplink at 445.800 MHz and downlink at 147.560 MHz. Video from onboard cameras is transmitted
at 1255.000 MHz for reception by anyone with FM ATV capability. The public isinvited to come out to the Hillsboro Munici-
pa Airport, located at Exit 3 on Interstate Highway 35W, to watch the launch, flight status, and downlink video. In the event of
unfavorable wesather or jet stream conditions, the launch will occur at a later date. For the latest information check NTBP®
Website. http://www.qd.net/w55z/NTXBalloonproj.htm Handheld VHF radios and scanners can receive the downlink easily.
At the peak altitude ham radio operators from Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Louisiana, and Kansas can contact each other using
the cross band repeater. The radios used normally have a range of about 25 miles, but that range will be extended to about 500
miles at the peak atitude. Two video cameras are used to alternately show the balloon and the horizon. At the peak altitude, the
curvature of the earth is visible. NTBP®Doug Howard said, "This is being done mostly for fun. It involves many different fac-
ets of amateur radio and thus a project that many types of amateur radio operators can enjoy together. There is aso an educa-
tional component utilized by scouting groups, because it involves orienteering and can be counted toward several different
merit badges, as well as by teachers for science experiments." According to Howard, Boy Scout troops from Fort Worth and
Benbrook will participate. NTBP is a group of amateur (HAM) radio operators from Fort Worth and Dallas and has launched
balloons from Cleburne, Clifton, and Hillsboro airports since 1991. This is the second launch during the last year and is funded
by the amateur radio operators associated with the NTBP. Please send an email to kd5day @ev1.net for further information

(Continued from page 1)
Ed Jones (K5ZPC) for the donation of the TA-33. It only took about a half a day to get it together and on the air.
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Board M eeting March 2nd, 2004

The Board Meeting was called to order by President Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) at 6:30 pm Previous minutes read and approved.
New board members welcomed, all were present. Guests present were Richard Baker (NSKXA), Floyd Rodgers (KC5QBC),
Johnny Roberson (KJ5LB), Danny Cromaz (W5WB). Rebecca Ellis (KC5FHG), and Ted Black (WBOTSX). Neal Palmquist
(WINDP) presented the financial report; Solvent! Last year® financials audited by Ted Black (WBOTSX). Audit results were
received as accurate with minor suggestions for improvement.

Committee Reports:

Repeater: The replacement controller ordered was received and installed as the primary controller. Programming will follow
with refinements in the coming weeks. The replacement was more cost effective and added new features. The 2004 Repeater
committee was drafted; Paul (KD5IVP), Rick (KJ5UY), Johnny (KJ5LB), Danny (W5WB) & Bernie (KC5MQC). A motion was
made to show a token of appreciation to Danny Boyer for his tireless maintenance of the repeater by KJ5LB and seconded by
W5WB. The motion carried.

VE testing: There are Three for testing Tuesday night, attending VE®were selected to attend.

Net Reports; 17 checking®on the last Monday night net.

Membership; A new member application was voted on and accepted. Welcome to  Bill Ellis (NSTXN). Nea Pamquist
(WONDP) was appointed as Membership chairperson for 2004. There was a discussion of items related to attracting and wel-
coming new members. Need was emphasized to start handing out new member info packages again. Danny (W5WB) volun-
teered to assembl e the packets.

County Bio-Terrorism Program; A request for two additional stationsthat are identical to the first unit has been forwarded for
purchase by county. The portable station committee will meet after the next regular club meeting to begin working on cheat
sheets for gear, packaging for next units, storage location, etc.

Special Events; Easter Egg hunt/Pot luck/Fox hunt set for March 27th with April 3rd as the rain day. Due to last years issues
with the egg stealing dog, the order of events will be egg hunt, eat, hunt for fox.

Website: Motion by Johnny Roberson , seconded by Rick Ellis to fund website hosting fees. Voted and passed. Discussion of
Special interest groups and lack of interest in those groups. SIG areas will be replaced by an Elmer page.

Old Business; Saturday March 6th at 9 am will be the antenna project completion for Ben Woodall W5MBO. (Note: Success
fully completed as of this newdletter).

Materials Committee appointed: Volunteering were Floyd (KC5QBC), Johnny (KJ5LB) and Todd (KB5TMD). The City of
Duncanville was contacted and met to verify backup repeater site and repeater materials were still present and identified.

New Business; A By-Laws review committee was appointed with Danny (W5WB), Rick (KJ5UY) and Teresa (KD5UHI) as
members. The task isto go through and suggest possible areas of improvement needed.

Newdletter; articles needed for Groundwire. Each board member agreed to write 2 articles this year.
Danny (W5WB) spoke about the need for articles from the membership, no matter how small. He will be sure that spell check,
etc. will be performed to assist those that have not submitted an article before. Any Ham related subject is acceptable.

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm. Respectfully submitted by Teresa Rodgers (KD5UHI) , Club Secretary.

General Membership Meeting February 17th, 2004

President Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) called the general membership meeting of the Southwest Dallas County Amateur Radio Club to
order on Tuesday, February 17, 2004 at 6:30 pm at the Windsor Park Baptist Church in DeSoto. No guests were present.

The previous minutes were approved as posted in the Groundwire. Johnny Robertson (KJ5LB) gave the financial report and an-
nounced that the balance of the general fund was transferred to the repeater fund as per the club bylaws. Neal Palmquist ( incom-
ing Treasurer) will need to sign a new bank signature card when taking over as treasurer.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Repeaters- Johnny Roberson reported the failure of the back up controller and that now both the regular controller and the back
up controller had failed. Danny Boyer (W5AHN) has looked into the cost to repair vs. a cost new price. It will cost the club ap-
proximately $350.00 to repair and a new one would be in the area of $500.00. The advantage of a new one would be new soft-

(Continued on page 5)
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ware enabling the club more features on the repeater. A new one would not have a phone patch. This type of expense would need
to be approved by the membership. Bob Best (KA4JSQ) made the potion for the club to purchase a new controller and Floyd
Rodgers (KC5QBC) seconded the motion. The motion passed.

VE TESTING; There was 2 upgrades to extra and 2 new techniciansin the last session. The VE team announced that they would
no longer allow re-testing on the same night if anyone failed a test and that anyone wishing atest session should call 1 week prior
to the usual test date which is the second Tuesday of each month.

NET REPORTS; Bernie McPartland (KC5MQC) reported 16 check ins and Danny Cromaz (W5WB) reported 17 on their Mon-
day night nets. One net was held on our 440 repeater due to the 2-meter repeater having problems.

MEMBERSHIP; Rick Ellis (KJ5UY) advised that 34 renewal s has been received as of the February Board Meeting and that
packets are being passed out when someone passes an exam at V E testing.

County Bio-Terrorism Program; Aaron McCarthy (WD5AKM) was not there but Paul Dryer announced that Aaron called for
alist of 2 more portable stations, including antennas with filters this time.

Special Events,; RebeccaEllis (KC5FHG) has notified us that the Easter Egg/Fox Hunt/Pot Luck Dinner will be held at Valley
Ridge Park in Cedar Hill on March 27" at 3:00 pm.

Website; Danny Cromaz advised that if anyone wants something sent via general broadcast or anything posted to the web page
just send him an email. A simple memo form is great.

Special Interest Groups; Pedestrian Mobile: Paul Dryer is usually walking from 8 pm to 9 pm and Ted Black (WBOTSX) at 7
pm, Johnny Roberson at 6:15 AM. Anyone interested in a bit of exercise join in on the repeater.

OLD BUSINESS:

SWDCARC OFFICER ELECTIONS; Ted Black made the motion that the ballot of officers be elected by acclamation and
Danny Cromaz made the second. Motion passed. The following date of officers have been elected:

Paul Dryer, President; Rick Ellis Vice President: Neal Palmquist-Treasurer; Theresa Rodgers Secretary; Bernie M cPartland Di-
rector; Dave Tucker Director.

Club Books Audit; Ted Black announced that the audit was compl ete.

Antenna Party; Ben Woodall-W5MBO antenna repair needs 6 people to show up on Saturday Feb 21% at 9:00AM. Anyone
wishing to participate and need directions email Rick Ellis viathe club web page.

NEW BUSINESS:

Texas Central Storm Spotters-Saturday 21 at Garland, after the Garland SKYWARN program.

Possible Groundwire Changes-Tabled to the new Board of Directors Meeting in March.

Joshua Tech Class-Dave Tucker (KC5CPO) reported an all day Tech Class at his Church in Joshua on 3/21/04 . Contact Dave to
reserve your spot.

Bill Beal (WD5HHH) handed out literature on Linux obtained from Openoffice.org. Linux is free software.

PROGRAM: Todd Huovinen (KB5TMD) presented the program on Short-wave Radio. Bernie McPartland (KC5MQC) brought
his Silvertone 8 transistor radio, Russ Thompson (KX5G) brought his Kenwood R 5000 and Todd brought his Radio Shack DX
398.

The motion to adjourn was made by Dave Tucker and 2™ by Johnny Robertson at 8:00 PM.

Respectfully Submitted by Danny Cromaz-W5WB, Club Secretary

A Little Poem Regarding Computer Spell Checkers

Eye halve a spelling checker

It came with my pea sea

It plainly marques four my revue
Miss steaks eye kin knot sea.

Eye strike a key and type aword

And weight four it two say L
Weather eye am wrong oar write L'

It shows me straight a weigh

— g
As soon as a mist ache is made @
It nose bee fore two long  ——

And eye can put the error rite ‘(:H QT

Its rare lea ever wrong. >
Eye have run this poem threw it O

| am shore your please two no

Its letter perfect awl the weigh

My checker tolled me sew.




