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Great Year Ahead!

Greetings and Happy New Year, SWDCARC members! | trust eve-
ryone had an eventful (or un-eventful, depending on your point of view)
holiday season. From aradio club dlant I'd say we finished last year in
fine style with our fabulous prime rib Christmas dinner. I’ ve heard noth-
ing but praise for Rebecca Ellis and the special events committee for
their excellent work for that event. Of course the highlight of the eve-
ning was the presentation of the Ham Of The Year Award. “U-Turn |}
Dave” Tucker, KC5CPO, was voted 2003 HOTY. | think we would all
agree, the award iswell deserved. Congratulations Dave!

| expect this year to be a banner year for SWDCARC. Our first board
meeting happened the evening of January 6th and many good things were discussed. The spe-
cial events committee has already dated a few future club happenings which will be announced
once details have been hammered out.  Also, a slate of new club officer candidates will be an-
nounced at the January general meeting. Remember, you still have a chance to volunteer and
campaign for an open dot. A little friendly competition might be fun!

One club event we chose to continue this year is the club fox hunt. This month the hunt
will begin at Harrington Park in Duncanville on January 17th, 9:00 am. Rick Ellis will be the
fox and may choose either a mobile or on foot event. Please come and bring the kids. Fox
hunt participants don’t need radio licenses and it just might spark that RF wonder lust in some
youngster.

After the fox hunt, weather and wind permitting, some of us might try our hand at flying a
long wire antenna via kite, and giving our club portable station a run through on the Top Bands
(80 and 160 meters). Preparations are being made currently for our maiden flight. For those of
you unfamiliar with our portable station, it's literally a ‘field day in abox’. All mode, al band
UHF/VHF/HF, antennas and all, in aarmored case. Come by and giveit atry!

It's been almost a year since several of our club members both witnessed the horrible Shuttle
Columbia tragedy, and then participated in the recovery of the orbiter in various places across |
Texas. Inremembrance of Amateur Radio®involvement in the Shuttle Columbia disaster, the
Nacogdoches Amateur Radio Club is hosting a special event.

All amateurs who helped in this event are invited to return to Nacogdoches, participate, and re-
member. Details of this event may be found here: http://www.andersoft.com/narc/

| feel a SWDCARC representative should attend this gathering and | intend to go. Anyone else
wishing to attend, please contact me by email through the club website.

Finally, thank you all for alowing me the honor of being club president this last year. I'm
trying my best to make our club as well rounded as possible but | don’t make the club....you do.
I’d be very interested in hearing from you all, ideas, likes, and didikes in order to make this
club continue to prosper. Feel freeto call or email me and your input will be taken to heart. |
encourage you all to be involved in our great radio club!

73!
Paul, KD5IVP
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Windsor Park Baptist Church Needs Vol unteers!

Windsor Park Baptist Church is needing volunteers to help with a big event happening there Wednesday 21st through Sunday the
26th of this month. "Team Impact" will be performing each of those nights with a display of strength and a powerful message!
A large crowd is expected to attend. Volunteers are needed for traffic control and other tasks.

An orientation will be held on Sunday 18th at 4:00 at the church. Volunteers need to be at the church from about 5:00 till about
9:00 each night of the event. 1@ like to see at least 10 volunteers from SWDCARC if possible to show our appreciation for the
use of the church as a club meeting place.

If you are able to attend any or all evenings, please email meat psdryer@ticnet.com or call me at 972-296-3983.
Thanks!
Paul Dryer, KD5IVP, President SWDCARC

The Austrian Amateur Transmitter Federation (OVSV--Osterreichischer Versuchssenderverband) http://www.oevsy.at/index.
shtml reports that a Broadband over Power Line (BPL) field test in the city of Linz has been cut short as aresult of excessive ra-
dio interference. OVSV, Austria® International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) http://www.iaru.org member-society, said in De-
cember that the Government Ministry for Commerce, Innovation and Technology closed down Linz Power Company® BPL
pilot project because it was generating interference on the HF bands. Shortwave broadcaster Radio Austria® futureZone service
http://futurezone.orf.at says the case that brought the issue to a head was a Red Cross report that emergency services radio traffic
during a disaster response drill last May was the victim of massive BPL interference.

"The Commerce Ministry Order not only means the end of the Linz BPL pilot project,” the Radio Austria report said, "but the
end of the deployment of this technology in Austria, especially given the interference to radio communication in places of busi-
ness." According to the broadcaster, measurements were said to have indicated that radiation from the BPL
system exceeded permissible field strength levels by afactor of 10,000.

OVSV says radio amateurs in Austria have opposed deployment of all BPL experiments as neither legal nor compatible with
"vital, worldwide shortwave radio communication.” Among other problems with BPL, OVSV has cited its potential to disrupt
emergency communications and safety-of-life services as well as military operations on HF and navigation and aeronautical
communication.

Last fall, OVSV representatives and Linz amateurs got together with power company representatives in an effort to resolve
BPL®incompatibility with HF radio operation. The meetings followed news reports of interference to emergency service com-
munications and QRM complaints from several area hams. "Because of the racket, expensive installations, such as a 20-meter
monobander on a high-rise building, become totally worthless," OVSV said.

The utility agreed to look into the possibility of a 100-meter protective zone around each amateur® location, notch filters for
amateur frequencies, network system filters and the use of 5 GHz wireless local area networks.
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Irving Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

HamFest 2004

Saturday —March 13, 2004 - 8am - 2pm

L ocation: Betcha Bingo Hall, 2420 W. Irving Blvd. #125, Irving, TX 75061

Directions: State Hwy. 183 E/W @ Story Rd. exit - south to Irving Blvd - cross inter section
southbound. Right behind Eckerd's Drugstore.

Talk-In Freq: 146.72/12 (110.9)

Advanced Admission Donation- $3.00

At the Door -$4.00

Advanced Table Donation - $8.00

At the Door - $10.00

! Inside only- No Tailgating !!!

ARRL Sponsored VE Testing

Door PrizesL ots of fun

For mor e information, contact: www.irvingar c.or g/hamfest.htmi
Coleta Taylor - kd5gfh@arrl.net or Bill Caldwell — acSbc@arrl.net
Irving Amateur Radio Club, Inc

PO Box 153333
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January 6th Board M eeting

The board meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm by President Paul Dryer. The meeting was held in the meeting room at the #1
Asian Buffet at Wheatland Rd and Cedar Ridge Rd in Duncanville. Other Board members in attendance were Johnny Roberson,
Danny Cromaz, Rick Ellis, Todd Houvinen and Richard Baker. Guests in attendance were Rebecca Ellis, Nancy Baker, Allie
Dryer, Pat Roberson, Neal Palmquist and Dave Tucker.

The Treasures report was approved as read.

Committee Reports:

Repeaters. Our backup controller has been sent in for repair.

VE Testing: No new requests this month.

Net Reports: 12 checkins last Monday on the 2 meter net.

Membership: No new members. We had one inquiry viaemail for an application.
County Bio-Terrorism Program: Nothing new to report.

Website: Nothing to report.

(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

Specia Interest Groups: Mobile Fox Hunt scheduled for Saturday January 17th at 10 am at Harrington Park. Contact Rick Ellis
KJ5UY for any information..

Specia Events: Nothing New to report.

Old Business:
The assistance for KSHAT has been postponed until further notice. He may be moving to a new location.

New Business:

The Windsor Park Baptist Church is asking for volunteers for an event on January 21st through the 26th. Our members are asked
to assist for ushers, parking attendants and the like. Any help would be most appreciated even if you cannot attend every night.
This would be a great way to say thank you to the church for the use of the meeting place for our general membership meetings!
Help is needed from 5 pm through about 9 pm each night. An orientation meeting is scheduled for Sunday the 18th at 4 pm at the
church. Please contact Paul Dryer if you are able to assist.

A discussion was held on bringing more value for our members when joining. Some ideas that will be pursued included dis-
counts from Amateur Radio suppliers, etc.

The January meeting will be the meeting that nominations will be open from the floor for 2004 officers of the club. The nominat-
ing committee will present the proposed slate of officers to the membership at this time also.

The meeting adjourned at 7:41 pm.

Respectfully Submitted by Danny Cromaz, Club Secretary

December 2003 General Membership Meeting

President, Paul Dryer, called the December 2003 general membership meeting to order. Ted Black, Jack Ridley and Mary Lou
Ridley were the guests who were introduced. There was an excellent turn out to the Christmas dinner of 58 members and guests.
The previous minutes were approved as posted in the Groundwire.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Repeaters-Working well as always

VE Testing-1 tested, 1 upgrade

Net Reports-16 check ins.

Membership-Rick Ellis reported that Dues are Due

County-Bio-Terrorism-Nothing new to report

Specia Events-Rebecca Ellis was thanked for the excellent job she and the committee has done this year.

Website-Nothing new to report

Specia Events Groups-Nothing new to report

OLD BUSINESS:

Help with KSHAT to repair the station has been postponed.

NEW BUSINESS:

The nominating committee announced the new date of officers as the new candidates and requested anyone wishing to hold of-
fice to contact the nominating committee: President-Paul Dryer; Vice-President Rick Ellis; Secretary-Teresa Rogers; Treasurer-
Neal Palmquist; Directors. Dave Tucker and Bernie McPartland with Todd Houvinen as incumbent. A special note that Rick
Ellisis vacating his directorship to run for Vice-President.

PROGRAM:

Paul Dryer, Adam Adkins, presented the program & Rick Ellis who presented the Ham of the Year award to Dave Tucker,
KCB5CPO. Rebecca Ellis had a drawing for the table centerpieces with the winners being Danny Cromaz, Adam Adkins, Nancy
Baker, Russ Thompson, Neal Palmquist, Beth Girardi, and Anita McPartland. Mitch Dees won the Grand Prize.

The Meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully Submitted by:
Danny Cromaz-W5WB Club Secretary




