
 

 

ARE YOU READY?  

 

I donôt want to put a hex on the weather and jinx us all by saying itôs been a mild 

weather season thus faré.but it sure seems to me like weôve seen fewer than our 

share of thunderstorms.  Maybe (probably!) Iôm premature in stating that, since 

severe weather season runs all the way to mid-June, but the optimist in me hopes 

that we can get some undisturbed nights of sleep without the weather radio going 

off, or we can avoid getting those customized dimples in the sheet metal of our 

vehicles cause by hail.  Someone once tried to convince me that those dents actu-

ally made the vehicle go faster and use less gas, since they reduced dragémuch 

like the dimples on a golf ball.  He was also trying to sell me a car that had some 

very obvious hail damage, too.  Hmmmmméconnection? 

 

So, are you ready?  If severe weather strikes, do you have the things you need to 

care for yourself and your household if a tornado tracks nearby and disrupts 

power and communications?  Do you keep water and food on hand?  Batteries 

for radios and flashlights?  Have you checked your generator lately? 

 

Emergency preparedness rings true to us in the ham radio community because 

we are the ones called into disasters to help get the communications flowing 

again.  We have to be ready to care for ourselves, otherwise we canôt care for 

others. 

 

What is shocking is the general lack of preparedness that much of the general 

community exhibits.  I was working in the Command Center for the evacuation 

shelter for Hurricane Ike that was established here in Dallas in September 2008, 

and watched the news reports in dismay as the people in the Houston/Galveston 

area started to emerge after the storm was past.  The news cameras captured over 

and over the images of people wailing ñWhereôs FEMA with my food?ò  

ñWhereôs FEMA with my water?ò  Advances in hurricane track prediction had 

given us approximately 2 weeks advance warning that Houston was the best 

guess of where the storm would strike, yet many people had done little or noth-

ing to prepare. 

 

The electricity was out and would remain gone for weeks for some folks. Gas 

tanks were empty (with no power to operate gas pumps).  Water was unavailable 

due to the public water supply being compromised.  What food was left quickly 
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2 Continued from page 1 ... 
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WinLink Update  

 
 The Winlink 2K radio stuff that 

has been running at my house was 

moved to the Cedar Hill EOC a few 

weeks ago.  Floyd helped install the 

feed lines and cabling and has been 

very helpful with testing and moni-

toring. 

  

We are still evaluating how well 

the antenna location is going to 

work out.  Reliability to my 

node/digi at I-30 and Loop 12 and 

to Floyd's location are not as good.  

Also, there is a regular user north 

of downtown Dallas (N5GY) that 

reports that he is also having prob-

lems.  All of this will get worked 

out in time.  During this time there 

were many days where the network 

router was not working giving us 

the opportunity to send messages 

via RF only.  The system worked as 

it should and all messages were 

received. 

  

In talking to the Cedar Hill assis-

tant fire chief, John Ballard, it 

looks like I will be able to demon-

strate the system to the Cedar Hill  

city manager and Duncanville and 

Desoto emergency management 

people during a regular monthly 

meeting at the Cedar Hill EOC next 

month.  Hopefully that will gener-

ate interest and more sites for the 

system. 

 

Lateré 

 

 Larry McFarland KY5S 

disappeared from the shelves of grocery stores.  Itôs amazing what des-

peration can drive people to accomplish:  My brother-in-law figured out 

how to cook Hot Pockets on the BBQ grill!!! 

 

So, are we ready?  Have we established a general level of preparedness 

in our own homes that not only allows us to ride out a disaster, but al-

lows us to focus on helping others rather than simply surviving? 

 

FEMA, the government entity that some want to blame for not showing 

up on their doorstep 20 minutes after the storm is past to hand them eve-

rything they need, actually makes it very clear that we as individuals 

have the responsibility to provide and care for ourselves in the first 72 

hours following a disaster, since it will take that long to mobilize forces 

and conduct the first priority, which is search and rescue. 

To assist the public in preparing themselves, FEMA has published a 

comprehensive manual, Are You Ready? An In-depth Guide to Citizen 

Preparedness (IS-22) that is available at their web site, www.fema.gov/

areyouready/index.shtm.  I recommend that we all grab a copy of it and 

look it over for ourselves, and maybe even pick up a few extra copies 

for friends and family.  I ordered a case of these from FEMA for a pres-

entation I was giving a couple of weeks ago, and the speed, ease and 

courtesy of the operator on the other end of the phone in placing my or-

der made it a completely painless exercise. 

 

So, go order a copy and look it over and decideé.Are You Ready? 

 

73 de Rick / KJ5UY 
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3 
Yes, SWDCARC Meetings are nothing but hot air, 

at least that is true of the April Meeting 

W5WB · Southwest Dallas County Amateur Radio Club ·  W5AUY 

Rebecca, I said come out of there this instant! 
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How many Hams does it take to hold down 
80,000 cubic feet of hot air? Answer is 7! 

Where are the marshmallows? 


