So this is my first newsletter article as President. | am not much for poalitics,
even if it is only club politics, so | am just going to kinda feel my way through
this year. Being on the board in the early 90’'s when there were some club lega
issues, | became a bit jaded to the “process’ so | was alittle apprehensive when
| joined the board as a director a few years ago. Functioning as the membership
director, however, was a very easy and rewarding position and gave me a chance
to try and extend the influence of the club and its name within the North Texas
amateur community.

As most of you know | really have only two passions in amateur radio; chasing
DX and contesting, in that order. For me, there is no greater enjoyment than
tweaking my station to get every last bit of performance from the system. Some
do the same with their cars or computers and that’s ok too. Its all about doing
what you love.

| would challenge the membership of the club to really make an effort to get on
the air and use the privileges that you have earned. Let’s move towards becom-
ing an organization of radio enthusiasts who are passionate about their hobby
and not just people who build stations and let them sit idle for months or years at
atime because they don’t have a goal or purpose. The club offers many opportu-
nities to do so if you are not so sure where to begin. The Oklahoma QSO party
is fast approaching, asis the pinnacle of the club year, Field day. After Field day
there are just a few months and we will have to ramp up at full speed for the
Texas QSO party. If you have any questions about these events, check the fo-
rum, ask a board member or email me.

In closing, it is a privilege to drive the ship for the year. While my work sched-
ule will require me to preside in absentia in many cases, | will do my best to in-
spire the club to do great things.

73, CU in the pileup,

John KB5NJD...
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The first HamEXPO of 2007 is Saturday, April 14 at the Bell
County Expo Center in Belton, Texas. This twice-yearly swap-fest
of amateur radio gear and electronics is sponsored by the Temple
(TX) Amateur Radio Club. The doors open at 7:00 am., and the
event ends at 3:00 p.m. Admission is $2.00 per person for atten-
dees.

Bell County Expo Center islocated at 301 W. Loop 121 in Belton,
Texas. From Interstate-35 take Exit 292. Go west on Loop 121 for
1/4 mile to the Dome.

Thetalk-in frequency is 146.820- (PL 123.0).
Amateur Radio operators, shortwave listeners, computer hobby-

ists, and other electronics enthusiasts come to HamExpo from
across the South, Southwest, and beyond.

Johnny Roberson (KJ5LB) audited the club financial records for
the end of fiscal 2006. All was found to bein order.

We would like to thank Johnny for volunteering to perform the
audit and thank Neal Palmquist (W9ONDP) for keeping the books
for uslast year.
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MARCH
Mar.5 W5WB
Mar. 12 KC5MQC
Mar. 19 KX5G
Mar. 26 KB5TMD

April
Apr .2 W5WB
Apr. 9 KC5MQC
Apr. 16 KX5G
Apr. 23 KB5TMD
Apr. 30 KJ5UY

Net timesare
8:00PM.

The program this month will
be presented by Ben Barber
(K5NEB) ...
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2006 was a very busy year for severe storm spotters in the North Texas region.
The Anna/Westminster tornadoes caused an immense amount of destruction,
and after witnessing that storm in person, | felt obligated to brush up on my
storm spotting skills. | therefore decided on going to the Collin County Sky-
warn and Hazardous Weather Training Conference, held at the CCCCD Spring
Creek Campus in Plano thislast Saturday, Jan. 20",

This event istypically the biggest Skywarn training session in North Texas, and
people from all over this part of the state come to participate. This year, the
conference began with the basic storm spotter training session, given by Gary
Woodall (KD5WUT). I've attended many dry, by-the-book NWS presentations
over the years, but Gary always seems to give a refreshing take on storm spot-
ting that anyone can enjoy, young and old, experienced or not. A lot of his
presentation covers simple spotter techniques and general meteorological the-
ory, but he also gives many real-life examples that help you get a better idea of
what to look for when you are actually in the field.

After this 4 hour session, the CBS Channel 11/TXA Channel 21 weather team
gave a brief presentation on how news media examine and report severe
weather. Krigtine Kahanek, Mike Burger (KC5MKYV), Julie Bolgna, Jeff Jami-
son, and Garry Seith each explained the tools they used for wesather forecasting,
and how storm spotter reports contributed to their ability to provide accurate
severe weather information to the public.

After lunch, Bruce Dingman (N5BYL) presented a 5 minute video on Callin
County ARES, and then covered in greater detail the services they provide for
the NWS and the public. Interestingly enough, Collin County Medical Reserve
Corps (MRC) has asked Collin County ARES to help bring in more hams to
help put together and operate radio kits for the 28+ medical distribution areas
that Collin Co. MRC has been asked to establish, in case of a national medical
emergency. Bruce has made it his task this year to increase ham operator en-
rollment in MRC, and | imagine that many folks will be hearing more about
Collin Co. MRC in the near future. And don't think | didn’'t hesitate to ask the
local MRC folks if they knew about you, Paul! This organization has really
been hurtin’ for help, so | just might consider joining in since the Dallas Co.
group is much too far away for me to be able to commit to.

Next, the venerable Tim Marshall gave a 45 minute presentation on storm shel-
ter construction and design. | was quite pleased to hear that there are many
retro-fit options available for homeowners living in pre-existing homes without
shelters. The neatest item isa 3 x 10 x 4 foot metal shelter that they can drop
through your foundation in your garage! Best thing about this is that you can
have a storm cellar AND awork pit to change the oil in your car, if you decide
on this type of option! Other less exotic shelters are available, including stand-
up, tornado-proof metal sheds that can be bolted to the foundation of an ex-
isting home. Most shelters range from $3,000 to $10,000, so you have to
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Collin County Medical Reserve Corp.

APRS display in conference hallway

Crowd of Storm Spotters on break
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ask yourself if it's worth adding to your home QTH (especialy if you have a
penchant for chasing storms). But at least you have more options now than be-
fore.

The next session was a 1 hour crash-course on meteorological measurements,
and how to read those measurements to determine the likelihood of severe
weather. | had taken a college course in meteorology many years ago, but this 1
hour presentation taught me more about practical data interpretation than a
whole semester of course training ever could. If you ever wanted to know how
to read a radio sounding, or learn how dry/wet adiabatic |apse rates determine
thermodynamic lift in a super cell, then this 1 hour course is the perfect session
for you!

The last item presented was advanced spotter training. Alan Moller (N5ZCB)
expanded on the basic spotter training session, giving more specific examples of
severe weather phenomena, many of them personal observations from his 20+
years of storm chasing throughout western Texas and the central U.S. Although
the empirical datais still not hard enough yet, he did seem to indicate that there
are geographic components that can help or inhibit severe weather devel opment.
Alan is convinced that the Llano Estacado and Palo Duro Canyon areas seems
to increase the likelihood of super cell development. He also explained Rear
Flank Downdraft (RFD) in greater detail, and how this one element can deter-
mine whether or not a super cell will develop tornadoes. A case study was aso
given on the Anna/Westminster tornado from 2006, but | had to leave early.

While Dallas county has RACES as their storm spotter organization, and not
many club members participate in RACES, | feel that any ham radio operator
can gain a lot of useful knowledge about storm spotting techniques from this
course. Even an old dog like me can learn new tricks, and their presentation
improves each and every year. Best of all, these classes are FREE to the public!

Go to http://www.srh.noaa.gov/fwd/sptrsch.html to see when the next Skywarn
Wesather Training session is available in your area. | strongly encourage you to
take the course. Here are some class dates of interest:

Another Tarrant County session will be held in Colleyville a the Colleyville
Center TESSA Conference on Saturday, March 10" from 9 AM to 5 PM

Y et another Tarrant County session will be held in Mansfield at St. Jude Parish
Hall (500 E. Dallas St.) on Saturday, March 31% from 9 AM to Noon.

73 DE N5UV SK SK
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Tim Marshal addresses the crowd
about tornado shelter design and con-
struction

MARC and Collin county ARES
mobile communications units on dis-

play

NWS Advanced Storm Spotter Train-
ing session
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Minutes of the Board Meeting: February 6, 2007

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm on February 6, 2007 by the
President, Todd Huovinen (KB5TMD). Members of the board and
guests were recognized. The minutes of the previous meeting were re-
viewed and approved as stand. The financial report was presented by
the Treasurer, Neal Pamquist (WONDP) and reviewed.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Repeater: Both repeaters are functioning normally.
Net Report: There were 16 check-ins on the most recent net.
Membership: 2007 dues are due. There were no new member appli-
cations processed.
VE Testing: Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) reported there was no VE testing in
Jan and nobody has requested testing in February.
Dallas Co. MRC-Comm: Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) reported the meeting
with the county officials.
Website: no actions were taken
Special Events. no actions were taken

OLD BUSINESS
There is a need to appoint a new repeater trustee to replace Johnny
Roberson (KJ5LB) by November of this year.

Johnny Roberson (KJ5LB) announced that he has completed the re-
view/audit of the club’s 2006 finances and found them to be in order.
Rick Ellis (KJ5UY) reported that he has reserved 2 tables for the club’s
use at Ham-Com and requested reimbursement for that expense. A mo-
tion was made by Jerry Keltner (KB60OJE) and seconded by Ben Bar-
ber (K5NED) to provide said reimbursement. The motion passed
unanimously by voting of board members present with Rick Ellis ab-
staining.

NEW BUSINESS
Neal Palmquist (WONDP) reported that the incoming 2007 club leader-
ship will need to document the change of leadership at the banking in-
stitution. He recommended transferring the account from a private to a
“non-profit” account to comply with Patriot Act laws..

PRESENTATION: David Lusk (N5UV) will present a program on
contesting at the February meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Rick Ellis (KJ5UY), Secretary
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President

John Langridge (KB5NJD)
Vice-President

Open

Treasurer

Jerry Keltner (KB6OJE)
Secretary

Bill Ellis(N5TXN)
Directors

Paul Dryer KD5IVP
Richard Baker (NSKXA)
Open

The following members of the
Board and member s wer e present:

Todd Huovinen (KB5TMD - President
Ben Barber (K5SNEB) - Vice President
Rick Ellis (KJ5UY) - Secretary

Neal Palmquist (WINDP) - Treasurer

Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) - Director
Jerry Keltner (KB6OJE) - Director

Bill Ellis (NSTXN) - Newsletter Ed.
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The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm on February 20, 2007 by the President, Todd Huovenin
(KB5TMD). The invocation was offered by Paul Dryer (KD5IVP). The minutes of the previous meeting
were reviewed and approved as stand. The Treasurer, Neal Palmquist (W9NDP) presented the financial re-
port.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Repeater: Both repeaters are functioning normally.
Net Report: Last nights net had 11 checkins.
MRC/Comm: Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) reported that the next MRC-Comm meeting is 2/24/07 at 9:00 am at
the Ddlas co. Health & Human Services building. Rebecca Ellis (KC5FHG) presented the MRC-Comm
with 18 bank bags donated by various banks to use for |oose equipment in each of the POD boxes.
VE Testing: There was no VE session in February. There will be no special session to coincide with the
elimination of the Morse Code requirement. Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) will check the ARRL web site to ensure
that the club is still listed.
Special Events. No events are currently planned.
Member ship: No new members applications were acted upon. Club dues are payable.

OLD BUSINESS
Rick Ellis (KJ5UY) announced that there are two tables at the 2007 Ham-Com indoor flea market reserved
for the club use. Club members are encouraged to make full use, including bringing items for sale.

Richard Baker (NSKXA) briefly discussed kicking off the preparations for Field Day 2007, including plan-
ning some meetings and possibly holding a“dress rehearsa” at the site.

The following date was presented for the 2007 club officer elections as the result of input from the nomina-
tion committee. (There were no nominations from the floor in the January meeting.):

President — John Langridge (KB5NJD)

Vice-Pres — (OPEN)

Treasurer — Jerry Keltner (KB60OJE)

Secretary — Bill Ellis (NSTXN)

Director (Incumbent — not running) — Paul Dryer (KD5IVP)

Director (2 years) — Richard Baker (NSKXA)

Director (3 years) — (OPEN) NOTE: Tom Poindexter (KE5GKK) had been named by the nominating com-
mittee but asked during the course of the Feb General Membership meeting to withdraw his name. A motion
was made by Russ Thompson (KX5G) and seconded by Danny Cromaz (W5WB) to accept the sate as pre-
sented by acclamation. This motion and the acclamation vote was unanimous by those voting members pre-
sent.

NEW BUSINESS
Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) announced that the Windsor Park Baptist Church is requesting assistance for directing
parking during aweek long event in April. Anyoneinterested should contact Paul.

PRESENTATION: David Lusk (N5UV) gave a presentation about strategies for participating in upcoming
contests, Oklahoma and Texas QSO Parties.

There were 24 persons in attendance. The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Rick Ellis (KJ5UY), Secretary

LotE % & ) )y *



