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I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the members and 
friends of the Southwest Dallas County Amateur Radio Club for a great 
year of being your club president. This is the final edition of Tidbits from 
Todd (for a while anyway). I have been on the Board of Directors of this 
wonderful club for 10 years now. I have seen a lot of new members join 
the club. I’ve seen a few people leave as well. I’m not leaving, I’m just 
taking a bit of a break. But before I do that, I would like to talk about the 
exciting news (to me anyway) coming out of the FCC. The Prez has just 
learned via E-mail that codeless amateur radio exams should “ tentatively”  
begin on February 23, 2007. The Morse code preceding WT Docket 05-
235 is scheduled to appear in the Federal Register on Wednesday January 
24th . If that should happen, the codeless ruling will take effect ten days 
from that date which would make it February 23rd. We shall see as this is a 
landmark decision regarding amateur radio. It makes no difference to me 
whether one is for or against the elimination of the code; it’s a big deal in 
amateur radio. 

 

Speaking of more big deals in amateur radio, the Dayton Hamvention is 
just a little over 3 months away. If you like hamfests, this is the “big one” . 
It is my personal belief that every ham should attend this one at least once. 
I want to go again. I went to the Hamvention in 2001. I remember that 
there was over 600 exhibits just inside the Hara Arena alone. There were 
probably close to that number in the outside flea market as well. Just pray 
that it does not rain. It poured down over four inches the weekend I was 
there. It kind of reminded me of Ham-Com in Arlington the previous year. 
Ham-Com 2006 in Plano was a blast and I am looking forward to Ham-
Com 2007. I have purchased my tickets already and my XYL and I have 
our hotel room reserved too. We live in Burleson so the sixty-five mile trip 
is a bit long to make twice. I always look forward to swimming in the ho-
tel’s swimming pool anyway. I don’ t have anything on my “must have”  
list as of yet but I am sure that I will find something that I just cannot live 
without. I need to improve my antenna setup here at the house before I go 
investing in any new radio gear. Last year, I think people asked me more 
about my EZ Go Scooter than any ham radio related item that I had. That 
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Tidbits from Todd … continued 

was strange. 

  

I hear that we may have finally reached the bottom of the sun-
spot cycle. I am looking forward to the point in the sunspot 
cycle where 10 meters is active into the night like it was dur-
ing Field Day 2000 at Armstrong Park in Duncanville. I re-
member the Novice station was going great way into the night. 

 

Speaking of Field Day, Richard Baker (N5KXA) has agreed to 
be the Field Day Chairman for 2007. I look forward to partici-
pating in all of the planning for this year’s event. We will have 
to work hard to top last year’s performance but I know that we 
can accomplish this. We always seem to have the best food 
too. The Sunday morning breakfast is what gets us through to 
the end. 

 

We had a  candidate for ARRL Section Manager visit the last 
club meeting. Doug Loughmiller (W5BL) visited us during 
our January 2007 club meeting. Perhaps he will visit us at our 
field day site this coming June if he wins the upcoming ARRL 
section manager election for North Texas. 

  

The time has come for me to close this final edition of Tidbits 
from Todd. I would like to thank all of the members of the 
Southwest Dallas County Amateur Radio Club for making 
2006 an enjoyable year. It has been my privilege being your 
club President for the second time. I would like to wish John 
Langridge (KB5NJD) and the 2007 Board of Directors the 
best of success in the upcoming year. I am sure that the new 
board has a lot of great ideas to make 2007 the best year ever 
for the Southwest Dallas County Amateur Radio Club. 

 

73, 

 

Todd-KB5TMD  
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FEBRUARY 
Feb. 05  K5NEB 

Feb. 12  KE5FKP 

Feb. 19  KB5TMD 

Feb. 26 KJ5UY 

 

MARCH 
Mar. 5  W5WB 

Mar. 12 KC5MQC 

Mar. 19 KX5G 

Mar. 26 KB5TMD 

 

 

Net times are 
8:00PM. 

NOTE TO SELF 
�
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ARRL North Texas Section Manager 
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Space Shuttle Columbia 
 Recovery Special Event 

 Station 
Sponsored by the Nacogdo-
ches Amateur Radio Club 
  
Everyone is invited to attend 
the 4th Annual Space Shuttle 
Columbia Recovery Special 
Event Station sponsored by the 
Nacogdoches Amateur Radio 
Club. This Special Event is to 
recognize and remember the 
effort by all the Amateur Ra-
dio Volunteers during the 
Space Shuttle Columbia disas-
ter in February of 2003. 
 
The club will be operating 
Amateur Radio stations to 
communicate with other Ama-
teur Radio Operators across 
the United States. 
  
Date: Saturday, Feb. 3rd 
Time: 8 am - 3 pm 
Place: Knights of Columbus 
Hall, FM 1878, Nacogdoches  
Freqs: - 21.350, 14.250, 7.250 
+ / - QRM 
Talk In: 147.320 Repeater 
(141.3 PL) 
 
The public is invited to attend. 
There is no cost to participate 
(food and lodging excluded). 
For more information please 
contact John Chapman, 
KC5MIB at 936-645-0998. 
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FAR Scholarship Information 
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The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm on January 2, 2007 by the 
President, Todd Huovinen (KB5TMD).   Members of the board and 
guests were recognized.  The minutes of the previous meeting were re-
viewed and approved as stand.  The financial report was presented by 
the Treasurer, Neal Palmquist (W9NDP) and reviewed.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Repeater :  Both repeaters are functioning normally.   
Net Report:  There were no nets conducted through the holidays.      
Membership:  no actions were taken 
VE Testing: Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) reported that the VE testing was 

conducted immediately following the general membership meeting 
in December:  Two passed the examination for Extra. 

Dallas Co. MRC-Comm: Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) reported that all 33 of 
the portable stations have been assembled and tested. 

Website:  no actions were taken 
Special Events:  no actions were taken 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
The nomination committee was unable to arrange for a nomination for 

the Vice-President position for 2007.  If there are no nominations 
from the floor in the January meeting, the board will appoint some-
one to that position in March in accordance with the By-Laws. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Johnny Roberson (KJ5LB) asked that the club begin to consider per-

sons to replace him as the repeater trustee with a target date of No-
vember 2007 to effect the change. 

The annual audit of the financial accounts will be conducted by Johnny 
Roberson (KJ5LB). 

 
PRESENTATION: 
TBD 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Rick Ellis (KJ5UY), Secretary 

Minutes of the Board Meeting: January 2, 2007 

 

The following members of the 
Board and members were present:   
 
Todd Huovinen (KB5TMD) 
President 
Ben Barber (K5NEB) 
Vice President 
Rick Ellis (KJ5UY) 
Secretary 
Neal Palmquist (W9NDP) 
Treasure 
 
Johnny Roberson (KJ5LB) 
Repeater Trustee 
Danny Cromax (W5WB) 
Web-Master 
Bill Ellis (N5TXN) 
Groundwire Editor 
Richard Baker (N5KXA) 
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President 

Todd Huovinen KB5TMB 

 

Vice-President 

Ben Barber K5NEB 

 

Treasurer  

Neal Palmquist W9NDP 

 

Secretary 

Rick Ellis, Jr. KJ5UY 

 

Directors 

John Langridge KB5NJD 

Paul Dryer KD5IVP 

Jerry Keltner KB6OJE 
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Minutes of the General Meeting: January 16, 2007 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm on January 16, 2007 by the Presi-
dent, Todd Huovenin (KB5TMD).   Members of the board and guests were 
recognized. The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed and approved 
as stand. The Treasurer, Neal Palmquist (W9NDP) presented the financial 
report. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Repeater :  Both repeaters are functioning normally. 
Net Report:  Last nights net had 11 check-ins. 
MRC/Comm:  Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) reported that the MRC-Comm would 

conduct a 2006 planning meeting on January 27th. 
VE Testing:  There was no VE session in January.  Rick Ellis (KJ5UY) pro-

posed changing the date of the February VE session to coincide with the 
recently announced FCC rule change eliminating Morse Code.  This will 
be considered once the effective date of the change is announced.  

Special Events:  No events are currently planned.     
Membership:  No new members applications were acted upon. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
None. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
The Nominating Committee for the 2007 elections  announced the following 

candidates for office:  PRES:  John Langridge (KB5NJD), VICE PRES:  
Open,  TREAS:  Jerry Keltner (KB6OJE), SEC:  Bill Ellis (N5TXN), Di-
rector (remainder of 2 year term):  Richard Baker (N5KXA, Director (3 
year):  Tom Poindexter (KE5GKK).  The floor was opened for nomina-
tions to each office.  There were no nominations from the floor and nomi-
nations were closed. 

Rick Ellis (KJ5UY) announced that he will arrange for the tables for the club 
at Ham-Com 2007 when the registration for those becomes available.  
Danny Cromaz (W5WB) pointed out that there is a Ham-Com banner on 
the club website that links to the Ham-Com website.  Club members are 
encouraged to use this to access the Ham-Com site. 

Richard Baker (N5KXA) volunteered to serve again as the Field Day Chair-
man and will proceed with making preparations for that event. 

 
PRESENTATION:  
Doug Loughmiller (W5BL), a candidate in the election for ARRL Section 

Manager, addressed the club with his qualifications and concerns. 
Russ Thompson (KX5G) and Floyd Rodgers (KC5QBC) presented a demon-

stration of the MRC-Comm web site. 
 
There were 20 persons in attendance.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 pm.   
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Rick Ellis (KJ5UY), Secretary 

 

West Gulf Division NTS 
CW Nets 

 

Scott McMullen W5ESE 

In response to recent changes 
repartitioning the 80 meter 
band, some of the CW NTS 
traffic nets have moved. Here is 
a table of the current schedules 
of the NTS CW nets in the West 
Gulf Division. 

 

Oklahoma Training Net (OTN)  
Daily 5:20 PM 7120.6 KHz  

Texas CW Net (TEX) Daily 
7:00 and 10:00 PM 3552 KHz 

Texas Slow Net (TSN) Daily 
8:00 PM 3552 KHz 
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Be sure to be present at this meet-
ing. It has added importance be-
cause it is time to vote on a new 
slate of officers.  

Nominees 
President: John Langr idge 
(KB5NJD) 

Vice. President:  OPEN 

Treasurer : Jer ry Keltner  
(KB6OJE) 

Secretary: Bill Ellis 

(N5TXN) 

Director  2: Richard Baker  

(N5KXA) 

Director  3: Tom Poindexter  
(KE5GKK) 
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Financial Repor t January 31, 2007 

� Checking: Petty Cash: 
Beginning Balance 1/1/07  $                  40.00   
INCOME/EXPENSE  �

Dues Income - 2007  $                  352.00      
Transfer From Matl. Property  $                  -     
Tranfer Petty Cash income     
TOTAL INCOME  $                  352.00   $                  -    
EXPENSES  �
Trans to Special Event Fund  $                         -     
Trans to Repeater Fund  $                         -     
� � �

�  $                         -     
P.O. Box Rental  $                         -      
TOTAL EXPENSES  $                         -     $                  -    
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE  $                  352.00   $                  -    
Ending Balance as of 1/31/07  $                392.00   $                 -    

Special Events Fund  �

Beginning Balance 1/1/07  $                         -     
INCOME/EXPENSE  �
Trans from General Fund  $                         -     
Mtg. food income Xmas &  Donatn  $                  115.00   
TOTAL INCOME  $                  115.00   
EXPENSES   �
Meeting food exps.chk 496  $                         -     
Xmas mtg decorations chk 497  $                         -     
Trans to Material Property Fund  $                         -     
TOTAL EXPENSES  $                         -     
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE  $                  115.00   
Ending Balance as of 1/31/07  $                115.00   

� � �

Mater ial Proper ty Fund  �
Beginning Balance 1/1/07  $            2,539.54   
INCOME/EXPENSE  �
Dues Income - 2007  $             88.00   
Transfer from Special Event Fund  $                         -     
Transfer from General Fund  $                         -     
TOTAL INCOME  $                    88.00   
EXPENSES  �
Telephone ck 495 12-1-06  $                  (31.39)  

0  $                         -     
Transfer to General Fund  $                         -     
TOTAL EXPENSES  $                  (31.39)  
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE  $                    56.61   
Ending Balance as of 1/31/07  $            2,596.15   
 Total:  Checkbook  $            3,103.15   
 Total:  Checkbook | Cash  $            3,103.15   
Ending Balance as of 1/31/07  $            3,103.15   
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The program this month will be 
David N5UV speaking on contest-
ing, and the upcoming Oklahoma 
QSO Party and also on the Texas 
QSO Party. 


