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| hope everyone is having a wonderful holiday season. By the time most of you
read this article, Christmas and New Y ears day will have passed by and 2007
will have begun. This past year has been a great year and | am excited to see
what changes the New Y ear will bring to the Southwest Dallas County Amateur
Radio Club. As | have stated in a previous article, we as a club will be focusing
on contesting in 2007. Our success during Field Day and aso in the Texas QSO
Party has really generated alot of interest in this part of the hobby.

WOW, a lot of changes have been made in Washington D.C. at the Federal
Communications Commission lately regarding our hobby of amateur radio since
| last wrote an article for the Groundwire on the day after Thanksgiving. Let me
see if | can list the changes correctly here. On December 15", the FCC released
the “Omnibus’ Report and Order which basically gives General, Advanced and
Extra class operators a substantial increasein phone (SSB) operating spectrum in
the 75/80, 40 and 15 meter amateur bands. One example is on 80 meters where
Extra class hams have phone privileges starting at 3600 Khz versus 3750 previ-
ously. For a more specific breakdown of the changes, see the ARRL website at
www.arrl.org . | personally believe that this was a wise decision on the part of
the FCC as there does not appear to be a substantial amount of CW activity (at
least on 80 meters) anyway. Let the flaming begin!!

An even bigger change happened later that same day in the world of amateur ra-
dio. Soon, morse code examinations will be a requirement of the past. No longer
will one have to learn the code to access the worldwide HF bands. | have mixed
emotions about this one. I’'m a guy who typicaly makes two CW contacts per
year. Both of the contacts happen during the Texas QSO party when John Lan-
gridge (KB5NJD) and Russ Thompson (KX5G) want Johnson County so am al-
ways happy to give it to them. With that being said, my point is that | took the
time to learn the code no matter how bad | stink at it. | believe thereis aplace for
CW and | am sad to see the requirement disappear entirely. The positive side of
this strange point that | am trying to make is that now | see it possible for many
individuals who have had great difficulty in the past trying to learn the code can
now enjoy the HF bands. Like | said earlier, | have mixed emotions here. My
first initial thought when | read this new Report and Order was “Oh no, there
goes the ham bands’. | was remembering the spring of 1995 when Radio Shack
in their infinite wisdom decided to market a 45 watt 2-meter mobile rig , the
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Tidbitsfrom Todd ... continued

HTX-212. While this was not a bad radio (one club member has
been using his daily in his shack for over 10 years now), it seemed
to me that because of Radio Shack’s wide area distribution network
there were a lot of these radios available at every shopping mall in
the country. We had constant issues of repeater jamming while
these radios were out on the market (again, not the fault of the radio
manufacturer) because of people who had bought these rigs without
any real interest in the hobby. Perhaps some of these individuals
were ex and current Citizens Band operators. That portion of the
radio spectrum is a whole other article in itself. By now, you are
probably asking yourself “What does all of this have to do with
Morse code and the HF bands?’” Well, not athing really. | was just
probably blowing things way out of per portion. After discussing
this issue with another SWDCARC board member on the repeater
last Saturday morning, | realized that we have far greater threats to
our hobby than the removal of the Morse code requirement. BPL is
the biggest threat that | can think of right now. Unless you are lo-
cated out in the “sticks” somewhere, DSL and cable internet are a
far better method of internet service. DSL is cheap now days and
cable is screaming fast. Some people have great difficulty in telling
the difference between “dits” and “dahs’ while listening to the
code. For those of you who experience this while studying the code,
this new ruling will be areal plusfor you. Back to my rant, HF gear
is considerably more expensive than 2-meter FM rigs are, so | am
not worried about the problems that we had on our repeaters (and
others) back in the mid-nineties. To be honest, most of the people
that | have read about in QST getting busted for malicious interfer-
ence seem to aways be Extra Class hams who should know better.
| never have heard of a new Technician Class operator getting his
or her license revoked by the FCC on account of intentional inter-
ference. As | said earlier, | have mixed emotions about all of this. |
can see both good and bad to this. The bad being that a once com-
mon mode is being “phased out”. I’'m aso not at al worried about
Radio Shack entering the hobby again. That company seems to be
headed in a completely different direction from what they once
used to be. They seem more interested in selling consumer electron-
ics ... i.e. Cingular Wireless cell phones, the Dish Network and Sir-
ius satellite radio. Amateur radio is not profitable for them so |
doubt they will enter that area again. After all, they have to keep
their Board Members and stock shareholders happy and you can’'t
do that selling unprofitable items.
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.01 No Net

Happy New Year
.08 KB5TMD
.15 W5WB
. 22 KC5MQC
. 29 KX5G

FEBRUARY
.05 K5NEB
.12 KE5FKP
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Minutes of the Board Meeting, December 5, 2006

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm on December 5, 2006 by
the President, Todd Huovinen (KB5TMD). Members of the board and
guests were recognized. The minutes of the previous meeting were re-
viewed and approved as stand. The financial report was presented by
the Treasurer, Neal Palmquist (WONDP) and reviewed.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Repeater: The 2-meter repeater is no longer cutting off. Thiswill be
monitored.

Net Report: There were 13 check-ins on the net last night.

Membership: no actions were taken

VE Testing: Paul Dryer (KD5IVP) reported that the VE test date and
location has been changed to coincide with the General Member-
ship meeting/Christmas party planned for December 12". The VE
Session will be conducted immediately following the meeting. No-
vember VE testing resulted in 5 persons testing and being issued
new licenses or upgrading current license.

Dallas Co. MRC-Comm: The team will meet on Dec 15" to build an
additional 10 portable stations.

Website: No issues.

OLD BUSINESS

The Nomination Committee presented proposed nominees for the 2007
club officer election: President — John Langridge (KB5NJD), Vice-
President — (vacant), Secretary — Bill Ellis (NSTXA), Treasurer —
Jerry Keltner (KB60OJE) , Director — Tom Poindexter (KESGKK)
and Director — Floyd Rogers (KC5QBC). Nominations from the
club membership will be taken from the floor during the January
membership meeting.

The board reviewed the arrangements for the December meeting/
Christmas party with Paul Dryer (KD5IVP). Tickets were printed
by Rick Ellis (KJ5UY) and made available to club members at the
November general membership meeting, with 36 confirmed ticket
sales.

NEW BUSINESS

None

PRESENTATION: Danny Cromaz (W5WB) will conduct the Ham-
of-the-Y ear presentation during the December meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 pm. Respectfully submitted, Rick
Ellis (KJBUY), Secretary

[ 3 $%

President
Todd Huovinen KB5TMB
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Directors

John Langridge KB5NJD
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Web-Master

Bill Ellis (NSTXN)
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The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm on December 12, 2006 by
the President, Todd Huovenin (KB5TMD). The invocation was of-
fered by Chris Seidlitz. Members of the board and guests were recog-
nized. The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed and ap-
proved as stand. The Treasurer, Nea Pamquist (WONDP) presented
the financia report.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Repeater:

Net Report:
MRC/Comm:
VE Testing:
Special Events:
Member ship:

OLD BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS

PRESENTATION: The 2006 Ham of the Y ear award was presented
by Danny Cromaz (W5WB). This year’s recipient was Ben Barber
(K5NEB) in recognition for his service to the club in making meal ar-
rangements, Field Day operations as GOTA station boss, and in licens-
ing new jhams through his Technician and General classes. Congratu-
lations, Ben!

Voting for the best table centerpiece was conducted and Rick Ellis
(KJ5UY) was awarded the prize for his miniature tower with Santa
hung up and dangling from the antenna. (Rick will be getting alump
of coal thisyear.)

Various donated door prizes were given out at the end of the meeting.

There were 33 persons in attendance.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 pm.

Respectfully submitted, Rick Ellis (KJ5UY), Secretary
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General Fund

Checking:  Petty Cash:

Beginning Balance 12/1/07 $ 243.64 Pending January

INCOME/EXPENSE Phone $ (3134
Dues Income - 2007 $ 40.00 07 dues $ -
Transfer From Matl. Property $ - Jan, 07 Forcasted Balance $ 2,548.20

Tranfer Petty Cash income

TOTAL INCOME $ 40.00 $ -
EXPENSES
Trans to Special Event Fund $ -
Transto Repeater Fund $ 243.64
$ .
P.O. Box Rental $ -
TOTAL EXPENSES $ 24364 $ -
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE $ (203.64) $ -
Ending Balanceasof 12/31/06  $ 40.00 $ -
Special Events Fund
Beginning Balance 12/1/06 $ 194.16
INCOME/EXPENSE
Trans from General Fund $ -
Meeting food income $ 505.00
TOTAL INCOME $ 505.00
EXPENSES
Metting food exps.chk 496 $ (585.00)
Xmas mtg decorations chk 497 $ (10.53)
Transfer to Repeater Fund $ (103.63)
TOTAL EXPENSES $ (699.16)
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE $ (194.16)
Ending Balance asof 12/31/06  $ -
Material Property Fund
Beginning Balance 12/1/06 $ 2,213.69
INCOME/EXPENSE
Dues Income - 2007 $ 10.00
Transfer from Special Event Fund $ 103.63
Transfer from General Fund $ 243.64
TOTAL INCOME $ 357.27
EXPENSES
Telephone ck 495 12-1-06 $ 31.39
Correction from Aug Report
ck486 $ 0.03
Transfer to General Fund $ -
TOTAL EXPENSES $ 31.42
TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSE $ 325.85
Ending Balance asof 12/31/06  $ 2,539.54
Total: Checkbook $ 2,579.54
Total: Checkbook | Cash $ 2,579.54
Ending Balance asof 12/31/06  $ 2,579.54




